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' Militavi tton tinf gloriS. 

HOR. 

I too from martial feats may claim renown. 
The Censor and Dictator of the town. 

A.S I was going through Smithfield the other day, } 
observed an old fellow with a wooden leg, drest in a 
sailor's habit, who courteously invited the passer-by 
to peep into his raree-show, for the small price of a 
lialQ)enny. His exhibitions, I ibund, were very well 
suited to the times, and quite in character for himself : 
for among other particulars, with which he amused 
the little audience of children that surrounded his box, 
I was mightily pleased to hear the following :-— 
•* There you see the British fleet pursuing the French 
ships, which are running away — There you see Ma- 
jor-Gencral Johnson beating the French soldiers in 
America, and taking Count Dieskau prisoner — There 
you see the Grand Monarque upon his knees bd$^t& 
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King George, begging his life." As the thoughts 
the public are now^ wholly turned upon war, it is 
wonder, that every method is taken to inspire us w 
a iQve of our country, and an abhorrence ot the Frei 
king : and not only the old seaman with his rar 
show, but the public theatres have likewise hac 
view to the same point. At Drury-Lane we b 
already been entertained with the Humours of 
Navy; and I am assured, that at Covent-Gan 
Mr. Barry will shortly make an entire conquest 
France, in the person of that renowned hero Her 
the Fifth. And as the English are naturally fond 
bloody exhibitions on the stage, I am told that a n 
pantomime, entitled the Ohio, is preparing at this ] 
house, more terrible than any of it's hells, dev 
and fiery dragons ; in which will be introduced 
Indian manner of fighting, to conclude with a rep 
sentation of the grand scalping dance with all i 
horrors. 

While this warlike disposition prevails in the i 
tion, I am under some apprehensions, lest the attent 
of the public should be called off from the weig] 
concerns of these papers. I already perceive, that 
common news-papers are more eagerly snatched up 
the public coffee-houses than my essays ; and the ( 
zette is much oftener called for than the Connoissc 
For these reasons I find it necessary to lay open : 
own importance before the public, to shew tha; 
myself am acting (as it were) in a military capaci 
and that Censor-General Town has done his coun 
no less service as a valiant and skilful commandei 
home, than Major-General Johnson in America, l 
thors may very properly be said to be engaged i 
state of literary warfare, many of whom are taken i 
pay by those great and mightv potentates, the bo( 
sellers ; and it will be allowed, that they undergo 
less hardships in the service, tlian the common s 
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diers who are contented to be shot at for a groat a 
day. 

It has been my province to repel the daily inroads 
and encroachments made by vice and folly, and to 
goard the nation from an invasion of foreign fopperies 
and French ^uhions. The town has been principally 
the scene of action ; where I have found enemies to 
encounter with, no less formidable than the Tquattot- 
quaws or the Chickchimuckchis of North- America. 
Bat as the curiosity of the public is so much engaged 
in attending to the enterprizes of old Hendrick the 
Sachem, and the incursions of Indians who have taken 
up the hatchet aeainst our colonies, I am afraid that 
my exploits against the Savages, which infest this 
metropolis, will be wholly over.looked. I have, 
therefore, resolved to give my readers fresh advices 
from time to time of what passes here, drawn up in 
the same warlike style and manner as those very 
alarming articles of news, which are commonly to be 
met with in our public papers. 

Thursday, Nov, 15, lyyj. 

We hear from White's, that the forces under Ma- 
jor-General Hoyle, which used to encamp at that 
place, are removed from thence, and have nxed their 
winter quarters at Arthur's. The same letters say, 
that an obstinate engagement was fought there a kw 
nights ago, in which one party gained a great booty, 
and the other suffered a considerable loss. We are 
also informed, that an epidemical distemper rages 
among them, and that several of the chiefs have been 
carried off by a sudden death. 

They write from Covent-Garden, that last week a 
body of Irregulars sallied out at midnight, stormed 
several forts in that neighbourhood, and committed 
great outrages ; but being attacked by a detachment 
from the allied army of watchmen, constables^ «xA 
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justices, they were put to flight, and several of them 
taken prisoners. Tne plague still raees there with 
great violence, as well as in the neighbouring terri* 
tories of Drury. 

We hear from the same place, that the company 
commanded by Brigadier Rich has been reinforced 
with several new.raised recruits to supply the place of 
some deserters, who had gone over to the enemy : 
but his chief dependance is on the light-armed troops, 
which are very active, and are distinguished, like the 
Highlanders, by their party.ccdoured dress. The 
enemy, on the other hand, have taken several Swiss* 
and Germans into pay ; though they are under terrible 
apprehensions of their being set upon by the critics; 
These are a rude, ienorant, savage people, who an 
always at war with the nation of authors. Their con. 
stant manner of fighting is to begin the onset witl 
strange hissings and noises, accompanied with an 
horrid instrument, named the cat-call; which, like 
the war-hoop of the Indians, has struck a panic into 
the hearts of the stoutest heroes. 

We have advice from the Butcher-Row, Temple- 
Bar, that on Monday night last the Infidels held a 
grand council of war at their head-quarters in the 
Robin Hood, at which their good friend and ally, the 
Mufti of Clare-market, assisted in person. A£tf 
many debates, they resolved to declare war agaii 
the Christians, and never to make peace, till they h 
pulled down all the churches in Christendom, ai 
established the Alcoran of Bolingbroke in lieu of tl 
Bible. 

All our advices from the city of London agree i 
their accounts of the great havock and slaughter mad 
there on the Festival, commonly called my Lor 

♦ Alluding to the danccrss, cmijloyed in the entertainmea 
of the Chinese Festivali at Drury- Lone theatre. 
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Mayor's Day. AH the companies in their t>lack uni. 
fornix and the trained banas in their regimentals, 
kiade a general forage. They carried off vast oaan. 
titles of chickens^ geese,* ducks, and all kinds of pro« 
visions. Major Guzzledown of the ward of Bassisnaw 
distingaished himself greatly, having with sword in 
hand, gallantly attacked the out-works, scaled the 
walls, mounted the ramparts, and forced through the 
covert. way of a large fortified custard, which seemed 
impregnable. 

The inhabitants of Sussex have lately been alarmed 
with the apprehensions of an invasion ; as the French 
have been very busy in fitting out several small vessels 
laden with stores of wine and brandy, with which it 
is thought they will attempt to make a descent some* 
where on our coasts. The independent companies of 
Smugglers in the service of France are to be sent on 
this expedition: but if the fleet of Custom-house 
smacks, &c. do not intercept them at sea, we are pre- 
paring to receive them as soon as they are landed. 

From divers parts of the country we have advice, 
that the roads are every where crowded with bdies, 
who (notwithstanding the severity of the weather) 
are hurrying up to London, to be present at the meet* 
ing of the Female Parliament. At this critical junc- 
ture, the fate of the nation depends entirely on the 
deliberations of this wise assembly : and as there are 
known to be many disinterested patriots in the House, 
it is not to be doubted, but that proper measures will 
be taken by them for the good of their country. 
Many salutary laws are already talked of, which we 
could wish to see put in execution ; such as^^ — A bill 
for prohibiting the importation of French milliners, 
haircutters, and mantua-makers — A bill for the ex. 
portation of French cooks and French valets de cham- 
bres — A bill to restrain ladies from wearing French 

▼OL. XXXH. c 
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dresses — And lastly, a bill to restrain them fra 
wearing French faces. 
W 
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Meile spporatam et medicMtis frugibus offam 

Qbjicit, 

YIRG. 

The honey'd cake will lose it's sweetness soon» 
And prove a bitter in the honey-moon. 

^S every marriage is a kind of family festival, the 
wedding-day is honoured with various celebrities, and 
distinguished like the fifth of November, the births 
days of the royal family, or any other public day„ 
with many demonstrations of joy : the happy couple 
are drest in their richest suits, the bells ring all dayji 
and the evening is concluded with the merry cere, 
mony of throwing the stocking. But these festivities 
are not always so religiously observed in town ; where 
many a pair of quality are tacked together with the 
utmost privacy, and immediately after sneak out of 
town, as if they were ashamed to shew their faces 
after what they had done. In the country, when the 
squire or any other person of distinction is married, 
the honey-moon is almost a continued carnival ; and 
every marriage is accounted more or less likely to be 
prosperous, in proportion to the number of di^x^ oxen, 
and sheep, that are killed on the occasion, and the 
hogsheads of wine and tuns of ale, with which they 
are washed down. ^^ the last post I received aa 
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account from my cousin Village> of the wedding oft 
near relation^ with a particular detail of the magnifi^ 
cence of the entertainment, the splendor of the balli 
and the universal joy of the whole manor. At the 
same time I received compliments from the new mar« 
ried couple, with a large slice of the bridecake ; the 
virtues of which are well known to every girl of thir« 
teen. I was never in possession of this nuptial charm 
before : but I was so much delighted with this matri. 
monial token, and it excited in my mind so many re* 
flections on conjugal happiness, that (though I did not 
lay it under my pillow) it gave occasion to the follow- 
ing dream. 

I found myself In the middle of a spacious buildingt 
which was crouded with a variety of persons of both 
sexes ; and upon inquiry was told, tnat it was the 
temple of the god oi marriage ; and that every one, 
who had an inclination to sacrifice to that deity, was 
invited to approach a large altar, which was covered 
with a great number of cakes of different shapes and 
appearance. Some of these were moulded into the 
form of hearts ; and others were woven into true 
lovers knots: some were strewed with sugar, and 
stuck about with sweet-meats ; some were covered 
with gold ; some were stamped with coronets ; and 
others had their tops embellished with glittering toys, 
that represented a fine house, a set of jewels, or a 
coach and six. Plutus and Cupid were busily employed 
in distributing these cakes (which were all of then) 
marked with tne word Matrimony, and called bride- 
cakes) to different persons, who were allowed to choose 
for themselves, according to their different views and 
inclinations. 

I observed several hasten to the altar, who all ap. 
peared to be variously affected by their choice. To 
some the cakes seemed of so delicious a flavour, that 
they imagined they should never be sui&U!^^\ H(\c\^ 

C2 
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Others, who found the taste verv agreeable a1 
a short time declared it to be flat and insipid 
ever, I could not help remarking, that ma 
(particularly among the quality) addressed tl: 
to Plutus, than to Cupid. 

Being desirous to take a nearer view of 
pany, 1 pushed through the croud, and place 
close by the altar. A young couple now a 
and applying to Cupid> desired him to reach 
of the cakes, in the shape of a double heai 
through with darts : but just as they were 
share it betwixt them, a crabbed old fellow, 
found to be the girl's father, stepped up, b 
cake in two, and oUiged the youn^ lady tc 
another, wluch Plutus picked out for her, ai 
represented the figure of a fine gentleman in 
ger bread. 

An old fellow of sixty-two, who had s' 
day from the busioesaof the alley, next canu 
the altar, and seemed to express a strong de: 
cake. Plutus, who recollected him at first si 
mediately offered him one, which, thot 
mouldy and coarse, was gilt all over; but 
astonished at the old gentleman's refusing itj 
titioning Cupid for a cake of the most elej 
and sweetest ingredients. The little god at 
pulsed him with indignation, but afterwards i 
nim for a large sum c? money ; a circumstanc 
amazed me beyond expression, but which I s< 
was very commonly practised in this temp 
old fellow retired with his purchased prize ; an 
I imagined he might still have a colt's tootl 
ing, after having Tor some time mumbled it 
his old gums in vain, it lay by him untouchec 
enjoyed. 

I was afterwards very much disgusted 
many instances that occurred, of these delicat 
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being set up to sale : and I found, that their price rose 
and kII^ like that of beef or mutton, accordin|; to the 
glut or scarcity of the market. I was particularlv 
affected with the disposal of the two following. A 
young gentleman and lady were approaching the altar, 
and bad agreed to take between them a cake of a plain 
form but delicious flavour, marked love and compe- 
tence ; but a person of quality stepping forward per« 
suaded the false female to join with him, and receive 
from Flutus one much more glittering, marked indif. 
ference and a laree settlement. Another lady was 
coming up with a Knight of the Bath, being tempted 
by a cake with a red ribband streaming from it, like 
the flags on a Twdfth-cake ; but was prevailed on by 
a person of greater rank and distinction to accept a 
more showy cake, adorned with a blue ribband and a 
coronet. 

A buxom dame of an amorous complexion came next 
and begged very hard for a cake. She had before re. 
ceived several, which suited her tooth, and pleased 
her palate so excessively, that as soon as she had dis. 
patcned one, she constantly came to Cupid for another. 
She now seized her cake with great transport, and retir. 
ing to a comer with it, I could discern her greedily 
mupobling the delicious morsel, though she had fairly 
worn out six and twenty of her teeth in the service. 
After this an ancient lady came tottering up to the altar, 
supported by a young fellow in a red coat with a shoul. 
der-Jcnot. Plutus gave him a stale cake marked with 
the word Jointure in large golden capitals, wh'ch he 
received with some reluctance, while the old lady 
eagerly snatched another from Cupid, (who turned 
hia head aside from her) on which I could plainly dis. 
cover the word Dotage. 

A rich rusty bachelor of the last century then came 
bustling through the crowd. He brought with him a 
red cheeked country girl of nineteen. As he ap. 
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preached the altar, he met several coming from it witXr 
cakesy which he had refused ; some of which were 
marked Riches^ some Family, some Beauty, and one 
or two Affection. The girl he brought with him 
proved to be his dairy maid, whom he had for some 
time past been in vain attempting to bring over to his 
wishes ; but at last finding his design impracticable^ 
he came with her to the altar. He seemedi indeed, i. 
little ashamed of his undertaking, and betrayed a good 
deal of aukwardness in his manner and deportment* 
However, as soon as he had taken his cake, he retired ; 
and determined to spend the rest of his days with his 
milch-cow in the country. 

To satisfy a modest longing, there now advanced a 
maiden lady in the bloom of threescore. She had, it 
seems, heretofore refused several offers from Cupid and 
Plutus ; but being enraged to find, that they had now 
given over all thoughts of her, she seized by the hand 
a young ensign of the guards, and carried him to the 
altar, whence she herself snatched up a cake, and di- 
Tided it with her gallant. She was highly delighted 
with the taste of it at first ; but her partner being very 
soon cloyed, she too late discovered, that the half 
which she held in ner hand was signed Folly, and that 
which she had forced upon her paramour was marked 
Aversion. 

A little, pert, forward miss in a frock and hanging 
sleeves ran oriskly up to Cupid, and begged for a 
cake : — what it was she did not care ; but a cake she 
must and would have, of one kind or another. She 
had just stretched out her hand to receive one from 
Cupid, when her mamma interposed, sent the child 
back again blubbering to the boarding school, and car- 
ried oil the cake herself. 

An old woman, fantastically drest, then burst into 
the temple, and ran taving uo to the altar, crying 
out, that she would have a husband. But the poor 
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lady seemed likely to be disappointed ; for^ as she 
could prevail on no one to join bands with her, both 
Cupid and Plutus refused to favour her with a cako. 
Furious with rage and despair^ she snatched one off 
the altar ; and seizing on the first man that came in 
her way> which unfortunately hapj)ened to be myself^ 
she would have forcibly crammed it down my throat* 
As the least crumb of it was as disagreeable as a drench 
to a horsei I beean to spaw]^ and sputter, and keck ; 
and though the mirry ot spirits, which it occasioned, 
awaked me^ I thought I had the nauseous taste of it 
still in my mouth, 
W 
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Sex paratur aut decern sopbQS nummls. 



Seer eta fuare carmina, et rudes cur as ^ 
Quas fiovit units, scriniofue signatas 
Custodit ipse virglnis pater chart/t. 
Mercare tales ab eoy nee iciet qu'isquam, 

MART. 

Would you the name of Author not refuse. 
We're penn'orths for your penny, pick and chuse : 
We've plays or poems, ready made for sale ; 
With wit and humour, wholesale or retail. 
On these the public breath has never blown ; 
Buy them, and fairly claim them for your own. 

TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, 

Among the many register offices erected within 
these few years past, I am surprized that no scheme 
of the like nature has been thought o{ foi x\vfc %t.iNVQ.t 
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of literature ; and that no place has been set aju 

where literary conunodities of every sort might 

disposed of : where men of learning might meet w 

employment ; and where others, who want their 

jistance, might be sure to meet with men of learni 

There is nothing of this kind in being at present, • 

cept among the booksellers ; who^ indeed, have ms 

a monopoly of the trade, and engrossed the whole ro 

ket to themselves. To remedy this inconvenien 

my design is to set up a Literary Register OfEce : 

which purpose I intend to hire the now useless thea 

in Lincolns-Inn. fields, and convert it into a mart 

the staple commodities of the literary commonweaV 

I shall here fit up apartments for the reception of i 

authors, who will be employed from time to time 

supplying the public with the requisite manufacture 

Tills scheme, will, I doubt not, meet with great c 

couragement, as it is of general utility : and I do r 

remember any design of the same nature, except 

a barber's on the other side the water, who 1 

hung out a board over his shop with the follow! 

inscription — ■ — Letters read and written for servai 

and others. 

I shall always have a fresh assortment of goods 
the best taste and newest fashion : as of novels for e 
ample, while the humour of reading them is prevale 
among all ranks of people. For this branch I sh; 
retain a very eminent master novellist, to cut out a 
ventures and intrigues, and shall employ a prop 
number of hands, to tack them together with all pc 
sible care and expedition : and if any ladies of qu 
lity, or others, choose to furnish their own materia 
for memoirs and apologies, they may have them doi 
up, and be fitted exactly, at my office. Besides sev 
ral Others, which my men shall get up with the greate 
dispatch, I can assure you 1 have myself work< 
night and day^ and have already finished six and thirl 
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sheets of the history of Miss Sukey Saplingi written 
by herself 

Pamphlets of all sorts shall be composed^ whenever 
any popular subject starts up, that is likely to engaee 
the attention of the public. Every new play shall be 
followed by an examen or remarks : all riots at either 
playhouse will afibrd scope for letters to the managers ; 
and every new actor or actress produce theatrical critL 
cisms. Poetry, you know Mr. Town, is a mere drue ; 
but I shall always have a number of ready-made odes 
by rae, which may be suited to any great man, dead 
or alive, in place or out of place. I shall also have a 
large bundle d Poems on several Occasions, very 
proper for any gentleman or lady, who chooses to pub- 
lish by subscription ; besides a more ordinary sort of 

hymns to the morning, verses on the death of , 

odes to miss A. B. C. acrostics and rebusses, for the 
use of the magazines ; to be sold a pennyworth, with: 
allowance to those who take a great quantity. 

With regard to law matters, as they have no sort of 
connexion with wit or learning, I shall not concern 
myself with their unintelligible jargon ; nor presume 
to interfere with those authors in parchment, who 
measure their words by the foot-rule, and sell their 
writings at so much per line. However, I shall fur- 
nish young students of the several inns of court with 
complete canons of criticism, and opinions on any new 
theatrical cases ; on which they may argue very learn. 
edly at a tavern, or plead at the bar of a coffee-house. 
For medical subjects, I shall procure a learned graduate 
by diploma firom abroad, whose practice will not so 
much take up his time as to prevent his being at lei- 
sure to write occasional treatises, setting forth the vir- 
tues of any newly invented powder or newly dis. 
covered water. He shall also draw up the advertise- 
ments for medicines, that remove all diseases, and are 
never known to faU i he shall (;om^il& xVv<^ '^lOisi^^xS.x^. 
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accounts of their sarprising cures ; and furnish cases that 
never happened, and affidavits that were never made* 
With respect to divinity, as I have reason to believe 
that controversial writings will be often called for, I 
intend to bargain with the Robin Hood society to un- 
dertake in the lump to furnish my office with defences 
of Lord Bolingbroke, &c. and till I can procure somt 
poor curate out of the country, or servitor from the 
university, to write the manuscript sermons of eminent 
Divines lately deceased, warranted originals, I must 
make shift with the Fleet-Parsons now out of business. 

Though I shall not keep any dramatic works ready 
made by me, (as these commodities are apt to grow 
stale and out of fashion,) yet either of the theatres 
may be served with tragedy, comedy, farce, or the 
like, by bespeaking them, and giving but three days 
notice. For the comic pieces I shall employ a poet, 
who has long worked for the drolls at Bartholomew 
and Southwark fairs, and has even printed a comedy, 
as it was half acted at Drury lane. My tragedies will 
be furnished by a North-firiton, who walked up to 
London from his native country last with a most sub« 
]]me tragedy in his coat-pocket, and which is now to 
be disposed of to the best bidder. Any old play of 
Shakspeare or Ben Jonson shall be pieced with modem 
ones according to the present taste, or cut out in airs 
and recitative for an English Opera. Songs for pan- 
tomimes may be had, to oe set to the clack of a mill, 
the tinkling of a tin cascade, or the slaps of Harle- 
quin's wooden sword. The proprietors of our public 
gardens, during the summer season, may be also sup- 
plied from my office with love-ditties to a new burthen, 
or comic dialogues in Crambo ; and words shall at any 
time be fitted to the music, after the tunes are com- 
posed. 

As I propose to make my office of general utility, 
every thing that bears the least affinity to literature 
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will be naturally comprehended in my scheme. Mem- 
bers of parliament may be supplied with speeches on 
any political subject; and country justices may, on 
directing a letter (post paid) to the office, have charges 
to the jury at the quarter sessions sent down to them 
by the nrst coach or waggon. Addresses on particular 
occasions shall be drawn up for the worshipful mayor 
and aldermen of any city or corporation : laws, rules, 
regulations, or orders, shall be formed for the Anti-Gal- 
licans^ Ubiquarians, Gregorians, or any other private 
clubs and societies. N. B. The Free Masons may de- 
pend upon secresy. 

Many advantages may likewise accrue to the polite 
world from the establishment of my office. Gentle- 
men and ladies may have billet-doux written for them 
with the most soft and languishing expressions : mes- 
sage cards, and invitations to routs, shall be filled up 
and circulated at so much per hundred, or undertaken 
in the gross at a fixed price all the year round. Beaux 
may be accommodated with letters of gallantry to send 
to their laundresses, or have them copied out in a 
feshionable female scrawl, and directed to themselves. 
Gentlemen who love fighting, but cannot write, may 
have challenges penn'd for them in the true style and 
spirit of a modern blood. 

There are many other conveniencies arising from 
such an office, which it would be too tedious to enume- 
rate : and it will be found to be no less beneficial to you 
authors, Mr. Town, than those other Register-offices 
are to men and maid-servants. If an author (for 
example) wants employment, or is out of place, he 
has nothing to do but to enter his name with me, and I 
shall presently get him work ; or if a bookseller wants 
a hand for any particular job, (as a translation-spinner^ 
*a novel- weaver, a play-wright, a verse- turner, or the 
like) upon searching my books he will be sure to meet 
with a man fit for the business. In short, any com^o. 
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sition^ in prose or rhyme, and on any suhjecti may be 
procured at a minute's warning, by applying to my 
office : and I dare say, vou yourself, Mr. Town, wDl 
be very glad now arid then to purchase a Connoisseur 
of mc, whenever the idle fit seizes you. If that should 
happen to come upon you this week, and you have 
nothing better, you will oblige me by laying the 
scheme here sent before your readers ; and m return, 
you shall have the credit of publishing your papers at 
my office, as soon as it is opened, and welcome. 
I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 

J. WlTSELU 
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De te pendent! s^ te respiclentis antict, 

HOR, 

Your friend, your pimp, your hanger-on, what not ? 
Your lacquey, but without the shoulder- knot. 

I REMEMBER to have heard a cousin of mine, who 
was formerly at Cambridge, often mentioning a sect of 
philosophers, distinguished by the rest of the colle- 
gians under the appellation of Tuft- Hunters. These 
were not the disciples of the Stoics or Epicureans, or 
the advocates for the old or new philosophy, but thjB 
followers (literally speaking) of the fellow -commoners, 
noblemen, and other rich students, whom, it seems, 
the courtesy of the university has honoured with i( 
cap adorned with a gold tassel. These gold threads 
have almost as much influence in the university, as a 
led or blue ribband at court] and always draw after 
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the. wearer a train of humble companions, who will be 
at his call to breakfast, dine or sup with him whenever 
he pleases, will go with him any where, drink with 
him, wench with him^ borrow lus money, or let him 
pay their reckoning. They are, I am told, a sort of 
disease of the place, which a man of fortune is sure to 
catch as soon as he arrives there : and these fast friends 
attck 60 close to him, that he can never shake them oflT 
while he keeps his gown on his back. 

The university of London is not without it's tuft- 
hunters ; who fasten, like leeches, on a young man of 
fortune at his first coming to town. They beset him 
as soon as he arrives, and when they have once sur. 
rounded him, seldom fail of securing him to themselves; 
for no persons of character care to have any connec- 
tions with him, when he has been frequently seen in 
such bad company. It is a great misfortune for any 
young gentleman to fall into their hands: though 
indeed, as a fool is the natirral prey of knaves, the 
wealthy maintainers of this fraternity are generally 
none of the wisest : and as at the university, ** where 
the learned pate ducks to the golden fool,** the gentle- 
man.student is distinguished by a cap with a gold 
tuft, I always consider these sons of folly in town, as 
adorned with a showy cap hung with bells^ which 
serve at once to denote the depth of their'parts, and to 
call their train about them. 

The dialect of the town has very expressively cha- 
racterised these humble dependents on men of fortune 
by the name of Hangers-on. They will, indeed, take 
'such sure hold, and hang on a man so constantly, that 
it is almost impossible to drop them. Whenever the 
gentleman appears, the Hanger-on is sure to be at his 
elbow. They will squeeze themselves into every party 
that is formed ; and I have known instances of their 
thrusting themselves into strange families, by stick. 
tng to their patron> skirts, and impudentlY kv\\^»^»SM- 

voL. xxxa. D 
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ing themselves where he has been invited to dinner : 
which; indeed; 1 think would not be an improper cus« 
tom^ provided they would submit to stand benind hit 
chair. They will stick so closely, that all the adhe* 
sive quality of burs, pitch, &c. seem to be collected in 
them ; and the line in Pope's Odyssey, so often ridi* 
culed, may rather be considered as emphasis than taa* 
tdoey in speaking of them. The Hanger-on clings 
to his fool, as Ulysses did to the rock, and in Pope's 
words, 

They stick adherent, and suspended hang. 

. The tenaciousness of an Hanger-on is so very strongt 
that whoever is drawn into their snares, is so firmly 
limed that he can hardly ever loose himself from them. 
For as nothing but the lowest meanness of spirit could 
ever prevail on a man to submit to such dependence on 
another, it is in vain to think of getting rid of such 
abject wretches by treating them with contempt. They 
will take as much beating, provided you will allow 
them an equal degree of familiarity, as a spaniel. 
They will also submit to do any little offices, and arc 
glad to make themselves useful, whenever they have 
an opportunity. They will go among the brokers to 
borrow money for you, pimp for you, or submit to 
any other such gentleman-fike employment to serve 
their friend. 

It must here be noted, that every Hanger-on is a 
person of strict honour and a gentleman ; for though 
his fortune is (to be sure) somewhat inferior to yours, 
and he submits to make himself convenient on several 
occasions, yet on that account you are indebted to his 
infinite good.nature; and all his endeavours to serve 
you proceed from his great regard for you. 1 rcmero* 
bcr one of these friendly gentlemen, who carried his 
esteem so far, that in a quarrel with his rich compa. 
nion, in which he was favoured with several tweak^ 
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by the nose and kicks on the breechf he received all 
these injuries with patience, and only said with tears 
in his eyesj < Dear Jack, I never expected this usago 
ftom yoa. You know I don't mind fighting ; but I 
diould never have a moment's peace, if I was to do 
you the least injury. Comei Jack, let us buss and be 
friends-' Their gentility is unquestionable ; for chry. 
are seldom of any trade, though they are sometimes 
(being younger-brothers perhaps) of a profession. I 
know one, who is a nominal lawyer ; but though 
his friend has often &e'd him, our counsellor could 
never with any propriety consider him as a client : and 
I know another, who (like Gibbet in the play) is called 
Captain, whose elegant manner of living must be sup* 
ported by his being on full pay with his patron, since 
he does not receive even the common soldier's groat a 
day from his comipission. However, considering at 
one view the gentility of their profession, and the 
shortness of their finances, I often look upon them as 
9 band of decayed .gentlemen, the honourable pen* 
sinners of those they follow. The great men among 
the Romans had a number of these Hangers.on, who 
attended them wherever they went, and were empha* 
tically called Umbrae, or Shadows ; and, indeedf this 
appellation conveys a very full idea oi the nature of 
these humble retainers to the wealthy, since they not 
only follow them like their shadows, but ** like a 
shadow prove the substance true :" for whenever you 
C)b8erve one or more of these Umbrae perpetually at 
the heels of any gentleman, you may fairly conclude 
him to be a man of fortune. 

These faithful friends are so careful of every thing 
that concerns you, that they always inquire with the 
greatest exactness into your affairs, and know almost 
as well as your steward the income of your estate* 
They are also sb fond of your company, and so de« 
sirous of preserving your good opinion, that a Haii^ 

D 2 
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er.oh will take as mach pains to keep yoo entirety to 
himself, and to prevent a rival in your afiections, as a 
mistress : and as a convenient female is a very neces. 
sary part of the equipage of a person of fashion, these 
male companions must be a very agreeable part of the 
retinue ot those high-spirited young gentlemen, who 
are fond of being the head of their company. It is 
only a more refined taste in expence to pay a man for 
laughing at your wit, and indulging your humour ; 
and who will either drink his bottle with you at the 
tavern, or run to the end of the town for you on an 
errand. 

I might also take notice of an humbler sort of Hang, 
ers-on, who &x themselves to no one particular, but 
fasten upon all their friends in their turns. Their 
views, indeed, are seldom extended beyond a present 
subsistence ; and their utmost aim perhaps is to get a 
dinner. For this purpose they keep a register ctf the 
hours of dining of all their acquaintance ; and though 
they contrive to call in upon you just as you are sitting 
down to table, they are always with much difficulty 
prevailed on to take a chair. If you dine abroad^ or 
are gone into the country, they will eat with your 
family, to prevent their being melancholy on account 
of your absence ; or if your family is out, they will 
breakfast, dine, and sup with you out of charity, be- 
cause you should not be alone. Every house is haunted 
with these disturbers of our meals : and perhaps the 
best way to get rid of them, would be to put them^ 
with the rest of your servants, upon board-wages. 

But besides these danders after men of fortune, and 
intruders on your table m town, the country breeds a 
race of lowly retainers, which may properly be ranked 
among the same species. Almost every family sup. 
ports a poor kinsman ; who, happening to be no way 
related to the estate, was too proud of his blood to 
apply himself in his youth to any profession^ and 
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rather chose to be supported in laziness at the family, 
seat. They are> indeed, known perhaps to be cousins 
to the squire, but do not appear in a more creditable 
light, than his servants out of lireiy ; and sometimes 
actually submit to as mean offices ot drudeery, as the 
groom or whipper-in. The whole fraternity of Hang, 
ers-on, whether in 4own or country, or under what, 
ever denomination, are the sons of idleness : for it 
will be found upon examination, that whenever a man, 
whose bread depends on his industry, gives himself up 
to indolence, he becomes capable of any meanness 
whatever ; and if they cannot dig, yet, like our Hang, 
ers-on, to beg they are not ashamed. 

O 
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Ut id osUnderentf quhd te isti facUem putant. 

Id non Jitri ex 'vera t/ita^ neque adeh ex tequp et tono^ 

Sed ex assentanJOf indulgendo^ tt lurgiendo, • < 

TER, 

What shall we call it I Folly, or Good-nature ? 
So soft, so simple, and so kind a creature ! . 
Where Charity so blindly plays it's part. 
It only shews the weakness of her heart ! 

TO MR. TOWN. 
V Sir, 

.1 Have been some years married to one of the best 
women in the world. She possesses all the virtues that 
can be named : but alas ! she possesses some of them 
to excess. Those which I wish to particularise, and 
which are infinitely pernicious to me and my fortunes. 
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are her soperabundant good-natare^ and her boundless 
generosity. 

It is a little difficult perhaps to ascertain^ what are^ 
or ought to be^ the exact bounds of good-nature; 
whicby o( all virtues, seems to tnc most necessary to 
be conftnedy or at least mitigated in such a manner, as 
to hinder it from destroying it's own excellence an4 
utility. On the one hand, if it is restrained too close^ 
the world will say, that it must entirely lose it's es* 
sence : butj on the other hand, fatal experience has 
convinced me, that if it is permitted to enjoy a full 
unlimited sway, this amiable virtue becomes a ridicu.. 
lous vice ; and brings with it, as in my wife's case* 
fruitless expences, ill-judged concessions, and 'a kind 
of blind folly, that is always liable to contempt. 

Generosity is the daughter of good-nature. She is 
very fair and lovely, when under the tuition of judg- 
ment and reason ; but when she escapes from her 
tutors, and acts indiscriminately, according as her 
fancy allures her, she subjects herself, like her mother, 
to sneer, ridicule, and disdain. 

To illustrate these assertions by some examples from 
among the many mishaps, losses and embarrassments, 
which have accrued to us in the course of our domestic 
affairs, give me leave to tell you, that some years ago 
we had a footboy, who acted as butler, and had the 
custody of the little plate, which our small fortune 
could afford us. The fellow was auk ward, and unfit 
for the station ; but my wife very good-naturedly was 
determined to keep him in our service, because he in- 
tended to marry the nursery-maid, and would un- 
doubtedly make an excellent husband. The rascal was 
a thief: but as it is ill-natured to suspect people, be- 
fore we have full proof of their knavery, several of 
his tricks and petty larcenies were attributed to the 
itinerant Jews and higglers, (we then lifing at New- 
ington) who frequently called at our door. At lastf 
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however^ after several rogueriesj too evident to all, 
except the blindly good-natured, he went off with my 
wife's gold repeating watch> and a pair of our best 
silver candlesticks, with which he voluntarily trans* 
ported himself, as we have been since told, to the 
West^Indies ; leaving his mistress the nursery-maid 
big with child, and thereby giving great licence to 
the neighbourhood to animadvert upon my wife's 
amazing prescience in foreseeing his excellencies as a 
husband* 

You must know. Sir, th^t my dear consort, in the 
full glow of her goodness, is never contented, unless 
her servants marry each other. All I can urge against 
so impolitic a custom, has been to no purpose : Mar. 
riage (she says) prevents vice, and saves souls from 
destruction. Perhaps it may : but are no unmarrie4 
servants to be found in Mr. Fielding's register pfHce, 
or elsewhere, but what are vicious? At least I am 
sure, that this piece of sanctity is very expensive in, 
it's efiects, ^nd is attended with many inconveniences. 
One of her maids, about two years ago, was discor 
vered tp be very intimate with my footman : my wife, 
to prevent ill consequences, hastened to have them 
married, and was present herself at the ceremony. She 
admired the modesty of the woman, and the sober 
gravity of the man, during the holy rites ; and was 
entirely convinced, that no harm could have happened 
from so decent a couple. In a short space after the 
marriage, Patty brought forth a swinging girl ; but as 
it was born almost six months before it's time, my wife 
advised, them to keep it the remaining half year in cot- 
ton. She did this purely from a motive of good-na^ 
ture, to shield if possible the new-married woman's 
reputation ;. but finding our neighbours fleer at the in- 
cident, and smile contemptuously at the prescription of 
cotton, she contented herself in believing Patty's own 
account, that * in truth she had been married eight 
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months before by a Fleet-parson^ but was afraid to 
own it.* 

If my wife's inducing her domestics in matrimony 
was productive of no other ill consequence than merely 
their being married^ it mighty indeed, sometimes 
prove a benefit : but the chaster and more sober they 
nave been before marriage, the greater number of chil. 
dren are produced in matrimony ; and my wife looks 
upon herself as in duty obliged to take care of the poor 
helpless offsprings, that have been begotten under her 
own roof; so that I assure you, Sir, my house is so 
well filled with children, that it would put you imme« 
diately in mind of the Foundling Hospital ; with this 
difference however, that in ray hospital not only the 
children are provided for, whether bastards or legiti. 
mate, but also the fathers and mothers. 

Your office, Mr. Censor, requires and leads you to 
hear domestic occurrences ; otherwise I should scarce 
have troubled you with the records of a private family^ 
almost ruined by excrescencies of virtue. The same 
overflowing humanity runs through the whole conduct 
of the dear woman, whom 1 havejnentioned. Even 
in trifles she is full of works of supererogation. Our 
doors are perpetually surrounded with beggars, where 
the halt, the maimed and the blind, assemble in as 
great numbers, as at the door of the Roman Catholic 
Chapel in Lincoln's- Inn-Fields. She not only gives 
them money, but sends them out great quantities of 
bread, beer, and cold victuals ; and she has her diffe- 
rent pensioners (as she herself calls them) for every day 
in the week. But the expcnce attending these out- 
door petitioners, many of whom have from time to 
time l^en discovered to be impostors, is nothing in 
comparison to the sums, that are almost daijy drawn 
from her by begging letters. It is itnpossible to ima- 
gine a calamity, by which she has not been a suff*erer, 
in relieving those who have extorted money from her 



N** 98. THE CONNOISSEUR, 2$ 

by pretended misfortunes. The poor lady has been 
much hurt by losses in trade^ sustained great damages 
by fire, undergone many hardships from sickness, and 
other unforeseen accidents 1 and it was but yesterday 
that she paid a long apothecary's bill, brought on by a 
violent fever. Thus, Sir, though my wife keeps but 
little company, and the family-expences are to all ap- 
pearance very small, yet this dear woman's superabun- 
dant good.nature is such a perpetual drawback on her 
economy, that we run out considerably. This extra- 
vagant and ill.judged generosity renders all her nume- 
rous excellencies of none effect : and 1 have often known 
her almost destitute of clothes, because she had distri. 
bated her whole wardrobe among liars, sycophants^ 
and hypocrites. 

Thus, Sir, as briefly as I can, I have set before you 
my unhappy case. I am perishing by degrees ; not by 
any real extravagance, any designed ruin, or any indul. 
^nce of luxury and riot, in the person who destroys 
me. On the contrary, no woman can excel my wife in 
the simplicity of her dress, the humility of her desires, 
or the contented easiness of her nature. What name^ 
Sir, shall I give to my misfortunes ? They proceed not 
from vice, nor even from folly : they proceed from too 
tender a heart ; a heart that hurries away, or absorbs 
all judgment and reflection. To call these errors the 
fnuts of good.nature, is too mild a definition : and 
yet to give them a harsher appellation, is unkind. Let 
me suffer what I will, I must kiss the dear hand that 
ruins me. 

In my tender hours of speculation I would willingly 
impute my wife's faults to our climate, and the natural 
disposition of our natives. When the English are 

food-natured, they are generally so to excess : and as 
have not seen this particular character delineated in 
any of your papers, I have endeavoured to paint it 
myself j and shall draw to the conclusion of my lcu«£ 
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by one pitte of advice^ — Not to be generous over^ 
much* The highest acts of generosity are seldom re., 
paid in any other coin, but baseness and ingratitude: 
and we ought ever to remember, that^ out of teq 
lepers cleansed) " one only came back to return thapks; 
the rest were made whole, and went their way." 
I am> Sir» your most humble servant, 

TiMON OF LoNpoir. 
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Da veniam, servtre tuts ^ubdnolo Calendis^ 

MART. 

Thy works, O Wing, O Partridge, I despise. 
And Robin's for the poor, and Ryder's for the wise. 

TO MR, TOWN. 
Sir, 

At this season of the year, while the streets resound 
with the cry of new almanacks, and every stall is 
covered with news from the Stars, Diaries, Predictions, 
Complete Ephemerides, &c. drawn up by Partridge, 
Parker, Vincent Wing, and the rest of the sagaciou3 
body of philomaths and astrologers, give me leave to 
acquaint you of my intentions of appearing annually 
in a like capacity. You roust know, Sir, that having 
observed, that among the great variety of almanacks 
now published, there is not one contrived for the use 
of people of fashion, 1 have resolved to remedy this 
defect by publishing one twtxy year under the title of 
the Court Calendar, calculated for the meridian of St, 
James's, 
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The pUiiy which has been hitherto followed by our 
stlmanack-makersj can be of no use whatever to the 
polite worldi who are as widely separated^ in their 
manner of living, from the common herd of people^ 
as the inhabitants of the antipodes. To know the 
exact rising and setting of the sun, may serve to direct 
the vulgar tradesman and mechanic when to open shop 
or go to work : but persons of fashion, whose hours 
are not marked by the course of that luminary, are in. 
different about it's motions ; and, like those who live 
under the equinoctial line, have their days and nights 
of an equal degree of length all the year round. The 
red-letter.days, pointed out in our common almanacks^ 
may perhaps be observed by some formal ladies, who 
regulate their going to church by them : but people of 
quality perceive no difference between the moveable or 
immoveable feasts and fasts, and know no use of Sun* 
day, but as it serves to call them to the card-table. 
What advantage can a beau reap from Ryder's List of 
the Fairs, which can only be of service to his groom ? 
Or what use can any gentleman or lady make of those 
Diaries now inscribed to them, which are filled with 
algebra and the mathematics ? In a word, the present 
uncouth way of dividing the months into Saints days, 
Sundays, and the like, is no more adapted to the pre. 
sent modes of polite life, than the Roman division into 
Ides, Nones, and Calends. 

Instead of supposing, with the vulgar tribe of 
astronomers, that the day begins at sunrise, my day, 
which will commence at the time that it usually breaks 
in fashionable apartments, will be determined by the 
rising of people of quality. Thus the morning dawns 
with early risers between eleven and twelve ; and noon 
commences at four, when, at this time of the year, 
the dinner and wax-lights come in together. For 
want of a thorough knowledge of the distribution of 
the dayj all who have any connection with the polite 
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world might be gnilty of many mistakes ; and whea 
an honest man from Cornhill intended a nobleman a 
visit after dinner, he would perhaps find him sipping 
his morning chocolate. The inconveniences of the old 
style in our manner of reckoning the days were so 
manifest, that it was thought proper to amend them 
by act of parliament, I am resolved, in like manner, 
to introduce the new style of dividing the hours into 
my almanack : for can any thing be more absurd than 
to fix the name of morning, noon, and evening, at pre- 
sent on the same hours, which bore those appellations 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ? A duchess is so far 
from dining at eleven, that it often happens, that her 
Grace has not then opened her eyes on the tea-table ; 
and a maid of honour would no more rise at five or six 
in the morning, as it was called by the early dames 
of Queen Bess's court, than she would, in imitation of 
those dames, breakfast upon strong beer and beef- 
steaks. Indeed, in those houses, where the hours of 
quality are observed by one part of the family, the 
impolite irregularity of the other, in adhering to the 
old style, occasions great disturbance ; for, as Lady 
Townly says, * such a house is worse than an inn 
with ten stage coaches. What between the imperti- 
nent people of business in a morning, and the intole* 
table thick shoes of footmen at noon, one has i^ot a 
M^ink of sleep all night.' 

1 he reformation, which I have also made in respect 
to the red-letter-days is no less considerable. I have 
not only wiped away that immense catalogue of saintSi 
which crowd the Popish calendar, but, have also blotted 
out all the other saints, that still retain their places ie 
our common almanacks : well knowing, that persons 
of fashion pay as little attention to the apostles and 
evangelists, as to St. Mildred, St. Bridget, or Sr. 
Winifred. Indeed I retain the old name of St. Johr, 
because I am sure, that people of quality will nut 
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think of any body's being designed under that title, 
except the late Lord Bolingbroke. Having thus dis- 
carded the saints, people whom nobody knows, I have 
taken care to introduce my readers into the best com- 
pany: for the red-letters in my calendnr will serve to 
dbtinguish those days, on which ladies of the first 
fashion keep their routs and visiting days ; a work of 
infinite use, as well to the persons of distinction them- 
selves, as to all those who have any intercourse wirh 
the polite world. That season of the year, commonly 
distinguished by the appellation of Lenr, which im- 
plies a time of fasting, I shall consider, according to 
It's real signification in the beau monde, as a yearly 
festival ; and shall, therefore, mention it under the 
denomination of the Carnival. The propriety of this 
will be evident at first sight; since nothing is so plain, 
as that, at this season, all kinds of diversion and jol- 
lity are at their height in this metropolis. Instead of 
the Man in the Almanack, I at first intended (in imi- 
tation of Mr. Dodsley's memorandum book) to deli- 
heate the figure of a fine gentleman, drest ti la mode : 
but I was at length determined, by the advice of some 
ingenious friends, to sufier the old picture to remain 
there ; since, as it appears to be run through the body 
in several places, it may not improperly represent that 
fashionable character, a duellist. 

In the place, which is allotted in other almanacks 
for the ohange of weather, (as hail, frost, snow, cloudy, 
and the like) I shall set down the change of dress, ap- 
propriated to different seasons, and ranged under the 
titles of hats, capuchins, cardinals, sacks, negligees, 
gause handkerchiefs, ermine lippets, muiFs, &c. and in 
a parallel column (according to the custom of other 
almanacks) I shall point out the several parts of the 
body affected by these changes ; such as head, neck, 
breast, shoulders, face, hands, feet, legs, &c. And as 
Mr. Ryder accompanies every month with seasonable 

VOL. XXXII. £ 
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cautions about sowing tumipSi raising cabbages, 
blood-letting, and the like important articles^ I snail 
give such directionsi as are most suitable to the beau 
monde : as a specimen of which, I shall beg leave to 
lay before you the following 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

THE MONTH OF MAY. 

If the season proves favourable^ it will be proper at 
the beginning of this month to attend to the cultiva. 
tion of your public gardens. Trim your trees, put 
your walks in order, look to your lamps, have balladi 
written, and set to musick, for the ensuing summer. 
Ladies and gentlemen must be careful not to catch tcM, 
in crossing the water, or by exposing themselves to 
the damp air in the dark walk at Vauxhall. 

Towards the middle of this month the air at both 
play-houses will begin to be too close and sultry for 
ladies tha^t paint, to risk the loss of their coitiplexioti 
in them. 

About the end of this month it will be expedient 
for those ladies, who are apt to be hysterical wnen th6 
town empties, to prepare for their removal at Tun- 
bridee, Cheltenham, and Scarborough, for the benefit* 
oif the waters. 

I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

TYCHO COURTLY, 
W 
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Jlicet Parasitica arti maximam in malam crueem ! 

Abeo ab illiSy pestquam video me sic ludijicarier » 

Ffrgo ad alios : venio ad alios : deinde ad alios : una res, 

PLAUT. 

Let Tyburn take the flatterers and their arts ; 

To fools a maygame F, a man of parts : 

Pilll'd by the nose by one ; I'm kick'd by t'other ; 

And each sworn fool, I swear, has his sworn brother. 

TO MR. TOWN. 
S1R9 

^M one of those idle people (of whom you have 
dy given an account) who not being bred to any 
linessy or able to get a livelihood by work) have 
:en up the servile trade of an hanger-on. But as 
1 have only just touched on the many dangers and 
lenities incident to this way of li&> in order to 
istrate this part of the character^ give me leave to 
sent you with a narrative of my own adventures. 
[ first served my time with an old nobleman in the 
tntry ; and as I was a distant relation of his lord- 
p'Sy I was admitted to the honour of attending 
a in the double capacity of valet and apothecary. 
f business in a morning was to wait on him at 
;ssing time ; to hold the oason while he washed his 
ulsy buckle his shoes, and tye on his neckcloth : 
ides whichj his brdship had such a regard for me» 
t nobody but myself was ever trusted with cutting 
corns, or paring his toe-nails ; and whenever he 
t aicky it was always my office to hold his head 

E 2 
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during the operation of an emetic^ to attend him 11 
the water-closet when he took a cathartic, and some 
times to administer a clyster. If his lordship had n 
company 9 I was, indeed^ permitted to sit at tab] 
with him ; but when he received any visitors moi 
grand than ordinary, I was equipped (together wit 
some of the best looking tenants) in a tye.wig, ful 
trimmed coat and laced waistcoat, in order to swell th 
retinue of his servants out of livery, I bore m 
slavery with the greatest degree of patience ; as m 
lord would often hint to me, that I was provided fi 
in his will : however, I had the m^tification to fin 
myself supplanted in his good graces by the chaplair 
who had always looked u)x)n me as his rival, and coc 
trived at length to out-wheedle, out.fawn, and oui 

cringe me. In a word, my lord died : and whil 

the chaplain (who constantly pray^ by him durin 
his last illness) had the consdation of having a soo 
benefice secured to him in the will, my name was nod 
died among those of the common servants, with i: 
higher legacy than twenty guineas to buy mourning. 
With this small pittance, (besides what I had mac 
a shift to squeeze out of the tenants and tradesmen, i 
fees for my good word, wheh I had his lordship's eai 
I came up to town ; and embarked all I was worth i 
fitting myself out as a gentleman. Soon after, : 
good luck would have it, the nephew and heir of m 
old lord came from abroad ; when I contrived to gi 
into his favour by abusing his deceased uncle, an 
listened myself upon him. It is true, he supportc 
me ; admitted me into an equal share of his purse 
but, considering the dangers to which I was coi 
stantly exposed on his account, I regarded his hour 
ties as only plaisters to my sores. My head, back an 
ribs have received many a payment, which shoul 
have been placed to his lordship's account : and I om 
narrowly escaped being hanged for murdering a po< 
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fellow^ whom my lord in a frolick had run through 
the body. My patron, among other marks of his 
taste> kept a mistress ; and I, as his particular crony 
and a man of honour, vvas allowed to visit her. It 
happened one evening he unluckily surprised us in 
some unguarded familiarities together ; but my lord 
was so far from beine enraged at it, that he only 
turned madam down stairs, and very coolly kicked me 
down after her. 

I was thrown now upon the wide world again : but 
as I never wanted aiTurance, I soon made myself very 
familiarly acquainted with a young gentleman from 
Ireland^ who was just come over to England to spend 
his estate here. I must own, I had some difficulty in 
keeping on good terms with this new friend ; as 1 
had so many of his own countrymen to contend with, 
who all claimed a right of acquaintance with him, and 
some of them even pretended to be related to him. 
Besides, they all persuaded the young squire, that 
they had fortunes in different parts of Ireland ; though 
not one of them had any real estate more than myself: 
and^ indeed, I also had a nominal 1500I. per ann. in 
the West-Indies. These furious fellows (for. Sir, they 
would all fight) gave me much trouble: however, I 
found out my young friend's foible, and in spite of his 
countrymen became his inseparable companion. He 
was not only very fond of women, but had a particu- 
lar passion for new faces ; and to humour this :nclina> 
tion, I was perpetually on the lookout to discover 
fresh pieces for him. I brought him mantua-makers, 
milliners, and servant maids in abundance; and at 
length grew so great a favourite, by having prevailed 
on one of my own cousins to comply with nb propo- 
sals, that I verily believe he would soon have made 
me easy for life in a handsome annuity, if he had not 
been unfortunately run through the body in a duel by 
^oe of his own countrymen. 

B 3 
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I next got into favour with an ol4 ^hml of th^ 
gviards^ who happened to tsike a fancy to nva on^ 
evening at the Tilt-yard <poffee-house, for having carr 
ried on a pint bumper ipore than a lieutenant of 4 
inan of war, (hat had challenged my toast. A9 hif 
fole delight was centered in the bottle, all he reqv)ire4 
of me was to drinlc glass for glass with him I which 
I readily complied withi as he always paid my reckonr 
ing. When sober, he was the best humopred man in 
the world ; but he was very apt to be quarrelsome and 
extremely mischievous, when in liquor. He has mor« 
than once flung a bottle at n>y h^adj ^nd emptied the 
contents of a bowl of punch in my face : sometimes 
he has diverted himself by setting fire to my rufflesj 
shaking the ashes of his pipe pver my periwig, of 
making; a thrust at me with the red hot poker : and t 
remember, he once soused me all over with the urin9 
of the whole company, by clapping a large pewter 
Jordan topsy-turvy upon my head. All these indigni-p 
ties I very patiently put up withj as he was sur^ 
to make me double amends for them the next morning ; 
2|nd J was very near procuring a commission in the 
army through his interest, when to my great disap-r 
pointment^ he was suddenly carried off by an apo- 
plexy. 

You will be surprised when I tell youj that I next 
contrived to squeeze myself into the good opinion of 
a rich old curmudgeon, a city merchant, and one of 
the circumcised. He could have no objection to my 
religion, as I used to spend every Sunday with him at 
his country house, where I preferred playing at card*, 
to going to church. Nor could I, indeed, get any 
thing out of him beyond a dinner :. but I had higher 
points in view. As he had nobody to inherit his for- 
tune but an only daughter,; who was kept always in 
the country) I became so desperately in love with her, 
that I would even have turned Jew to obtain her : but 
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instead of that^ I very foolishly made a Christian of 
her ; and we were privately married at the Fleet. 
When I came to break the matter to the father^ and 
to make an apology for having converted her^ he. re- 
ceived me with a loud laagh, ** Sir, says he, if my 
child had married the devilf he should have had erery 
penny that was her due. But, as she is only my 
bastard, the law cannot oblige me to give her a far- 
thing." 

This I found to be too true : and very happily for 
me my christian wife had so little regard for her new 
religion, that she again became an apostate, and was 
taken into keepine, (to which T readily gave my con- 
sent) by one of her own tribe and complexion. I 
shall not tire you with a particular detail of what has 
happened to me since : I shall only acquaint you, that 
I have exactly followed the precept of ** becoming all 
things to all men." I was once supported very splen- 
didly by a young rake of quality for my wit in talk- 
ing blasphemy, and ridiculing the bible, till my 
patron shot himself through the head ; and I lived at 
bed and board with an old methodist lady for near a 
twelve-month, on account of my zeal for the new 
doctrine, till one of the maid servants wickedly laid a 
child to roe. At present, Mr. Town, 1 am quite out 
of employ ; having just lost a very profitable place, 
which I held under a great man in quality of his pimp. 
My disgrace was owing to the baseness of an old 
Covent-garden acquaintance, whom I palmed upon his 
honour lor an innocent creature just come out of the 
country : but the hussy was so ungrateful, as tobesto^v 
on both of us convincing marks of her thorough 
knowledge of the town. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 

Peter Supi'le. 
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TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, 

I have a little god-daughter in the countr 
whom I every year send some diverting and instri 
book for a New- Year's gift : I would therefor 
you to recommend to me one fit for the purj 
which will oblige 

Your humble servant, 

T W— 



TO MR. T W 

Sir, 

I know no book so fit for your purpose as the ' 
noisseur, lately published in two pocket yolu: 
which I would further recommend to all father 
mothers, grand-fathers and grand-mothers, uncle 
aunts, god-fathers and god-mothers, to give to 
sons and daughters, grand-sons and grand-daugl 
nephews and nieces, god-sons and god-daughters ;• 
as being undoubtedly the best present at this seas< 
the year, that can possibly be thought of. 

Town, Connoissei 

N. B. Large allowance to those, who buy quant 

to give away. 

T 
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N" lOi. THURSDAY, JANUARV 1, 1756. 



' yantjui bifrtmtU imag9. 

VIRG. 

Intwo-fac'd Janus we this moral find ; 

While we look forward, we should look behind. 

As the appointed time of our publication now hap-> 
pens to fall on New-year's-day, I cannot open the 
business of the year with a better grace, than by 
taking the present hour for the subject of this paper : 
a sahjecty which pleases me the more, as it also gives 
me an opportunity of paying my readers the compli. 
ments or the season, and most sincerely wishing them 
all a happy new year, and a great many of them. But, 
in order to make these civilities of more consequence 
than a bare compliment, I will also endeavour to give 
them a little wholesome advice ; by which they may 
be most likely to ensure to themselves that happincis, 
and to go through the ensuing year with ease and 
tranquillity. 

No god in the heathen Pantheon was expressed by 
more proper emblems, or more signiBcantly represented, 
than Janus ; whom we may fairly style, in our language, 
the god of the new year. The medals, on which the 
image of this deity was engraved, bore two faces, not 
ogling each other like those on the shillings of Philip 
and Mary, nor cheek by jowl like the double visage 
on the coin oi William and Mary, but turned from 
each other ; one looking forwards, as it were, into 
futurity, and the other taking a retrospective view of 
wliat was past. There cannot be devised a stronger^ 
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or more sensible lesson of moral instruction, than this 
figure teaches us. This double view compu'ehends in 
itself the sum of human prudence ; for the most per- 
fect reason can go no higher than wisely to guess at 
the future^ by reflecting on the past ; and morality 
is never so likely to persevere in a steady and uniform 
coursci as when it sets out with a fixed determination 
of mutually rec;ulating the new year by a recoUectioa 
of the old^ and at the same time making the succeed- 
ing a comment on the last. 

Most of the faults in the general conduct of man- 
kind, and their frequent miscarriages m their most 
favourite enterprizes, will be found, upon examinatuxit 
tp result from an imperfect and partial view of what 
relates to their dut^ or undertakings. Some regolatt 
their actions b^ blind guess, and rashly presuming on 
the future, without the least attention to the past* 
With these the impetuosity of the passions gives their 
reason no scope to exert itself, but^ neglecting the 
premises, they Jump to a conclusion. Othersi who 
are often taken for men of deep reflection and marvel- 
lous understanding, meditate so profoundly on the pasti 
th^t they scarce take any notice either of the present 
or the future. To these two charactersf whose miscon* 
duct arises from two such contrary sources, may indeed 
be added a third, whose wild irregular behaviour is 
founded on no fixt principles, but proceeds from a total 
absence of thought and reflection. These easy crea* 
tures act entirely at random, neither troubling them- 
selves with what has been, what is, or what will be a 
and^ as the image of Janus seems to bear two heads, 
these thoughtless vacant animals may almost be said to 
have no head at all. 

But that the necessity of taking this comprehensive 
view of our aflairs may appear in the stronger lights 
let us consider the many difficulties, in which men of 
^y of the above characters are involved^ from a total 
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^lect or prtial surrey of matters tlukt should in. 
;nce their conduct. The first sort of men, who 
irish great expectations from the future^ and sutfer 
pe tolay their prudence to sleep, are very common: 
leed> almost every man, like the dairy-maid with 
r pail of milk, pleases himself with calculatine th6 
vantages he shall reap from his undertakings. Ther6 
scarce a servitor at either university^ who, when he 
cds ord^rSf does not think it more than possible he 
ly one day be a bishop, or at least head of a coU 
^, though perhaps at first he is glad to snap at i. 
racy. Every walking attendant on our hospitaU 
tters himself that a few years will settle him iii 
gh practice and a chariot : and among those few 
atlemen of the inns of court, who really deservd 
e name of students, there is hardly one who sits 
rwn to Lord Coke without imagining that he may 
iftselfi some time or other, be Lord Chancellor. At 
is early period of life these vain hopes may perhaps 
rvc as spurs to diligence and virtue ; but what shall 
(! say to those people, who in spite of experience and 
peat^d disappointments, still place their chief de- 
endance on groundless expectations from their future 
»rtune ? This town swarms with people who rely aU 
i08t soldy on contingencies : and oux* gaols are often 
Ikd with wretches, who brought on their own poverty 
id misfortunes, by promishig themselves great profit 
tun some darling skmeme, which has at last been at. 
snded with bankruptcy. The present extravagance 
f many of our spend.thrifts is built on some ideal 
iches, of which th6y are soon to be in possession ; 
nd which they are laying out as freely, as the girl in 
be farce squanders the ten thousand pounds she was to 
jet in the lottery, I am myself acquainted with a 
oung fellow, who had great expectations from an old 
ihcle. He had ten thousand pounds of his own in 
cady money j and as the old gentkuvaiv vj^ji ^^ ^t^'v;x. 
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firm constitutioHi and turned of sixty> the nephew 
very considerately computed, that his uncle could 
hardly last above five years, during which time he 
might go on very genteelly at the rate of 2oool. per 
ann. However the old gentleman held together above 
seven years, the last two of which our young spark 
had no consolation, but the daily hopes of his ancle's 
death. The happy hour at length arrived ; the will 
was tore open with rapture ; when, alas ! the fond 
youth discovered, that he had never once reflected, 
that though he had a ticket in the wheel, it might 
possibly come up a blank, and had the mortification to 
find himself disinherited. 

I shall not dwell so particularly on the ridiculous 
folly of those profound speculatists, who fix their at- 
tention entirely on what is past, without making their 
reflections of service either for the present or the 
future, because it is not a very common or tempting 
species of absurdity : but shall rather advise the reader 
to consider the time past, as the school of experience, 
from which he may draw the most useful lessons for his 
future conduct. This kind of retrospect would teach 
us to provide with foresight against the calamities, to 
which our inexperience has hitherto exposed us, though 
at the same time it would not throw us so far back, as 
to keep us. lagging, like the old style, behind the rest 
of the world. To say the truth, those sage persons 
who are given to such deep reflection, as to let to-day 
and to-morrow pass unregarded by meditating on yes- 
terday, are as ridiculous in their conduct, as country 
beaux in their dress, who adopt the town modes, just 
after they are become unfashionable in London. 

But there is no task so difiiculc, as to infuse ideas 
into a brain hitherto entirely unaccustomed to think, 
ing : for how can we warn a man to avoid the misf^. 
tunes which may hereafter befal him, or to improve 
by the calamities he has already suBTered, whose ac* 
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tions are not the result of thought, or guided by ex- 
perience ? These persons are, indeed, of all others, 
the most to be pitied. They arc prodigal and aban- 
doned in their conduct, and by vicious excesses ruin 
their constitution, till at length poverty and death 
stare them in the face at the same time ; or if, unfor- 
tunately, their crazy frame holds together after th& 
otter destruction of their fortune, they finish a thought- 
less life by an act of desperation, and a pistol puts an 
end to their miseries. 

Since then good fortune cannot be expected to fall 
into our laps, and it requires some thought to ensure 
to ourselves a likelihood of success in our undertakings, 
let us look back with attention on the old year, and 
gather instructions from it in what manner to conduct 
ourselves through the new. Let us also endeavour to 
draw from it a lesson of morality : and J hope it will 
not be thought too solemn a conclusion of this paper, 
if I advise my readers to carry this reflection even 
into religion. This train of thought, that teaches us 
at once to reflect on the past, and look forward to the 
future, will also naturally lead us to look up with awe 
and admiration towards that Being, who has existed 
from all eternity, and shall exist world without end* 
No consideration can give us a more exalted idea of the 
Power, who first created us, and whose providence is 
always over us. Let us then consider with attention 
this pagan image, by which we may add force to our 
morality, and prudence to our ordinary conduct ; nor 
let us blush to receive a lesson from Heathens, which 
may animate our zeal and reverence for the Author of 
Christianity. 

O 
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Pater ! nee jam pater- 



OVID. 

O shame to ancestry ! his Grace's son 
Owes his vile birth 4o Harry or to John: 

to MR. TOWN. 
Sir, 

It has been my good fortune to be bom of a £lmi])r> 
that is recorded in the Herald's dictionary, as one of 
the most ancient in the kingdom. We are supposed to 
have come into England with William the Conqueror. 
Upon my accession some years ago to my elder bro- 
ther's estate and title of a Baronet, I received a visit 
from Rouge Dragon, Esq. Pursuivant at Arms, to con- 
gfatulj<te ro6 upon my new rank of a Vavasour, and to 
know whether I should choose to bear the Dexter Base 
Poirrts of the Lady Isabel's Saltire in Chief, or only 
her Sinister Corners ; she being one of the seventeen 
eoheiresses of my great great great great great grand- 
father'^ fourth wire Dorothy, the daughter and sole 
heiress Of Simon de la Frogpool of Croakham in Suf- 
folk. This unexpected visit must have disconcerted 
me to an invincible degree, if upon recollection I had 
hot only remembered Mr. Rouge Dragon as a constant 
companion to ray late brother, but as a kind of tutor 
in initiating him into the science of heraldry, and the 
civil and military atchievements, to which our nobi- 
lity and gentry are entitled As soon, therefore, as I 
could recover myself from my first surprize in hearing 
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^ unknown English language, I humbly thanked Mr. 
Pragon for the pains he ha3 taken in consi4ering my 
coat of arms so minutely, but hope4 he woul4 givf 
himself no farther trouble qpon my account ; becauf^ 
J was fully determined to bear the plain shield of my 
grandfather Peter, without taking the le^i^t notice q( 
J^ady I^^bel'^ Saltire in Chiefj or even of her Siniftffr 
Corners. 

Be it to my shame or not, I must con&»i tb%t 
heraldry is 4 science, which I have never much culti- 
vated : nor do I find it very prevalent among thf 
fashionable studies of the age. Arms and armorial 
tokens, ipay> I suppose, be reguhtrly distinguishf^^ 
juid properly emHazonedi upon th« family pUte, I9 
which they belong : but \ have observed of Ute, th^ 
these honourable ensigns are not confined entirely tg 
fheir proper owncr*> b»r lire usurped by every hoiy, 
ivho thinks fit to take them ; insomuch that th^r^ 19 
fparcq a hackney coapb in Ijondon, which i$ not i^ 

K^se^sion of a ducal crest, itn earl'^ coronet, pr g 
ronet's bloody hai)d. This, indeed, \m often giveo 
me great p^ence, 99 it refiects a scaijd^ on our pobir 
bility and gentry ; and I c^nqot but think it yery in. 
Recent fqr a duke'9 coach to be i^een waiting at 9 nights 
foliar, pr for a oovmte8$'s landau to set down }adi(r9 at 
the door pf ^ cpmmon bawdy-hoyse. J remember I 

yrsL^ one morning disturbed at my breakfast by a 
fashionable r^p ^t my door; when iooking put of my 
windpw, I ?4w the (;pach of the Lady Ppwag^r — --^ 
4ravvn up before it, J was extremely »qrpri&ed gt 99 
early and unexpected a visit from her ladyship; ^t 
white I w^is preparing to receive her, I pver-heard her 
ladyship at high words with h^r coachman in my 
entry ; ^ben stepping tp the ^tgir-case I found that 
the co9phman and her ladyship, represented in th« 
person ^ pnc pf my housemaids, were s^uabWin^ 
^gtt}^ ^bwt sixpepije. This bftdg? of iipbUityr4«« 
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somed at random according to the fancy of the coacb- 
painter, I have found inconvenient on other occasions: 
for I once travelled from London to Derby in an hired 
chariot finely ornamented with a riscomit's cypher 
and coronet ; bv which noble circumstance I was com* 
pelled in every inn to pay as a lord, though I was not 
at that time even a simple baronet, or (in the language 
of my friend Mr. Dragon) arrived to the dignity of a 
Vavasour. 

I have sometimes doubted, whether nobility and 
high rank are of that real advantage, which they are 
generally esteemed to be : and I am almost inclined to 
think, that they answer no desirable end, but as far 
as they indulge our vanity and ostentation. A long 
roll of ennobled ancestors makes, I confess, a very al- 
luring appearance. To see coronet after coronet pass- 
ing before our view in an uninterrupted succession, is 
the most soothing prospect, that perhaps can present 
itself to the eye or human pride : the exaltation, that 
we feel upon such a review, takes rise in a visionary 
and secret piece of flattery, that as glorioosj and as 
long, or even a longer line of future coronets may 
spring from ourselves, as have descended from our an- 
cestors. We read in Virgil, that Anchises, to inspire 
his son with the properest iocitement to virtue, shews 
him a long race- of kings, emperors, and heroes, to 
whom ^neas is fore-doomed to give their origin ; and 
the misery of Macbeth is made by Shakspeare to pro- 
ceed, less from the consciousness of guilt, than from 
the disappointed pride, that none of his own race shall 
succeed him in the throne. 

The pride of ancestry, and the desire of continuing 
our lineaee, when they tend to an incitement of vir- 
tuous and noble actions, are undoubtedly laudable ; 
and I should perhaps have indulged myself in the 
rleasing reflection, had not a particular story in a 
French novel, which I lately met with, put a stop to 
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nil vain glories, that can possibly be deduced from a 
long race of progenitors. 

* A nobleman of an ancient house, of very high 
rank and great fortune, (says the novelist) died sud- 
denlyi and without being permitted to stop at purga. 
toryi was sent down immediately into hell. He had 
not been long there, before he met with his coachman 
Thomas, who like his noble roaster was gnashing his 
teeth among the damned. Thomas, surprised to be- 
hold his lordship amidst the sharpers, thieves, pick- 
pockets, and all the canaille of hell, started and cried 
out in a tone of admiration, << Is it possible, that I 
see my late master among Lucifer's tribe of beggars, 
rogues, and pilferers! How much ami astonished to 
find your lordship in this place ! Your lordship ! whose 
generosity was so great, whose affluent housekeeping 
drew such crowds of nobility, gentry, and friends to 
your table, and within your gates, and whose fine 
taste employed such numbers of poor in your gardens, 
by building temples and obelisks, and by forming 
lakes of water, that seemed to vie with the largest 
oceans of the creation! Pray, my lord, if I may be 
so bold, what crime has brought your lordship into 
this cursed assembly ?" — " Ah, Thomas, (replied his 
lordship, with his usual condescension,) I have been 
sent hither for having defrauded my royal niaster, and 
cheating the widows and fatherless, solely to enrich, 
and purchase titles, honours, and estates for that un. 
grateful rascal, my only son. But prithee, Thomas, 
tell me, as thou didst always seem to be an honest, 
careful, sober servant, what brought thee hither?" 
** Alas ! my noble lord (replied Thomas) I was sent 
hither for begetting that son." 

I am. Sir, your most humble servant, 

Reginald Fitzworm. 

I must agree with my correspondent, that the study 

of heraldry is at present in very little repute amono* 

^3 
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us ; and our nobility are more anxious ^bout prffierv|ng 
the genealogy of their horsesy than of their 0W9 
family. Whatever value their progenitors may have 
formerly set upon their blood > it is now found to be of 
no value^ when put into the scale and weighe4 against 
solid plebeian gold : nor would the most illustrious 
descendant from Cadwalladeri or the Irish kingSf 
scruple to debase his lineage by an alliance with tqe 
daughter of a city-plum, though all her ancestors 
were yeomen> and none of her family ever bore arms« 
Titles of quality^ when the owners have no otbef 
merit to recommend them^ are of no more estimation^ 
tliaq those which the courtesy of the vulgar have be- 
stowed on the deformed : and when I look over a long 
tree of descent^ I sometimes fancy I can discover the 
real characters of sharpers^ reprobates^ and plunderer9 
pf their country^ concealed under the titles pf duke^ 
earls, and viscounts. 

It is well known, that the very servants, in tbo 
absence of their masters,, assume the same titles; and 
Tom or Harry, the footman or gropm of his Grace, 
is always my Lord Duke in the kitchen or stables. 
For this reason, I have thought proper to present my 
reader with the pedigree of a footman, arawn up in 
the fame sounding titles, as are so pompously displayed 
on these occasions : and I dare say, it will appear no 
less illustrious, than the pedigrees of many families, 
which are neither celebrated for their actions, nor dis- 
tinguished by their virtues, 

'1 he family of the Skips, or Skipkennels, is very 
ancimt and noble. The founder of it Maitre Jaques 
cr.> e into England with the Duchess of Mazarme. 
lie was son of a prince of the blood, his mother one 
of the Mesdames of France : This family is therefore 
related to the most illustrious Maitres d' Hotel and 
Valeti de Chamhre of that kingdom. Jaques had issue 
two sons^ 'vix. Robert and Paul ; of whom Paulf the 
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yoangesti was invested with the purple before he was 
eighteen, and made a bishop, and soon after became an 
archbishc^. Robert, the elder, came to be a duke, 
but died without issue : Paul, the archbishop^ left 
behind him an only daughter, Barbara, base-born, 
who was afterwards maid of honour ; and intermarry, 
ing with a lord of the bed-chamber, had a very nu. 
merous issue by him ; njix, Rebecca, born a week after 
their marriage, and died young ; Joseph, first a 
squire, afterwards knighted, high sheriflF of a county, 
and colonel of the militia ; Peter, raised from a cabin 
boy to a lord of the admiralty } William, a faggot in 
the first regiment of the guards, and a brigadier ; 
Thomas, at first an earl's eldest son, and afterwards % 
brewer and lord mayor of the city of London. The 
seveiral branches of this fainily were no less distin- 
ffuished for their illustrious progeny. Jaques, the 
KMinder, first quartered lace on his coat^ and Robert 
added the shoulder knot. Some of them indeed^ met 
with great trouble : Archbishop Paul lost his see for 
getting a cook-maid with child ; Barbara, the maid 
of honour, was dismissed with a big belly ; brigadier 
William was killed by a chairman in a pitched battle 
at an ale-house ; the lord pf the admiralty was trans- 
ported for seven years ; and duke Robert had the mis. 
fortune to be hanged at Tyburn. 
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■ Nihil videtur mundius. 

TER. 

TIx house so neat, so nice within, 
*Ti5 pity we should enter in. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

1 Am married to a lady of a very nice and delicate 
dispositioni who is cried up by all the good women of 
her acquaintance^ for being the neatest body in her 
house they ever knew. This, Sir, is my grievance : 
This extraordinaiy neatness is so very troublesome, 
and disgusting to me, that I protest I had rather lodge 
in a carrier's inn, or take up my abode with the horses 
in the stables. 

It must be confessed, that a due regard to neatness 
and cleanliness is as necessary to be observed in our 
habitations as our persons : but though I should not 
<L:hoo8e to have my hands begrimed like a chimney- 
sweeper's, I would not, like the superstitious Maho- 
metans, wash them six times a day : and though I 
should be loth to roll in a pig-stye, yet I do not like 
to have my house rendered useless to me under the pre- 
tence of keeping it clean. 

For my own part, I cannot see the difference be- 
tween having a house that is always dirty, and a house 
that is always to be cleaned. I could very willingly 
compound to be washed out of my home, with other 
masters of families, every Saturday night : but my 
wife is so very notablej that the same cleansing work 
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must be repeated every day in the week. All the 
morning long I am sure to be entertained with the 
domestic concert of scrubbing the floors, scouring the 
irons, and beating the carpets ; and I am constantly 
hunted from room to room, while one is to be dusted, 
another dry -rubbed, another washed, and another run 
over with a dry mop. T'hus, indeed, I may be said 
to live in continual airtiness, that my house may be 
clean : for during these nice operations every apart- 
ment is stowed with soap, brickdust, sand, scrubbing- 
brushes, hair.brooms, rag-mops, and dishclouts. 

You may suppose, that the greatest care is taken to 
prevent the least speck of dirt from soiling the floors. 
For this reason all that come to our house, (besides 
the ceremony of scraping at the door,) are obliged to 
rub their shoes for half an hour on a large ragged mat 
at the entrance ; and then they must straddle their 
way along several lesser mats, ranged at due distances 
irom each other in the passage, and (like boys at play) 
come into the room with a hop, a step, and a jump. 
The like caution is used by all the family : I myself 
am scarce allowed to stir a step without slippers ; my 
wife creeps on tip-toe up and down stairs ; the maid- 
servants are continually stumping below In clogs or 
pattens; and the footman is obliged to sneak about the 
house bare-footed, as if he came with a sly design to 
steal something. 

After what has been said, you will naturally con. 
elude, that my wife must be no less nice in other par. 
ticulars. But as it is observed bv Swift, that << a 
nice man is a man of nasty ideas," m like manner we 
may affirm, that your very neat people are the most 
slovenly on many occasions. They cannot conceive, 
that any thing, which is done by such delicate per- 
sons, can possibly give oflence : I have, therefore, 
often been m pain for my wife, when I have seen her, 
befose company, dost the tea-caps with a foul apron or 
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a washing gown ; and I have more than once blushed 
for her, when through her extreme cleanliness. At 
has not been contented without breathing into our 
drink ing.glasses^ and afterwards wiping them with 
her pocket handkerchief. People, Mr, Town, who 
are not very intiipate with families, seldom see them 
(especially the female part) but in disguise : and it 
will be readily allowed, that a lady wears a very dif- 
ferent aspect, when she comes before company, than 
when she first sets down to her toilet. My wife ap- 
pears decent enough in her apparel, to those who visit 
us in the afternoon : but in tne morning she is quite 
another figure. Her usual dishabille then is, an ordi-^ 
nary stuff jacket and petticoat, a double clout thrown 
over her head and pinned under her chin, a black 
greasy bonnet, and a coarse dowlas aprpn ; so thftt yoa 
would rather take her for a chair. woman. Nor, in* 
deed, does she scruple to stoop to the meanest drudgery 
of such an occupation : for so great is her love of 
cleanliness, that I have often seen her on her knec4 
scouring the hearth, and spreading d^bs of vinegar 
and fullers earth on the boards. 

This extraordinary solicitude in my wife, for the 
cleanliness of her rooms and the care and preservation 
of her furniture, makes my house entirely useless, and 
takes away all that ease and familiarity, which is the 
chief comfort of one's own home. 1 am obliged to 
make shift with the most ordinary accommodations, 
that the more handsome pieces of furniture may re* 
main unsoiled, and be always set out for show and 
magnificence. I am never allowed to eat from any 
thing better than a delft plate, that the economy of 
the beauiait, which is embellished with a variety of 
china, may not be disarranged : and indeed my wifo 
prides herself particularly on her ingenious contrivancft 
in this article, having ranged among the rest sonie old 
china not fit for use, but disposed in such a nunner, u 
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lo conceal the streaks of white paint that cement the 
broken pieces together, I must drink my beer out of 
an earthen mug, though a great quantity of place is 
Constantly displayed on the sideboard ; while all the 
furniture, except when we have company, is done up 
in paper, as if the family, to whom it belongs, were 
gone into the country. In a word. Sir, any thin? that 
is decent and cleanly is too good to be used, for rear it 
should be dirtied ; and I live, with every convenience 
at hand, without the power of enjoying one of them. 
I have elegant apartments, but am almost afraid to 
^ntcr them ; I have plate, china, and the most gen- 
teel furniture, but must not use them ; which is as ridi- 
culous an absurdity and almost as great a hardship, a^ 
if I had hands without the power of moving them, 
fhc organs of sight, smell, taste, without being suf- 
fered to exert them, and feet without being permitted 
to U^alk. 

Thus, Sir, this extravagant passion for cleanliness, 
so predominant in my wife, keeps the family in a per- 
petual state of muck and dirt ; and while we are sur- 
rounded with all necessaries, subjects us to every in- 
convenience. But what makes it a still greater 
grievance is, that it has been the ridiculous cause of 
many other misfortunes. I have sometimes created 
h6t anger by littering the room with throwing my 
|;^rters on a chair, or hanging my peruke on one of 
the gilt sconteS : Having once unluckily spilt a bottle 
of ink on one of the best cafpets, she was irreconcile- 
able for a month ; and I had scarce brought het to 
temper again, when I most unfortunately ran against 
the footman, who was entering with the dinner, and 
threw down a leg of pork and pease-pudding on the 
parlour-floor. This superabundant neatness did once 
also very nearly occasion my death ; for while I lay 
ill of a fever, my delicate wife, thinking it Would 
refresh me^ ordered my bedchamber td be mopped ; and 
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the same scrupulous nicety was also the means of our 
losing a very considerable addition to our fortune. 

A rich old uncle^ on whom we had great depen. 
dence^ came up to town last summer on purpose to 
pay us a visit : but though he had rode above sixty 
miles that day, he was obliged to stand in the passage 
till his boots were pulled off, for fear of foiling the 
Turkey carpet. After supper the old gentleman, as 
was his constant practice, desired to have his pipe : 
but this you may be sure could by no means be allowed, 
as the filthy stench of the tobacco would never be got. 
ten out of the furniture again ; and it was with much 
ado, that my wife would even suffer him to go down 
and smoke in the kitchen. We had no room to lodge 
him in, except a garret with nothing but bare walls; 
because the chintz bed-chamber was, indeed, too nice 
for a dirty country squire. These slights very much 
chagrined my good uncle : but he had not been with 
us above a day or two, before my wife and he came to 
an open quarrel on. the following occasion. It hap- 
pened, that he had brought a favourite pointer with 
nim, who at his first coming was immediately locked 
up in the coal-hole : but the dog having found means 
to escape, had crept slily up stairs, and (besides other 
marks of his want of delicacy) had very calmly 
stretched himself out upon a crimson damask settee. 
My wife not only sentenced him to the discipline of 
the whip, but insisted upon having; the criminal hanged 
up afterwards ; when the master interposing in his be- 
half, it produced such high words between them, that 
my uncle ordered his horse, and swore he would never 
darken our doors again as long as he breathed. He 
went home, and about two months after died : but as 
he could not forgive the ill treatment, which both he 
and his dog had met with at our house, he had altered 
his will,which before he had made entirely in our favour* 
I am, Sir^ your humble servant, 
T Peter Plainall* 
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Actum est: lUcet : PerUtl, 

TER. 

Ruin'd and undone ! 

X HE use of language is the ready communication of 
our thoughts to one another. As we cannot produce 
|he objects, which raise ideas in our minds, we use 
words which are made signs of those objects. No man 
could otherwise convey to another the idea of a table 
or chair, without pointing to those pieces of furniture : . 
as children are taueht to remember the names of things 
\}y looking at their pictures. Thus, if I wanted to 
mention king Charles on horse-back, I must carry my 
companion to Charing-cross ; and would I next tell 
^m of the statue of Sir John Barnard, we must trudge 
back again, and he must wait for my meaning till we 
get to the Royal Exchange. We should belike the 
sages of Laputa, who (as Gulliver tells us) having sub. 
stituted things for words, used to carry about them such 
things as were necessary to express the particular busi- 
ness they were to discourse on, '< I have often beheld 
(says he) two of those sages almost sinking under the 
weight of their packs, like pedlars among us : who, 
when they meet in the streets, would lay down their 
loads, open their sacks, and hold conversation for an 
hour together ; then put up their implements, help each 
other to resume their burthens, and take their leave.'* 
In these circumstances a man of the fewest words 
could not, indeed, talk without carrying about him a 
much larger apparatus of conversation, than is contained 
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in the bag of the noted Yeates, or any other sligIit;>of- 
hand artist : he could not speak of a chicken or an ow]| 
but it must be ready in his pocket to be produced* In 
such a case we could not say we heard^ but we saw -the 
conversation of a friend ; as in the epistolary corre- 
spondence, carried on by those pretty hierogljrphic let- 
ters (as they are called), where the picture of a deer 
and a woman finely drest is made to stand for the ex- 
pression of dear lady. 

But the invention of words has removed these diffi- 
culties ; and we may talk not only of any thing we 
have seen, but what neither we, nor the persons to whom 
we speak, ever saw. Thus we can convey to another 
the idea of a battle, without being reduced to the dis- 
agreeable necessity of learning it from the cannon's 
mouth : and we can talk of the people in the world of 
the moon, without being obliged to make use of bishop 
Wilkins's artificial wings to fly thither. Words, there, 
fore, in the ordinary course of life, are like the paper. 
money among merchants ; invented as a more ready 
conveyance, by which the largest sum can be trans- 
mitted to the most distant places with as much ease as 
a letter ; while the same in specie would require bags 
and chests, and even carts or ships to transport it. But, 
however great these advantages are, the use of Ian. 
guage has brought along with it several inconve- 
niences, as well as paper-money : for as this latter is 
more liable to miscarry, more easily concealed, carried 
ofl^, or counterfeited than bullion, merchants have fre- 
quent cause to complain, that the convenience of this 
sort of cash is not without it's alloy of evil; and wc 
find, that in the use of language there is so much room 
for deceit and mistake, that though it does not render 
it useless, it is much to be wished some remedy could 
be contrived. 

Men are so apt to use the same words in diflTerent 
senses, and call the same thing by different names, that 
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oftentimes they cannot understand others^ or be them, 
selves understood. If one calls that thing black 
which another calls green^ or that prodigality which 
another calls generosity, they mistake each other's 
meaning, and can never agree, till they explain the 
words. It is to this we owe so much, wrangling in 
discourse, and so many volumes of controversy on al« 
most every part of literature. I have known a dispute 
Carried on with great warmth, and when the disputants 
have come . to explain, what each meant, it has been 
discovered they were both of a side : like the men in 
the play, who met and fought first, and, after each had 
been heartily beaten, found themselves to be friends. 
What should we say, if this practice of calling 
things by a wrong name was to pbtain among trades- 
men ? If you was to send to your haberdasher for a 
hat, you might receive a pair of stockings ; or instead 
of a cordial julep from your apothecary, be furnished 
with a cathartic or a clyster. 

It would be needless to insist on the inconveniences 
arising from the misuse or misapprehension of terms in 
all verbal combats ; whether they be fought on the spot 
by word of mouth, or (like a game of chess) main- 
tained, even though lands and seas interpose, by the 
assistance of the press. In our ordinary conversation 
it is notorious, that no less confusion has arisen from 
the wrong application or perversion of the original 
and most natural import of words. I remember, when 
I commenced author, I published a little pamphlet, 
which I flattered myself had some merit, though I 
must confess it did not sell.. Conscious of my growing 
fame, I resolved to send the first fruits of it to an uncle 
in the country, that my relations might judge of the 
ffieat honour I was likely to prove to the family : but 
how was I mortified, when the good man sent me 
word, *that he was sorry to find I had ruined myself> 
and had wit>te a book ; for the parson of the parish 
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had assured him^ that authors were ncYer Wdtfa a hvm 
thing, and always died in a ^aol. ' Notwithstanding 
this remonstrance, I have still persisted in nxj rmm; 
which at present I cannot say is quite oomjdeted, at I 
can make two meals a day, have yet a coat to my backf 
with a clean shirt for Sundays at least, and am lodged 
somewhat below a garret. However, this prediction 
of my uncle has often led me to consider, in now many 
senses, di^rent from it's general acceptation, the worn 
ruined is frequently made use of. When we hear this 
word applied to another, we should naturally imagine 
the person is reduced to a state woRe than he was in 
before, and so low that it is scarce possible for him to 
rise again : but we shall often find, instead of his being 
undone, that he has rather met with some extraofdi* 
nary good fortune ; and that those, who pionoiinoe 
him ruinedy either mean you should undc;^tand it in 
some other light, or else call him undone, because he 
differs from them in his way of life, or because they 
wish him to be in that situation* I need not point 
out the extreme craelty, as well as injustice, in the 
misapplication of this term ; as it may literally ruin a 
man, by destroying his character : according to the old 
English proverb, 'give a dog an ill name, and ^hang 
him.' 

Most people are, indeed, so entirely taken up with 
their own narrow views, that, like the jaundiced cyt^ 
every thing appears to them of the same colour* From 
this selfish prejudice they are led to make a wrong 
judgment of^ the motives and actions of others : and ic 
IS no wonder, that they should see ruin staring every 
man in the face, who happens not to think as they do : 
I shall, therefore, here set down a catalogue of some 
of my own acquaintance, whom the charity and good- 
nature of the world have not scrupled to pronouiKe 
absolutely ruined. 

A young clergyman of Cambridge might hare had 
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« good colkge-living in about thirty years timey or 
-have been head of the house : bat he chose to quit his 
fellowship for a small cure in town, with a riew of 
Tecommending himself by his preaching Ruined m 

A' fellow ot another college in the same university 
•lefbsed to quit his books and his retirementy to live at 
-chaplain with a smoking, drinkine, swearinr, fox. 
inmting country squircy who would have provided lor 
•him Rninedm 

Dr. Classicy a young physician from Oxford, might 
have had more practice than Radclifie or Mead : but hav. 
ing studied Aristotle's PoeticSy and read the Greek tra. 
;gedies as well as Galen and Hippocratesy he was tempted 
;to write a play, . which was universally applaudedy and 
^le author was Rttined. 

A student of the temple might have made sure of 
a judge's robes or the chancellor's seals : but being tired 
of sauntering in Westminster.hall without even getting 
half a guinea for a motiony he has accepted of a com- 
mission in one of the new-raised regiments, and 
is Ruined* 

A younger brother of a good family threw himself 
away upon an obscure widow with a jointure of 5001. 
per ann. by which he is • Ruined, 

Another, a man of fortune, fell in love with, and mar. 
ried a genteel girl without a farthing ; and though she 
makes him an excellent wife, he is universally allowed 
to have Ruined hitmelf. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but take notice of the 
ttrange sense, in which a friend of mine x>nce heard 
this word used in company by a girl of the town. 
The young creature, being all life and spirits, en- 
.grossed all the conversation to herself; and herself in. 
tleed was the subject of all the conversation : but what 
^ost surprised him, was the manner in which she used 
this word Ruined; which occurred frequently in her 
discourecj though never intended by her to convey the 

G3 
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meaning generally affixed to it. It served her «oiiie^ 
times as an xra to determine the date of every oc- 
currence — ' she bought such a gown> just after she was 
ruined — the first time she saw Garrick in Ranger, she 
was in doubt whether it was before or after she was 
ruined,* — Having occasion to mention a young gentle. 

man> she burst into raptures * O he is a dear crea- 

ture ! — He it was that ruined me — O he is a dear 
soul ; — he carried me to an inn ten miles from my fiu 
ther's house in the country, where he ruined me. — If 
he had not ruined me, I should have been as miserable 
and as moping as my sisters. But the dear soul was 
forced to go abroad upon his travels, and I was obliged 
to come upon the town, three weeks after I was ruined 
—no, not so much as three weeks after I was ruinei 
yes it was full three weeks after I was ruined." 
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Gaudet equisy canibusque^ et aprlcl gramine camp!. 

HOR. 

To spring a covey, or unearth a fo\y 
In rev 'rend sportsmen is right orthodox. 

JVIY cousin Village, from whom I had not heard for 
some time, has lately sent me an account of a Country 
Parson ; which I dare say will prove entertaining to my 
town readers, who can have no other idea of our clergy, 
than what they have collected from the spruce and gen- 
teel figures, which they have been used to contemplate 
here in doctors scarfs, pudding-sleeves, starched bands, 
and feather-top tj^rizzles. It will be found from my 
cousin's description, that these reverend ensigns of or. 
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thodoxy are not so necessary to be displayed among 
rastics ; and that, when they are out oi the pulpit or 
surplice, the good pastors may, without censure, put 
on the manners as well as dress of a groom or whip- 
per-in. 

Doncastetf Jan, 14, 175^. 

D£A& Cousin, 

I'am just arrived here, after having paid a visit to 
our old acquaintance Jack Quickset, who is now be- 
come the Reverend Mr. Quickset, Rector of 

parish in the north.riding of this county, a living; worth 
upwards of three hundred pounds per ann. As the cere- 
monies of ordination have occasioned no alteration in 
Jack's morals or behaviour, the figure he makes in the 
church is somewhat remarkable : but as there are 
many other incumbents of country livings whose cle- 
rical characters will be found to tally with his, perhaps 
a slight sketch, or, as I may say, rough draught of 
him, with some account of my visit, will not be un- 
entertaining to your readers. 

Jack, hearing that I was in this part of the world, 
sent me a very hearty letter, informing me, that he 
had been double-japanned (as he called it) about a year 

ago, and was the present incumbent of ; where if 

I would favour him with my company, he would give 
me a cup of the best Yorjcshire stingo, and would en- 
gage to shew me a noble day's sport, as he was in a 
fine open country with plenty of foxes. I rejoiced to 
hear he was so comfortably settled, and set out imme- 
diately for his living. When I arrived within the 
gate, my ears wei^ alarmed with such a loud chorus of 
*' No mortals on earth are so happy as we,*' that 1 be- 
gan to think I had made a mistake ; till observing 
It's close neighbourhood to the church convinced me, 
that this could be no other than the parsonage -house. 
On loy entrance, my friend (whom I found in the 
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midst of a room-fiill of fox hnntert in boots and bob* 
wigs) got i:p to welcome me to — » and embracing 
me gave me the fill flavoar of his stingo by belching 
in my face, as he did me the honour of salutinff me* 
He then introduced me to his friends ; and placi 
me at the right hand of his own elbow-chair^ assui 
them, that I was a very honest cock, and loved a chtoe 
of five and twenty miles an end as well as wnj of 
them : to preserve the credit of which ohanretrary I 
was obliged to comply with an injunction to tossoiF a 
pint bumper of port, with the foot of the fox dipped 
and squeezed into it to give a zest to the liqnor. 

The whole economy of Jack's life is very difierent 
from that of his brethren. Instead of having a wife 
and a house-fuU of children, (the most common fiu 
mily of a country clergyman,) he is single ; nnless 
we credit some idle whispers in the prish^ that be is 
married to his housekeeper. The calm amusements of 
piquet, chess, and back-gammon, have no charms for 
Jack, who sees " his dearest action in the field," and 
boasts, that he has a brace of as good hunters in his 
stable, as ever leg was laid over. Hunting and shoot, 
ine are the only business of his life ; fox-Iiounds and 
pointers lie about in every parlour ; and he is himself^ 
like Pistol, always in boots. The estimation, in which 
he holds his friends, is rated according to their exceU 
lence as sportsmen ; and to be able to make a good 
shot, or hunt a pack of hounds well, arc most recom. 
mending qualities. His parishioners often earn a shil- 
ling and a cup of ale at his house, by coming to ac* 
quaint him, that they have found an hare sitting, or a 
fox in cover. One day, while I v.'as alone with my 
friend, the servant came in to tell him, that the clerk 
wanted to speak 'with him. He was ordered in ; but 
I could not help smiling, when (instead of giving no- 
tice of a burying, christening, or some other church 
business, as 1 expected) I found the honest clerk only 
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came to acquaint his reverend sixpenor, that there was 
a covey of partrid^Si of a dozen brace at leasts not 
above three fields irom the house. 

Jack's elder brother^ Sir Thomas Quidcset^ who 

Jave him the benefice, is brd of the manor : so that 
ack has full power to beat up the game unmolested. 
He goes out three times a week with his brother's 
honndsi whether Sir Thomas hunts or not ; and has 
besides a deputation from him as lord of the manor^ 
consigning die game to his care, and empowering him 
to take away all guns, nets, and dogs from persons not 
duly qualified. Jack is more proud of this office, than 
many other country clergymen are of being in the 
commission for the peace. Poaching is in his eye the 
SDOSt heinous crime in the two tables ; nor does the 
care of souls appear to him half so important a duty as 
the preservation of the game. 

Sunday, you may suppose^ is as dull and tedious to 
this ordained sportsman, as to any fine lady in town : 
tiot that he makes the duties of his function any fa* 
tigue to him, but as this day is necessarily a day of 
jrest firom the usual toils of shooting and the chase. It 
happened, that the first Sunday after I was with him 
iie engaged to take care of a church, in the absence of 
a neighbouring clergyman, which was about twenty 
miles off. He asked me to accompany him ; and the 
more to encourage me, he assured me, that we should 
ride over as fine a champaign open country as any in 
the north. Accordingly I was rouzed by him in the 
morning before day-break by a loud hollowing of 
< hark to Merriman,' and the repeated smacks of hit 
lialf Jiumter ; and after we had fortified our stomachs 
with several slices of hung beef and a horn or two ef 
stingo, we sallied fi^rth. Jack was mounted upon a 
innter, which he assured me was never yet tnrowa 
out : and as we rode along, he could not help lament, 
ing^ that so fine a soft morning should be thrown away 
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upon a Sunday ; at the same time remaiking^ that tlie 
dogs might run breast high. 

Though we made the best of our way over hedge 
and dttch^ and took every thing, we were often de- 
layed by trying if we could prick a hare, or by leaving 
the road to examine a piece oi cover ; and he frequently 
made me stop, while he pointed out the particular course 
that Reynard took, or the spot where he had earth'd* 
At length we arrived on full gallop at the church, where 
we found the congregation waiting for us : but as Jack 
had nothing to do but to alight, pull his band out of 
the sermon.case, give his brown scratch bob a shake, 
and clap on the surplice, he was presently equipped for 
the service. In short, he behaved himself lx>th in the 
desk and pulpit to the entire satisfaction of all the 

Jarish as well as the 'squire of it; who, after thanking 
ack for his excellent discourse^ very cordially took nt 
home to dinner with him. 

I shall not trouble you with an account of our enter*, 
tainment at the 'squire's ; who, being himself as keen 
a sportsman as ever followed a pack of dogs, was hu?ely 
delighted with Jack's conversation. Church and kmg, 
and another particular toast, (in compliment, I sup. 
pose, to my friend's clerical character) were the first 
drank after dinner ; but these were directly followed 
by a pint bumper to horses sound, dogs hearty, eanhs 
stopt, and foxes plenty. When we had run over again 
with great joy and vociferation, as many chaces as the 
time would permits the bell called us to evening 
prayers : after which, though the 'squire would fain 
have had us stay and take a hunt with him, we 
mounted our horses at the church-door, and rode home 
in the dark ; because Jack had engaged to meet seve- 
ral of his brother-sportsmen, who were to lie all-night 
at his own house, to be in readiness to make up for the 
loss of Sunday, by going out a cock-shooting very 
early the next morning. 
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I must leave it to you, cousin, to make what reflec. 
tions you please on this character ; only observing, that 
the country can furnish many instances of these or- 
dained sportsmen, whose thoughts are more taken up 
with the stable or the dog-keiVnel than the church : 
and, indeed, it will be found, that our friend Jack and 
all of his stamp are regarded by their parishioners, not 
as parsons of the parish, but rather as 'squires in orders. 

I am, dear cousin, yours, &c. 

T 
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'"-Non hdfc soJennia nobis 



Vana superstition veterumve ignarm deorum, 
Imp'jsuit. Savis, bospes Trojane^ periclis 

Servati fadmus, 

VIRG. 

These solemn rites nor superstition vain, 
Nor fears from blinder ignorance ordain : 
Sav'd from the shock) from dangers yet unknown, 
His mercy we implore, whose pow'r we own. 

It is not easy for the mind of man to recover itself 
from any extraordinary panic, which has once seized 
it : for which reason we cannot be surprised, that many 
well-meaning people, who have not yet shaken off the 
apprehensions occasioned by the late dreadful earth, 
quakes, should be led to conjure up new terrors, and 
alarm themselves with imaginary dangers. Their fears 
interpret every common incident, and even the change 
of weather, as signs of approaching destruction : if 
the day be calm and serene, such (they say) is the 
usual forerunner of a shock ; ofi if the night prove 
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tempestuoDSy they can hirdly persuade themaelTesj dat 
it is only the wtad> which rocks their houses. With 
this propensity to entertain any unreasonable dietd 
about future events^ it is no wonder, that weak minds 
should be worked upon by little dabblers in phikttophyf 
who^ having gleaned a few barren scraps from the nuu 
gazines, presume even to foretel the dusolation of thi 
world by the comety which is expected to appear in 
1758. Swifty in his Voyage to Laputa^ has a passage 
so very apposite to these idle pretenders to science^ that 
I shall beg leave to transcribe it. 

'^ These people, says he, are under continual disqoi- 
etudes, never enjoying a minute's peace of mind ; and 
their disturbances proceed from causes, which veiy 
little affect the rest of mortals. Their apprehensions 
arise from several changes they dread in the celestial 
bodies. For instance, that the earth by the continual 
approaches of the sun towards it must in course of time 
be absorbed, or swallowed up. That the &ce of the 
sun will by degrees be encrusted with it's own effluvia, 
and give no more light to the world. That the earth 
very narrowly escaped a brush from the last comet, 
which would have infallibly reduced it to ashes ; and 
that the next, which they have calculated for one and 
thirty years hence, will probably destroy us. For, if 
in it's perihelion it should approach within a certain 
degree of the sun, (as by their calculations they have 
reasons to dread) it will receive a degree of heat ten 
thousand times more intense, than that of red-hot 
glowing iron ; and in it's absence from the sun, carry 
a blazing tail ten hundred thousand andfourteeen miles 
long ; through which if the earth should pass at the 
distance of one hundred thousand miles from the nucleus^ 
or main body of the comet, it must in it's passage be 
set on fire, and reduced to ashes. That the sun, daily 
spending it's rays without any nutriment to supply 
them, will at last be wholly consumed and annihilated ; 
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lich must be attended with the destruction of this 
-th) and of all the planets that receive their light 
>mit* 

<< They are so perpetually alarmed with the aj^re* 
nsions of these and the lilce impending dangers, that 
ty can neither sleep quietly in their beds, nor have 
f relish for the common pleasures or amusements of 
e« When they meet an acquaintance in the morning, 
5 first question is about the sun's health, how he 
iked at his setting and rising, and what hopes tbey 
ve to avoid the stroke of an approaching conoet. 
lis conversation they are apt to run into with the 
oe temper, that boys discover to hear terrible stories 

spirits and hobgc^lins, which they greedily listen 

and dare not go to bed for fear." 
Let us, however, banish from our thoughts all such 
in notions, and let us fortify our minds with a true 
ise of religion, which will teach us to rely on the 
stection of that Providence, which has hitherto pre* 
rved us. Jt is with great pleasure that I remark the 
animous concurrence of almost all ranks of people in 
owing the propriety of the present solemn fast, as a 
cessary act of humiliation, to avert the wrath and 
ngeance of heaven, and to call down it's mercies upon 
. It is true, indeed, that no persons do more preju« 
X to the cause of religion, than they who cloud it's 
nuine cheerfulness with the gloom of superstition, 
id are apt to consider every common accident that 
falls us, as a judgment. They clothe religion in 
e most terrifying habit, and (as it were) dress it up 
all the horrors of the inquisition. These people are 
ich to be pitied ; and it is to be wished, that their 
ju^en piety could be better regulated, fiut there is 
other set of men of a different turn, more numerous, 
d much more dangerous to the community, who treat 
ery act of religion as a jest, and hold it's most sa- 
td ordinances in contempt. Set forms and ceremo- 

VOL, XXXI I. H 
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inoniesy though they have no essential yirtae in them-i 
selves, are yet indispensably requisite to keq> alive iQ 
us a quick sense of our duty. It must be allowedj io« 
deed) that if a man could constantly employ his mind 
in holy meditations, exercise the virtues, and bdieve 
the mysteries of our religion, he would be a true chris- 
tian, though he never complied with any oatwani 
forms, or so much as repeated a sinele prayer. But 
it is manifest from experience, that those who neskct 
the ordinances, neglect also the duties of a christian ; 
and the least reflection on the human mind will con- 
vince us, that some external rites are necessary to set- 
tle the wandering ideas, and to fix the attention on 
it's proper object. The fervent repetition of a mver 
inspires us with love and gratitude towards the Deityt 
and kindles the sparks of devotion within us : and it 
is easy to conceive, that, if the celebration of puUic 
worship was neglected among us only for one year, it 
would DC a more fatal blow to religion, than all the 
weak attacks of infidels and free-thinkers. 

£ut though forms may be said to compose the body, 
a good life is the soul of religion, without which tne 
rest is but a dead mass. The most rieid compliance 
with every ordinance of the church, if it has no in. 
fluence on our conduct, is rather a solemn mockery, 
than an atonement for our offences : as they, who re- 
ceive the bread and wine without a firm resolution to 
lead a new life, are said to eat and drink their own 
damnation. Wherefore, a strict observance of this or 
that particular day is not a sufficient discharge of our 
duty, except it serve to rouze us from the lethargy of 
sin, to awaken in us a desire of becoming worthy the 
protection of the Almighty, by animating our faith, 
amending our lives, and working in us a repentance of 
our transgressions. Thus the Lord's da5 is not merely 
set apart for devotion, with an unlimited license to 
wickedness all the rest of the week ; but our being 
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Tcicolaily exerciaed in acts of piety for one day it 
loulated to strengthen our virtue^ and to give a tinc« 
m of religion to our whole conduct through the 
her six* 

On the present solemn occasion^ I doubt not but 
rery persuasive^ tending to make this temporary fast 
lasting benefit, will be urged by the clergy : I shall 
lerefore content myself with touching on some laxities 
, the usual manner of keeping a fast ; which^ though 
ley are not of sufficient dignity to be taken notice of 
om the pulpit^ should yet be pointed out, as the 
lolation of the &st in these particulars is almost 
liversal* 

The Ytry name of a fast implies a day of abstinence* 
* mortification and self-denial; which has always 
sen enjoined as a necessary means of subduing irre. 
dar desires* and fitting us for holy meditations. For 
is reason* in former days* when people of quality 
«e earlier than even ^lechanics now open their shops* 
hen the court itself dined at eleven* that meal was 
iferred till four o'clock in compliance with this reli« 
[cos exercise* which was in those times a real absti. 
xice* a true piece of mortification and self-denial. 
It if the observance, of a fast consists in not dinin? 
1 four o'clock* our persons of fashion may be said 
» fast every day of their lives. In truth* the several 
lurs of the day are adapted to such very different 
oployments to what they were formerly* that our 
or o'clock stands in the place of their eleven : and 
>thing can be more absurd* (to use no harsher term) 
an to adhere to the form in the performance of a re- 
;;kmt act* when by the alteration of circumstances 
lat form flatly contradicts the very meaning of it's 
iginal institution. I would also ask those rigid de- 
btees* who observe this day in all the strictness of the 
tter* and would be shocked at the sight of a leg of 
atton ofr beef-steak on their tables^ whether the 

H z 
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dining upon salt or' other fish may not be considered 
rather as feasting than fasting, if (as is often the case) 
it shoald happen to be a dish they are remarkably food 
of. All these methods of keeping a fast without ab^ 
8tinence> mortification, or self-denial, are mere quib. 
bles to evade the performance of our duty, and entirdy 
frustrate the design of appointing this solemnity. 
There is something of this nature very commooljf 
praaised in France ; where there are many families, 
who keep the whole lent with great strictness, but die 
last night of it invite a great <kal of company to 80]>- 
per. The moment the dock strikes twelve, a magni- 
ficent entertainment, consisting of all sorts of rich nutj 
is served up, and these most christian debauchees sit 
down to indulge in luxury, without sinning against the 
canon. 

I cannot conclude without an earnest wish, that fh 
observation of the present fast may awaken in us a se< 
rious attention to our duty hereafter ; that we may noi 
seem to have barely complied with a stated form, o 
to have been affected with the short-lived piety of i 
single day. As to those, who require constantly tob 
frightened into their duty, I will for once venture t 
commence prophet : and let them be assured, that m] 
predictions will infallibly come to pass. There is i 
danger, more cert n in than an earthquake or a comet 
which will inevitably overwhelm us ; a danger, froi 
which we cannot possibly guard ourselves, and whid 
perhaps is even now at our doors. This danger I can 
not better set forth, than in the alarming words of 
celebrated French preacher. ** I know a man, (and 
will- point him out presently) who is now in thi 
church ; a man, in perfect health ; a man in the flowc 
of his age : and yet this man, perhaps before nex 
Sunday, perhaps by to-morrow, will be in his grave 
This man, my dear brethren, is myself who speaks t 
you, it is you who hear me«" 

O 
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Cfdtpit grammaticif vincuntur rbetores. — 

JUV, 

Full in the midst of Euclid dip at once, 
Afid petrify a genius to a dunce. 

POPE, 

TO MR. TOWN. 

— College, Cambridge, Jan. 30, 1756* 

1 Have just now^ with near a hundred more^ taken 
the frrst degree, which this university confers on her 
tons ; and begin to consider within myself, in what 
manner we have spent our time for these four years 
pasty and what profit we are likely to receive hereafter 
firom oar academical studies. But upon retrospection 
I find, that, instead of having laid up a store of learn. 
ingt which might have been of service to us in our fu- 
ture connections and intercourse with mankind, we 
have been confounding our heads with a miscellaneous 
heap of nonsense, which most of us, I am certain, are 
endeavouring to unlearn as fast as possibly we can : in. 
tcead of having acquired such a share of common 
sense, as might have been of service to ourselves and 
acquaintance, we must entirely sell oflf our old stock, 
mid begin the world of literature anew. This reflec- 
tion cannot be very pleasing to those, who, I must 
say, have squandered away so very precious a time of 
life ; a time of life, when, though judgment perhaps is 
not come to matufity, yet imagination and invention^ 
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those noble ofisprings of a promising mind^ aie in the 
very flower and bloom of perfection. 

This seat of learning, for it undoubtedly dcsenrei 
that name, has drawn and kept us together for tome 
years : our manners, conversation, and studies bear i 
great similitude ; but now either chance or choice is 
going to disperse us over the whole kingdom ; and our 
places of abode will scarce be more widely difierent, 
than our schemes of life. Notwithstanding this, the 
same plan of study has been imposed on all : whether 
agreeable, or contrary to the bent of inclination, has 
never been regarded. Mathematics is the standard, to 
which all merit is referred ; and all other excellencicsi 
without these, are quite overlooked and neglected ; 
the solid learning of Greece and Rome is a trming ac- 
quisition ; and much more so, every polite accomplish- 
ment : in short, if you will not get all Euclid and his 
diagrams by heart, and pore over Saunderson till yoa 
are as blind as he was himself, they will say of you, as 
in the motto to one of your late papers, actum est I 
ilicet ! per'utt ! ' tis all over with you! you are mined! 
undone!' Not that I would depreciate this kind of 
learning ; it is certainly a most noble science, and re- 
flects the greatest honour on human wit and invention : 
all that I complain of is the unreasonable stress that is laid 
upon it ; nay even the most abstruse parts of it : which 
is still more absurd, as there are so very few headi 
able to perceive and retain the nice chain of reasoning 
and deduction, which must necessarily be made use oi ; 
and as a small number of mathematical geniuses would 
be suflicient for the service of his majesty's dominions. 

I take it for granted, that your sagacity has by this 
time discovered, that you have been addressed by a 
young man, whose too overweening conceit of himself 
has perhaps induced him to imagine, that the university 
has not sufliciently rewarded his deserts : if so, you 
are not deceived. But, though this dibappoinimcnt 
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may at present sit a little uneasy upon me, yet I think 
I can foresee, that it will be the most fortunate morti. 
fication, that could possibly have befallen me. For, 
in the first place, it has sufficiently abated that upstart 
pride, which most young men arc apt to take in their 
own abilities ; than which nothing can be more irk- 
some to all their acquaintance, or a greater impediment 
to their own real improvement. A pert scholar, 
whenever he enters a room of company, immediately 
assumes a superiority in discourse, and thinks himself 
obliged to correct all improprieties in thought or ex- 
pression. You must ' speak by the card,' as Hamlet 
says, or expect the censure of this superficial coxcomb* 
If, according to the common form of speech, you say, 
that there is either heat in fire, or coldness in ice, he 
will inform you, that you deliver yourself very inaccu- 
rately, as Mr. Locke has fully demonstrated ; he will 
tell you, you cannot prove, that two and two make 
four, or that you are alive yourself. These, and a 
thousand other observations equally impertinent, he is 
continually making, to the no small uneasiness and 
perplexity of the ladies and honest country gentlemen. 
What is still a greater misfortune, is, that a man of 
this cast is never likely to know any better : for, hav- 
ing raked together a few metaphysical distinctions and 
scholastic refinements, he thinks he has laid up a suffi- 
cient fund of knowledge for his whole life : he de- 
spises all common sense (which is the best sense) 
through an ambition of appearing particular : and as 
for the advice or opinion of others, those he thinks 
himself indispensably bound to disregard ; inasmuch 
as such submission implies some inferiority, which he 
would by no means be thought to labour under. Such 
a disposition as this I take to be the sure and infallible 
token of confirmed ignorance : a melancholy instance 
of the depravity of human nature, that the less wc 
kaoWf the more we presume ; and the fewer advance 
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we have made towards true knovrledg^ 1 
occasion we think we have of any farther io 

ment* 

In the second place, if I maj be alfewed a 

of what I cannot possibly have experienced^ I 

to be the greatest benefit to a young person t 

with early disappointments in life : for sooner i 

every one must have his share of them ; i 

sooner we meet with some of them the bette 

this means the mind is easily made familia 

crosses and vexations, and is not thrown off : 

lance by every thwarting and wayward accide 

this means we submit to ills and troubles, as * 

ccssary attendants on mankind ; as on a rainy < 

make ourselves quiet and contented, but hope f 

shine on the morrow. And, indeed, there seem 

a strong analogy between the inclemency of tl: 

ther attacking oiir bodies, and the storms of afi 

which batter our minds. The rain will beat a 

wind will roar, let us use our utmost endeavoun 

contrary; but by inuring our persons to the "• 

tudes of the seasons, and using other proper mi 

we shall feel no very sensible inconvenience from 

In like manner, all our skill and art cannot pre\ 

elude the rubs and disasters, to which we are 1 

but if by degrees, and early in life, we are ha 

and accustomed to them, and if by the help of 

and sound philosophy we arm and fortify ou 

against them, they may still perhaps reach us, bo 

shocks will be quite weak and languid ; and w 

say of the darts of Fortune, as Virgil says of ] 

when he hurled a javelin at Pyrrhus, 



Conjfcit 



■ Telum imhelle line ictu 



Short of it's aim, ai>d impotent to wound, 
The lecble sluft falls hurtless to the ground. 
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Thas yon see, Mr. Town, that out of a seeming 
evil I ka¥e discovered a real good : and I am certain, 
if this method of reasoning could be made universal, 
we should find much fewer murmurers against the pre- 
fcnt distribution and order of things, 

I am, Sir, yours, &c* 

B. A. 

Mr. Toww, 

I AM so great an admirer of the &ir sex, that I never 

let a tittle of their vendible writings escape me. X 

bought this year the Lady's Diary, merely because it 

was advertised as the Woman's Almanack, which I 

eonstmed, the Almanack composed by a woman ; but 

I find I have been mistaken in my supposition. It is 

not the work of a female. The christian name of the 

author, I have reason to believe, is Marmaduke ; un« 

less I misunderstand a most curious copy of verses, 

describing a most superb entertainment, of fish, flesh, 

vies, and tarts, exhibited upon new year's day, 1755. 

His surname remains as great an aenigma as any in his 

book. His coadjutors, contributors, or assistants are 

Messieurs Walter Trott, Timothy Nabb, Patrick 

Ocavannah, John Honey, Henry Season, and others. 

I honoor these gentlemen, and their works : but I 

own my chief delight is in reading over the riddles 

and unriddles, the questions and the answers of Miss 

>ally West, Caclia, Miss Nancy Evelyn, Miss E. S# 

4iss Atkinson, Enira, and other choice little feminine 

•irits of the age. Riddles are so becoming, and ap-i 

pr so pretty, when dandled about by ladies, that they 

nisr be compared to soft, smooth, painted waxen ba. 

bie. dressed up in a proper manner for misses to play 

witi from eighteen to fourscore. But above all 1 

rousttake this opportunity of congratulating dear 

Miss'anny Harris,^who, I find, " has given an elegant 

folutii to a prize problem by a fluxionary calculuii 
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founded on the properties of tangents^" and hf i 
means has run away with no less than twelve diai 
for this important year 1757« As this youn^ lad] 
justly called ^^ the honour of her sex," and deals 
tirely in the properties of tangent s, I fear she will 
ver descend so low as rlddUme riddlemeree ; and thi 
fore I must humbly oflfer, by the vehicle of your pa 
Mr. Town, a small riddle, invented with much pi 
and thought by myself, to the solution* of those tl 
ingenious spinsters, Miss Polly Walker, MiM Gi 
Tetlow, and Miss Ann Rickaby, to appear in 
Lady's Diary of YJbl^ and to receive upon appeani 
as a premium, one complete set of the Connoitseo 
pocket volumes, to be the property of one or mon 
these three ladies, who shall explain my iEnigma, 

Fire and water mix'd together, 
Add to this some salt and tin; 

Tell me, ladies, tell me whether 
In this mixture there is sin ? 

The solution itself, if not truly explained by 
Three Graces, to whom I now address it, shall app 
by your permission, in the first Connoisseur after r 
new year's day. 

I ami Sir, your humble servant, 
Michael Kkawbrio 
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Tet centum tomat •re Decs, Erebumjttef Cbaosque, 
Tergeminamfiue Hecaten^ tria Virginis •ra Diana. 

VIRG. 

Dire execrationt split your ears asunder. 

Death ! and Damnatioii ! Furies ! Blood ! and Thunder f 

As there are some Tices, which the vulgar have pre- 
sumed to copy from the great ; so there are others^ 
which the great have condescended to borrow from the 
vulgar. Among these I cannot but set down the 
shocking practice of cursing and swearing : a practice, 
which (to say nothing at present of it's impiety and 
profaneness) is low and indelicate, and places the man 
of quality on the same level with the chairman at his 
. door. A gentleman would forfeit all pretensions to 
that title, who should choose to embellish his discourse 
with the oratory of Billingsgate, and converse in the 
style of an oyster- woman : but it is accounted no dis. 
grace to him, to use the same coarse expressions of 
cursing and swearing with the meanest of the mob. 
For my own part, I cannot see the difference between 
a By Gad qt sl Gad dem-me minced and softened by a 
genteel pronunciation from well-bred lips, and the 
same expression bluntly bolted out from the broad 
mouth of a porter or hackney-coachman, 

I shall purposely wave making any reflections on 
the impiety of this practice, as I am satisfied they 
would have but little weight either with the heau^monde 
or the canaille. The swearer of either station devotes 
himself piece-meal, as it were, to destruction ; pours 
•ut anathemas, against his eyes, his heart, his soul) ^.w^ 
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every part of his body ; nor does he scrapie to ezttnl 
the same good wishes to the limbs and joints of In 
friends and acquaintance. This they both do with 
the same fearless unconcern; hat with this oohr 
difierenccy that the gentleman-swearer damns himiett 
and others with the greatest civility and good4>iccd- 
ing imaginable. 

My predecessor the Tatler gives as an acoonnt of a 
certain humourist^ who got tog^her a party of noted 
swearers to dinner with himy and ordered their dis- 
course to be taken down in short-hand ; which being 
afterwards repeated to them, they were extremdr 
startled and surprized at their own common talk* A 
dialogue of this nature would be no improper sanple. 
inent to Swift's Polite Conversation : though inoeedy 
it would appear too shocking to be set down in print. 
£ut I cannot help wishinc^y that it were possible to 
draw out a catalogue of the fashionable oaths and 
curses in present use at Arthur's or any other polite 
assembly : by which means the company themselves 
would be led to imagine, that their conversation had 
been carried on between the lowest of the mob ; and 
they would blush to find, that they had gleaned theif 
choicest phrases from lanes and alleys, and enriched 
their discourse with the elegant dialect of Wapping 
and Broad St. Giles's. 

The legislature has, indeed, provided against this 
offence, by afHxing a penalty on every delinquent ac- 
cording to his station : but this law, like those made 
against gaming, is of no effect ; while the genteeler 
sort of swearers pour forth the same execrations at the 
hazard-table or in the tennis-court, which the more 
ordinary gamesters repeat, with the same impunityy 
over the shufHe-board or in the skittle-alley. Indeed, 
were this law to be rigorously put in execution, there 
would appear to be little or no proportion in the pu- 
nishment ; since the gentleman would escape by de<. 
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I his aown ; while the poor wretch, who can. 
w a shilling, must be clapped in the stocks, or 
Bridewell. But as the offence is exactly the 
[ would also have no distinction made in the 
snt of the ofienders : and it would be a most 
MIS but a due mortification to a man of qualinr, 
bliged to thrust his leg through the same stocKs 
carman or a coal-heaver; since he first de. 
himself, and qualified himself for their com* 
yy talking in the same mean dialect. 
I aware, tnat it will be pleaded in excuse for this 
e, that oaths and curses are intended only as 
Kpletives, which serve to round a period, and 
grace and spirit to conversation. But there 
U some old-fashioned creatures, who adhere to 
ommon acceptation, and cannot help thinking it 
serious matter, that a man should devote his 
ro the devil, or call down danmation on his 
Nay, the swearer himself, like the old man in 
le calling upon death, would be exceeding loth 
taken at his word ; and, while he wishes de. 
Ml to every part of his body, would be highly 
led to have a limb rot away, his nose fall off, 
ye drop out of the socket. It would, therefore, 
risable to substitute some other terms equally 
ling, and at the same time remote from the 
cursing and swearing. 

( recorded to the honour of the famous dean Stan- 
;hat in his younger days, when he was chaplain 
regiment, he reclaimed the officers, who were 
iddicted to this vulgar practice, by the following 
1 of reproof. One evening, as they were all in 
IV together, after they had been very eloquent 
kind of rhetoric so natural to the gentlemen 
army, the worthy dean took occasion to tell a 
n turn ; in which he frequently repeated the 
Bottle and glass, instead of the usual expletives 
XXXII* ^ i 



N°l09. THURSDAY, FEB. 26, 1756. 



Inter Jum vulgus rectum 'vidtt ; rjf, ubi peccat. 

HOR. 

What ev'ry body says, is of often true ; 
But very often 'tis a falsehood too. 

I HE world is indebted to that ingenious inquirer 
after truth, the famous Sir Thomas Brown, for an ex- 
cellent treatise, in which he has refuted several iillc 
and ridiculous opinions, that prevailed in his time ; to 
which work he has very properly given the title of 
Vulgar Errors. Among otherS| of no less importance^ 
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of Godf devilf and damfif which be did not tUnk quite 
so becoming for one of his cloth to make free with, 
I would recommend it to our people of fiuluoa to 
make use of the like innocent phrases^ whenever tbey 
are obliged to have recourse to these substitatcs fcr 
thought and expression. ' Bottle and glass' might be 
introduced with great energy in the table-talk at the 
King's Arms or St. Alban's taverns. The gamester 
might be indulged, without ofience^ in swearing bf 
the ^ knave of clubs,' or the * curse of Scotland;' or 
he might, with some propriety, retain the old execnu 
tion of ^ the deuce take it.' The beau should be al- 
lowed ' to swear by his gracious self, which is the god 
of his idolatry :' and the common expletives sluxild 
consist only of * upon my word,' and ' upon my ho- 
nour ;' which terms, whatever sense they might fiw- 
merly bear, are at present understood only as words of 
course without meaning. 
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has taken great pains to explode the common notion^ 
It a witch can make a voyage to the East Indies in 

egg-shell> or take a journey of two or three hun« 
ed miles across the country on a broom-stick : an 
lertion^ maintained by that wise monarchy king 
mes the firsts who even condescended to commence 
thor in support of it. He has also refuted the ge. 
rally received opinion^ that the devil is blacky has 
ims upon his head, wears a long curling tail, and a 
}ven stump ; nay, has even denied> that wheresoever 
; goes, he always leaves a smell of brimstone behind 
m ; and has no less seriously endeavoured to shew 
e absurdity of the supposition^ that Adam and Eve 
•re bom into the world without navels. But all these 
istaken notions^ though they might possibly obtain 
lief in former times of superstition and ignorance^ 
uld never have been countenanced in this more en. 
rhtened age. So far from acknowledging the power 

witchcrafty we even doubt of the existence of the 
itch of Endor : that illustrious personage the devil 
only looked upon as a mere bugbear: and the 
west mechanics have been taught at the Robin 
ood SocietVy that the whole account of our first pa- 
nts is nothing but a fiction and an old^woman's story. 
Since the days of Sir Thomas Brown such strange 
volutions have happened among us, in the arts and 
iencesy in religion, in politics, and in common life^ 
at I cannot but think, a work, intended as a supple, 
ent to the above-mentioned treatise of Vulgar Errors^ 
ould be highly acceptable to the public ; since it is 
»torious, that many tenets, which were then thought 
disputable truths among all ranks of people, are now 
oved to be erroneous, and are only credited by the 
linformed vulgar. A work of this nature it is my 
tention shortly to publish : in the mean time, I shall 
intent myself with laying the following specimen of 
e performance before my readers, 

X z 
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The ienonnce of the maltitnde hti hitherto pro- 
nounced It '< to be absoUitelf impoenble that t naid 
can be with child." But it is well known to dii 
learned} that in these later times there have been many 
instances of maiden-mothers : thoaeh» whether they 
are impregnated by the west.wind> like Viivil'i maresi 
or> as It was said of Juno, by eating a sallaa ; whether 
they bring forth^ as Dutch ladies do^ Sooterkins; 
whether they conceive by intoitioni or the operatioa 
of the hncy ; or by what other cause^ has not been 
ascertained. Several instances have been reooidedi 
among the Roman catholics, of nuns and lady-abbesscii 
who have miraculously proved with child : and herein 
England we have more than once heard of the preg« 
nancy of a maid of honour. I myself know a ladyi 
almost approachine to the veree of an old maid^ who 
was very much bloated and pufied up with the 
wind-cholic : for relief of which she went into the 
country for a month, and was unexpectedly eeised 
with the pangs of cbild4>irth. I have been told of 
another, a virgin of the most unspotted character^ who 
very unaccountably fell into labour, just as they were 
going to tap her for the dropsy. An eminent man-mid. 
wife of my acquaintance was in the beginning of his 
practice called to a virgin, who to his great surprize, 
Drought forth an embryo, in form and appearaix:e ex. 
actly resembling a mandrake. 1 his he considered at 
a most wonderful iustis naturae; and had actually 
drawn up an account of it (with a fi^re of the mon- 
ster) to be laid before the Royal Society : but in lest 
than a twelvemonth he delivered the same lady, who 
still continued in a state of virginity, of another false 
conception, like the former ; and for many years after 
thb prodigy of a virrin had several other monstrous 
and preternatural births of the same kind. He further 
assures ^me, that he has since very frequently met with 
thtitfbifnomcMai and that the only diference between 
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aaids and married women in this point i8> that the 
)rmcr do not manifest the signs of pregnancy so fully 
1 their waistSy nor do they cry out so vehemently in 
ieir labour pains ; and it is remarkable^ that they ne. 
er choose to suckle their children. 

It is vulgarly supposed, that " the events of gaming 
re regulated by blind chance and fortune :" but the 
rise and polite, that is the knowing ones, cannot but 
(mle at the absurdity of this notion ; though even the 
igacious Hoyle and Demoivre themselves, by the 
icety of their calculations of chances, seem to have 
dopted this ridiculous doctrine. The professors at 
Lrtnur's, and the experienced adepts in the mysteries 
f gaming, kindly condescend to give lessons, at rea^ 
xiable rates, to those novices^ who imagine that the 
rents of play, like those of war, are uncertain : and 
> cogent IS their method of instruction, that they 
ever fail to convince their pupils, that success at dice^ 
3 well as bowls, depends upon a skilful management 
f the bias, and that the cards are not shuffled by the 
lifkl hand of fortune. 

It is a notion confined wholly to the vulgar, that 
f matrimony brings people together:" but it is noto- 
loaSf that in higher life a marriage is the most ef- 
ictttal method to keep them asunder. It is impolite 
3r a man and his wife ever to be seen together in 
lablic ; and a person of quality had rather enjoy « 
'/^ a tett with any body's wife, but his own, in pri, 
ate. Genteel couples have separate amusements, pay 
eparate visits, keep separate company, lie in separate 
ledsj and (like the man and woman in a weather-house) 
re never seen together : nay more, if they are v*ry 
;enteel indeed, the lady has her separate maintenance- 
)n the contrary, if a man of fashion has a tendre for 
n unmarried lady, they reside in the same house, par- 
ake of the same diversions, and observe every other 
rticle of the strictest coh:;bLtation« The surest way 

13 
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of dissolving a connection of this sort is to nt 
Sir John Brute bluntly declares^ that^ if -he was 
ried to a hogshead of claret> the thought of matrii 
would make him hate it. I'hus, in general) the 
names of wife and husband are sufficient to destrc 
affection : and it was but a day or two ago that 1 
with a sprightly young gentleman much of .the 
opinion with Sir John ; who being reproached £b 
glecting his lady for a mistress^ and reminded 
man and wife were one fleshy replied, that it was 
trucy and what pleasure could he have in touchin 
own flesh ? Modem wedlock, therefore, may be r 
said to divide, than unite : at least, if matrimony 
brings folks together for a time, it is only to sep 
them more effectuall}^ ; as, according; to the prin 
of action and redaction, where two bodies are d 
toe;ethcr by a violent attraction, they immediate! 
off, and are driven back again from each other b, 
principle of repulsion. 

It may well be called a Vulgar Error, since nor 
the vulgar think so, that <* the sabbath is a d 
rest." It is, as experience teaches us, a day of bus 
with some, of pleasure with others, but of rest 
none. It is true, indeed, that a cessation from wo 
occupations, together with roast beef and plumb- 
ding, were formerly the characteristics of the sal 
in England : but these inactive principles are no^ 
tirely out of fashion ; nor do I know any person, 
is strictly debarred from exercising his employ 
on that day, except the sheriff's officer. The exa 
tizen, nicely calculating the damages he would su: 
on an average, by the loss of a seventh part o: 
time, defrauds the sabbath of it's due rights, s 
cheats his customers, in the way of trade. ^ 
people of quality, they, I supjwse, (duly consid 
how prodigal they are of their lives by adhering t 
polite sysiem) are willing to husband the litde 
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allotted them, by adding *' night to day, and Sunday 
to the week." 

If old woman was not a term freqaently made ase 
of by the pefverse and impolite multitude, I should 
hardly attempt to prove so clear and obvious a propo. 
sition, as that * there is no such thine in the creation as 
an old woman/ Old women are, indeed, mentioned 
by some few writers : but I have always looked upon 
their existence to be as chimerical, as that of the Brob- 
dignags or the Yahoos ; and I do not believe, that 
there has ever been such an animal in nature since the 
flood. In the present distant period we are unable to 
conceive the least idea of such a creature, as the same 
appearance of youth, the same lilies and roses bloom 
on the faces of the whole sex. For a proof of this, 
if we look round at the opera, the playhouse, a lady's 
route, or any other assembly, we may observe, that all 
our girls, whether of a smaller or of a larger growth, 
assume the same air of gaiety and intrigue, and wear 
the same complexions. A limner of great business 
has often declared to me, that though he has had se- 
yeral mothers, and grand-mothers, and great grand- 
mothers sit to him, he never yet drew the picture of 
an old woman. Medea is said to have renewed the 
youth and vigour of her father ^on by boiling him, 
with certain magic herbs, in a cauldron : but I will 
not presume to say, that our ladies are preserved from 
old-age by stewing in a copper, or that, according to 
a more modern notion, old women are ground young 
again by a mill. This, however, is certain ; that 
youth, as well as beauty, is the perpetual prerogative 
of the female sex ; and that age, though it sits vene- 
rably on a man, would no more become a lady, than a 
beard. 

In an age so enlightened as the present, when we 
have thrown off all other mean prejudices of nature 
and education, it is no wonder, that we should discard 
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the gospel; and I am almost in dodbty whether I 
should mention the belief of it as a Vulor Enroo 
since it daily loses it's credit among «. Whefefbre» 
if I may not be allowed to set doini the l)eUef in a 
God, a Saviour, a Future State, the Immortality cf the 
Soul, Sec, &c. as prevailing Errors, I eannot omit tQ 
taiT an opportunity of congratulating my oontemponria 
on their having overcome them. Nor can I better 
conclude this|)aper, than by a hint to my friendi, the 
freethinkers, cautioning them to consider, whetho', if 
we were made by chamce, the world was made by 
chance, and every thin^ else was made by chancy 
there may not also be an hell made by chance. 
O 
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Cctttracia melius parva cupidine 
Veetlgalia porrigum, 

HOR. 

Virtue shall go scot-free ; our new excise 
From vice and folly shall raise large supplies. 

TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, 

XjVERY Englishman, who has the good of hit 
country at heart, must lament the perplexity which 
our ministers labour under, in contriving ways and 
means to raise money for the present exigence of af* 
fairs. I have with pleasure hearkened to the several 
projects proposed in the debates of patriots in our cof. 
iee-houses and private clubs ; but though I find they 
are unanimous m allowing the necessity of levying 
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new taxc^y ereiy one is willing to shift off the bar. 
den from himself. 

I was introduced the other night into a set of wor. 
thy citizensy who very zealously took this subject in. 
to consideration over their evening pipe. One oif them, 
a grave gentleman, pulling the Evening.Post out of his 
pocket, and potting on his spectacles, read aloud to us 
the several methods already proposed ; to which many 
wise objections were immediately started by the com. 
pany* * What's that } says an old don, (who I after, 
wards found had a small estate in houses) An additional 
duty upon bricks, and pan-tiles, and plain.tiles ? I 
suppose they will lay a duty upon plain- tile pegs by 
and by.' This speech was received with an hearty 
chuckle of applause from the rest of the company ; 
when another took occasion to observe, * that he very 
much approved the scheme for laying a larger tax upon 
cards and dice ;' one of which he called the devil's 
boc^s, and the other his bones. The duty upon plate 
might perhaps have passed into a law in this assembly, 
if It had not been vehemently opposed by one mem- 
ber, (whom I discovered to be a silver-smith,) in 
which he was seconded by the landlord of the house, 
who had a seat in this meeting, and told us, < that it 
would He very hard upon publicans, as nobody would 
now drink their porter out of a pewter pot.' These 
and the like arguments induced us to set aside all the 
projects, that had been offered hitherto, and to consult 
together in order to find new ones in their room ; 
among which I could not but smile at the proposal of 
an honest peruke*maker, who advised the levying of a 
foll'Xssi upon all that wore their own hair. ^ For, 
says he, we have never had good times, since wigs 
were out of fashion. What rare days were those m 
queen Anne's reign, when the nobility and gentry 
wore large flaxen Sows of thirty guineas price ! And» 
as you may see by my lord Godolphin's monument in 
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Westminster-abbey, a prime minister's wig eoald noe 
be made, I am sure, under fifty guineas.' 

The discourse, that passed at this society of polit!« 
cians, has led me to turn my thoughts on devising 
some method, that mieht answer the present demands 
for a supply, with the least injury to the community. 
On this account I am of opinion, that private vices 
(according to the Esivourite tenet of Maundeville) may 
in some measure be converted into public benefits, by 
laying a certain tax or duty on the fashionable amuse. 
ments of the gay and polite world. For this purpose 
I have with great pains and labour contrived a plan, a 
few heads of which, without further preface^ I shall 
(with your leave) submit to the consideration of those 
whom it may concern. 

First then, I would propose, that no persons of 
quality, or others, should be allowed to keep any 
route, drum, assembly, visiting-day, (or whatever 
other name it may hereafter be called by,) at which 
more than one hundred persons shall be found assem- 
bled, without paying a certain rate for every such 
route, drum, &c. The number of these meetings, 
which are held in this town, (including the city rf 
London and the suburbs thereof,) I have computed, 
upon an exact calculation, to amount annually to eight 
thousand three hundred and upwards ; so that if a duty^ 
at only six-pence per head, were to be levied upon 
the company, it would bring in a prodigious income 
to the government ; deducting for the decrease conse. 
quent of this tax, as also for those which we may ex« 
pect will be smuggled, or carried on clandestinely. 
And, as gaming is an essential diversion at all these 
meetings, I would further advise, that every card-table 
be entered, in the same manner as all wheel-carriages, 
and a proportionable rate fixed on them, according to 
the degree and quality of the owners, fie it enacted 
Bioieovcri that extraordinary licenses shall be ukca 
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out for playing at cards on the sabbath.day ; but that 
these be granted only to persons of the highest rank 
and fashion. 

At the present juncture of aflPairs every one will 
agree with me, that if an absolute prohibition be im- 
practicable, an heavy duty should be laid on the im- 
portation of French fashions and fopperies into this 
kingdom. It is therefore but reasonable, that all 
French cooks, valets de chambre, milliners, mantuai 
makesj hair-cutters, &c. should be at least doubly 
taxed, as it is notorious that they exact from the dupes^ 
who employ them, more than double the wages or 
price for their labours, that our own modest country- 
men would require. This tax, I make no doubt, 
would produce no inconsiderable sum for the public 
use : and as our ladies, though I would not suspect that 
they have French hearts, are ambitious of wearing 
French complexions, a further sum might also be raised 
by fixing a high duty upon rouge and carmine. 

There are many other particulars in the fashionable 
world, which might be turned in the same manner to 
the public good. A tax on kept mistresses, for ex- 
ample, who are now become so very numerous, that 
1 question not but a duty, properly levied on them, 
would be sufficient to maintain all the widows of our 
soldiers and sailors, who shall happen to be killed in 
the service. An heavy duty inight also be laid on all 
Bagnios, French- wine-hoUses, CoVent- garden . coffee- 
houses, &c. and since, in spite of laws and decency, 
these places are suffered to be kept open, it is surely 
equitable that they should pay round taxes for the re- 
lief of the nation, as well as an annual tribute for the 
connivance of the neighbouring justices. To add to 
this scheme, and to make vice and folly further con- 
tribute to the public necessity, I would also propose,^ 
that Messieurs Harris, Derry, and the rest of the fra- 
ternity of pimps, retained as caterers to the volu\^- 



88 THE CONNOISSEUR. . V* IXOk 

tuous at any tavem or bagnio, should enter aU the 
hacks in their service at an excise oflke appropriiced 
to this purpose ; and that^ to prevent fraads, as well as 
to point out the means of application to the office for 
redress in case of complaint, these hacks shotdd all be 
marked and numbered, like the hacknev^coaches. 

As it is incumbent on every Englisnman to expose 
his life in defence of his country against the commoo 
enemy, I must particularly recommend, that some 
means may be devised, that the gallant feats of those 
men of honour, who rather choose to risk their lives in 
the modish way of duelling, may be attended with 
some advantage to their countrymen. I would there- 
fore advise, that swords and pistols, of a settled length 
and bore, with the Tower-stamp, be provided by the 
government for the use of duellists, and that thqr 
shall not presume to make use of any other, under 
pain of incurring the guilt of murder. These wea- 
pons may be let out at a certain price ; and if one of 
the parties happen to kill the other, the sgrvivor shall 
be subject to a fine according to his rank and station, 
and a jury shall be directed to bring in the verdict, 
self-defence. In like manner, persons of quality may 
have leave granted them to put an end to their own 
lives, after an ill run at cards, or the like emergent oc- 
casions ; when, on paying a certain rate, they may be 
indulged in a a private execution from the hands of 
Jack Ketch, and the coroner's inquest shall be directed 
to bring in their verdict, lunacy. 

I am, Sir, your humble, servant, &cw 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 

A^ you are a Connoisseur, I shall make no apology 
for desiring you to give the following advertisement 
(which has sdready appeared in the Daily Advertiser) 
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t (4ace iQ some corner of your paper. By doing this 
yott will greatly oblige the ^virtuosi in flowers, ai 
well a» 

Your humble servant, 8cCm 

TO BE SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION, 

At Haifa Guinea each Plant f 

An Auricula, raised by Mr« William Redmond, 
at Islington, named the Triumph ; having fine grass, 
9 strong stem, a certain blower, a large trusser, the 
fingers a just length, a good pip for size and shape, the 
eye extremely white, the tnrum full, the margin a 
l^autiful purple-black, finely variegated with silver 
and green, continues long in bloom, and dies in colour. 
^0 plant to be sold for less than one guinea after the 
subscription is closed, until the bloom is over. 
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Tandem deilne matrem. 

HOR, 

With dear mamma O make not such a pother ! 
But strive to be a man before your mother* 

1 HE generality of the young unmarried ladies of the 
present age dislike no company so much as the elderly 
persons ot their own sex, whether married or unmar- 
ried. Going with an old maiden aunt, a mamma, or 
grand-mamma to the play, or to Ranelagh, is so insipid 
an amusement, that it robs their entertainment of the 
very name of a party of pleasure. To be handed in- 
to a box, walk m the public gardens, or make ocie za «. 

VOL. XXXII. i^ 
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card-table at a routCy with a sprightly yoaag noble, 
tnan, or gallant colonel of the guards^ hu some life in 
it ; but to be kept perpetually under the wing of an 
old lady, can have no charms for a woman of spirit. 
The presence of these antiquated females imposes t 
constraint on their behaviour : they are, indcea, like 
the Duennas in Spain, spies on the oonduct of the gay 
and young ; and a good old gentlewoman) with i 
blooming beauty by her side, watches her cvcij 
motion, and is as much frighted, if the pretty crea- 
ture makes any ndvances to a man, as a hen, who has 
been foster-mother to a brood of ducklings^ is alarmed 
at their taking to the water. 

1 his loose coquet behaviour so much in vogue, and 
consequently so genteel, has, I must own, no Gharms 
in my eye, as a modest de^K)rtment appears tome most 
natural and becoming in the fair sex ; and I am always 
glad to see a young lady of sufficient sense and discie- 
tion, to behave with an innocent cheerfulness, instead 
of apparent uneasiness and constraint, before her more 
aged female frien<)s and relations. But though a 
daughter should prefer no company to her mother,' a 
son, who always dangled at the side of his mamma, 
would appear as ridiculous, as if he wore his sister's 
petticoats: and however amiable this maidenly dc. 
meaner might seem in a young girl, I cannot view it 
with equal approbation in the character of a male- 
virgin;— a character, with which 1 shall here present 
the reader, as drawn by one of my correspondents. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir, 

You have already given us several instances of 
those ambiguous creatures among the men, who are 
both male and female : permit me to add to them an 
account of those lady-like gentlemen, whom we may 
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distingubh by the title of " their mother's own sons ;" 
who iuve in vain changed the bib and leading-strings 
for the breeches, and stick as close to their mammas^ 
as a great calf to the side of an old cow. I am in. 
timatcly acquainted with one of these over-grown 
babies ; who is indeed too big to be dandled in lap, or 
fed with a pap-spoon, though he is no more weaned 
from his mother, than if he had not yet quitted the 
nursery. 

The delicate Billy Suckling is the contempt of the 
inen> the jest of the women, and the darling of his 
mamma. She dears on him to distraction ; and is in 
perpetual admiration of his wit, and anxiety for his 
nealth. The good young gentleman, for his part, is 
neither undutiful nor ungrateful: she is the only 
woman, that he does not look on with indifference ; 
and she is his tutoress, his physician, and his nurse. 
She provides his broth every evenine ; will not suffer 
him to look into a book by candle-light, lest he should 
bort his tyts ; and takes care to have his bed warmed : 
nay, I have known him sit with his mamma's white 
handkerchief round his neck through a whole visit, to 
guard him from the wind of that ugly door, or that 
terrible chink in the wainscot. 

But however familiarly he may behave in his ad- 
.dresses to his mother, and whatever little acts of gal. 
hintry may pass between them, no encouragement can. 
prevail on him to treat other women with the same 
freedom. Being once desired at a ball to dance a 
minuet, instead of taking out any of the young ladies, 
he could pitch upon no partner so agreeable, to whom 
he might offer the compliment of his hand, as his 
mother ; and I remember, when he was once called 
upon in a large company at a tavern to give a lady in 
his turn, he plainly shewed who was the 'sole mistress 
of his affeiflions, by toasting; his mother. The gallant 
^custom of challenging a Imy to drink a bumperi by 

K a 
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leaving it to her option whether she will have hob 
nob, frequently gives a ddicioas flavour to the li^. 
especially whcn^ as I have known it happen^ jomia 
the lips of the glasses has made a prelude to a meetiiii 
between the lips of the parties : but he could not n 
prevailed on to accept a glass of claret from the faireA 
liandy though a kiss were sure to follow it. I hate 
known him so very nice, as to refuse a glass of sack 
filled with walnuts, which had been peded by tbfc 
snowy fingers of a beautiful young lady ; though 1 
have feen him smack his lips after a ffJass rf nSmh 
wine, in which his prudent mother hadMen dabbliif 
with her snuffy finger, in order to fish out the imal 
particles of cork, which might possiblv have choakel 
iiim. If a lady drops her fan, he sits without ant 
emotion, and suffers ner to stoop for it herself; or n 
she strikes her tea-cup against the saucer to give notice 
that it is empty, he pays no regard to the signal, bot 
sees her walk up to the tea-table, without stirring 
from his chair. He would rather leave the most cel^ 
brated beauty, in crossing the street, to the mercy of 
a drayman, than trust her with his little finger: 
though at the same time should his mother be so di«* 
tressed, he would not scruple to bear as much of hefr 
weight as he could stand under, and to redeem her 
silk stockings from jeopardy, would even expose hii 
own. 

( -ne would imagine, that this extreme coyness an4 
reserve, in which he so remarkably differs from the 
generality of his own fex, would in another respect it 
effectually distinguish him from the generality of 
women : I mean, that being less polite in his address 
than a footman, we should hardly expect to find him 
more loquicious than a chambermaid. But this is 
really the case : suffer him to take the lead in conver- 
sation, and there are certain topics, in which the moat 
prating gossip at a christening would find it difficult to 
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eope with him. The strength of hU cohstitafion k 
bis favoorite theme : he is constantly attempting to 
prove^ that he is not susceptible of the least injury 
from cold ; though a hoarseness in his voice^ and the 
continual interruptions of a conftimptive cough, givt 
him the lie in his throat at the end of every sentence. 
The instances, indeed, by which he endeavours to 
prove his hardiness, unluckily rather tend to convince 
OS. of the delicacy of his frame, as they seldom amount 
to more than his having kicked off the bed-clothes in 
his sleep, laid aside one of his flannel waistcoats in a 
hot day, or tried on a new pair of pumps, before they 
had been sufficiently aired. For the truth of these 
facts he always appeals to his mamma, who vouches 
for him with a sigh, and protests that his carelessness 
would ruin the constitution of a horse. 

I am now coming to the most extraordinary part of 
his character. This pusillanimous creature thinks 
himself, and would be thought, a buck. The noble 
fraternity of that order find, that their reputation can 
be no otherwise maintained, than by prevailing on an 
Irish chairman now and then to favour them with a 
broken head, or by conferring the same token of their 
esteem on the unarmed and defenceless waiters at a 
tavern. But these feats are by no means suited to the 
disposition of our hero : and yet he always looks upon 
his harmless exploits as the bold frolicks of a buck. If 
he escapes a nervous fever a month, he is quite a buck : 
if he walks home after it is dark, without his mamma's 
maid to attend him, he is quite a buck : if he sits up 
an hour later than his usual time, or drinks a glass or 
two of wine without water, he calls it a debauch ; 
and because his head does not ache the next morning, 
he is quite a buck. In short, a woman of the least 
spirit within the precincts of St. James's would demo- 
hsh him in a week, should he pretend to keep pace 
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with her in her irregularities ; and yet be iterer dignu 
fying himself with the appellation of a buck. 

Now might it not be givinjr this gentleman a luefbl 
hint^ Mr. Town, to assure hun, that while milk md 
water is his darling liquor, a bamboo cane hit dob, 
and his mother the sole object of his afiectionsi the 
world will never join in denominating him a buck : 
that if he fails in this attempt, he is absolutely ex- 
cluded from eveiy order in society ; for whatCYer his 
deserts may be, no assembly of antiquated virgins can 
ever acknowledge him for a sister, nature having as 
deplorably disqualified him for that rank in the com- 
munity, as be nas disqualified himself for every other: 
and that, though he never can arrive at the dignity of 
leading apes in hell, he may possibly be cofxlemned 
to dangle in that capacity, at the apron-string of an 
old maid in the next world, for having so abominably 
resembled one in this. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant^ 

W.C. 
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AurtMt axlt eratf temo anreut^ aurem sumnui 

Curvatura r^tit, radiorum argenteus ordo : 
Ptrjitra cbryjo/it&if pott tit jue ex or dine gtmrn/e, 

OVID, 

Here on a fair one's head-dress sparkling sticks. 
Swinging on silver springs, a coach and six : 
There on a sprig or slop'd pompon you see 
▲ clnriot, sulky, chaise, or vh-^-vit, 

TO MR, TOWN. 

lT has for a long time been observable that the ladiea 
leads have run much upon wheels ; but of late there 
las appeared a strange kind of inversion, for the 
irheels now run upon the ladies heads. As this as- 
ertion may probably puzzle many readers, who pay no 
ttention to the rapid and whimsical revolutions of 
Dodern taste, it will be necessary to inform them, that 
nstead of a cap, the present mode is for every female 
)f fashion to load her head with some kind of carriage; 
vhether they are made with broad wheels or not, I 
annot determine ; however, as they are undoubtedly 
excluded the Turnpike Act, it is by no means material. 
Those heads which are not able to bear a coach and 
ix (for vehicles of this sort arc very apt to crack the 
Mrain) so far act consistently with prudence as to make 
ise of a post-chariot, or a singie-horse chaise with a 
)eau perching in the middle. 

The curiosity I had of knowing the purport of this 
arencionf and the general name of these machines^ 
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led roe to make inqairy about them of a fiuhuM 
milliner, at the court end of the town. She ob 
me with the sight of one of these equipiges, deal 
for the head of a lady of qoalityt which' I anr 
with much admiration ; and placing it on the pal 
my handy could not help fancying myself, like Go! 
taking up the Einpress of LUliput in her states 
The vehicle itselt was constructed of gdd th 
and was drawn by six dapple greys of Dlown 
with a coachman, postilion, and gentleman withi 
the same brittle manufacture. Upon further inc 
the milliner told me, with a smile, that it wasdi 
to give a reason for inventions so full of whin 
that the name of this ornament (if it may be 
such) was a capriole or cabriole ; which we may 
from the same original with our English won 
price, both being derived from the French 
cabrerf which signifies to prance like a horse. 

It is not to be doubted, but that this fashion 
its rise among the ladies from their fondness for 
page ; and I dare say, that every fair one, who < 
a coach and six upon her head, would be glad 
carried with equal splendour in a coach of her 6w 
would therefore propose a scheme, which might i 
this whimsical mode of some kind of service to 
sexes ; by which the ladies may give a tacit hi 
their inclinations without the least breach of nrux 
the men may prevent the danger and inconver 
attending the present method of advertising for x 
and the whole course of a modern courtship m 
carried on, by means of this new head-dress. 

Instead of a capriole, Suppose this capital decoi 
was called a scutcheon of pretence, which must n 
here understood as a term of heraldry, but as an 
tation to matrimony. Thus if a lady presumes 
she has a right, either ifirom her wit, beauty, roei 
fortune, to pretend to a set of horses, let six I: 
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bays, blades^ or ^reys prance down one aide of her 
head ; and according to the rank she insists upon, let 
a ducal or an earl's coronet, or a bloody hand oe dis. 
tineuished upon her capriole. The females of less 
ambition may likewise express their inclinations by a 
post-chariot and pair ; and even those who, from a 
due consideration of the low condition of the funds, are 
so condescending as to stoop to a plain cit, have 
nothing to do but to fix upon their heads a single-horse 
chaise, filled with a loving couple, sticking as dose 
together as two dried figs. As to those who have 
rashly vowed virginity, if their great proneness to 
censure the rest of their sex, and the fretfuiness of their 
aspect, be not sufiicient indications to keep the men at 
a distance, they may erect upon their noddles a formal 
female seated in a sulky, foolishly pleased with having 
the whole vehide to herself, and awkwardly exercising 
x> the imaginary power of having the sole command (» 
the reins. 

As a farther means of facilitating this new method 
of courtship, I must beg leave to propose, that everv 
lady's bosom should, instead of a pendent cross, whicn 
savours of popery, be ornamented with a chain and 
locket, something like those bottle-tickets which di. 
rect us to port, claret, or burgundy, upon which 
might be curiously engraved the numbers two hundred, 
five hundred, or a thousand, according to the settle, 
ment expected. But to those female Quixotes who 
scorn the capriole, and erect windmills upon their 
heads instead of it, I shall offer a word of advice 
worthy their attention ; which is, that they would 
provide a pipe of communication, to be conveyed from 
these machines to the brain, and constituted upon the 
model of the ingenious Dr. Hale's ventilators, that, 
whenever the sails of the windmill are put into motion 
by the external air, they may draw on all pernicious 
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vapourS) which may occasion a vertigo in 1 
as well as on the outside of their hea£. 

I am. Sir, your humble sei 

I am much pleased with the proposal of 
nious correspondent, and think it partici 
adapted to the present disposition ot the '. 
fondness for showy equipages is now beco 
their darling passions ; and the splendour, 
they are to be maintained, seems to be one o 
considerations in modem matches. If a fir 
be carried to court in a chair richly omamen 
to the opera in a gilt chariot, she little cons 
how disagreeable a companion she goes tl 
journey of life : and a polite female woul( 
fix her afifections on a man, who drives but 
pair, than she could be contented with beii 
down to his country seat, like Punch's wife t 
in a wheel-barrow. 

The ladies having thus strongly manif 
passion for equipage, the gentlemen, I supp< 
mere gallantry, and in order to further the g 
of their desires, have taken great pains 
themselves into coachmen, grooms, and jock 
flapped hat, the jemmy frock with plate bi 
a leathern belt, and the pride which some ] 
of quality take in driving, are all calculated^ 
to qualify them for being the ladies humbl 
I am therefore for extending my corre 
scheme : and as the ladies now adorn their 1 
the sign of a coach and six, like the door of 
alehouse, I would have the gentlemen also 
emblematical vehicles ; by which the other 
by a single glance at a lover's head, see in 
they will be supported : as we know a cler 
his rose, or an officer by his cockade. 
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The pretty fellows, who study dress, might shew a 
great deal of invention in suiting their caprioles to 
their circumstances. Any nobleman or gentleman, 
who has the honour to be a knowing one, might shew 
bis afiection for the turf by carrying the horse and 
JQckey ; another, who is an excellent driver, might bear 
his own figure exalted in a phaeton ; and a third, who 
thinks of picking up a partner for life, that can be 
pleased with a tete a tete or sober picquet party with 
jier husband, may bear a <u/i-a-<L/V. In a word, all the 
different proposals of various suitors might be made 
by means of these ornaments, which might be worn 
oyer the foreheads of the beaux, like the white horse in 
the grenadiers caps; and the ladies might be as much 
smitten with a promising capriole on the head of a 
lover, as heretofore with an elegant periwi?. 

If this mode should prevail, the concludmg a treaty 
of marriage between two persons of quality might be 
considered in the same light, and expressed in the 
same terms, as making a match at Newmarket ; and 
instead of the hacknied phrases at present used by 
our news-writers, we might perhaps see the important 
articles, concerning marriages, drawn up after the 
following manner. 

We hear that a match will be shortly made between 
the mourning coach and six of a merchant's widow 
with a great jointure, and a hunter, in fine order, 
belonging to a younger brother of a noble family. 

A running horse, highly valued for his blood, is 
txpected to start soon with a young filly from York- 
shire. Many thousand pounds are depending on this 
xnatcli. 

A "few days ago a young fellow from Ireland, 
mounted on a single horse, attacked an heiress in her 
coach and six. The lady made little or no resistance, 
and suffered herself to be taken out of the coach, and 
carried off behind him. 
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A ny coich and ui» bdongiog to a 701 
JQSt of age, came to town last week in great ip 
and was intended to be matched with an eqn 
the tame kind : bot having^ nnfbrtmiatelf nin 
Arthur's chocolate-house, it broke dowa^ 
owner was very moch hurt. 

We hear firom Bath^ that the post^haise of 
lady of great beauty ktely made it's anpeaiaiK 
long room, and soon after went off with the h 
a neighbouring country 'sauire. 

We are also informed urora the same plaoe» 
old-£ishi0ned two-wheel chaise with a sinsli 
contrived to hold onl^ one person, had dnv< 
the walks for some time ; but having jostled 
the sulky of an old bachelor, in his grand clin 
it was judged expedient to join them togethei 
they formed a roost agreeable 'vis^a^'vih fot 
Cual accommodation of both parties. 
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O SMtctat gentes, quihut bite naicuntur in bortit 
Numina ! 

JUV. 

O hallow *d ground ! a grore here rev* rend libi 
Here thick plantations rise of all the gods. 

V IRTU is almost the only instance, in wl 
appearance of literary knowledge is affected 
present age; and our persons of rank acqu 
enough scholarship, to qualify themselves f( 
noisseurs. This sort of students become sufi 
acquainted with the customs of the ancients, 
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it interesting psrticulan concerning cheni. Thty 
ininffoish a Tiberius from a Trajan* know the 
ion from the amphitheatre* and can explain the 
not between the pr^etexta and the ttmiea : which 
opposing the present times to hare elapsed sonw 
d years) is just as deep knowledge* as if some 
antiquary sbould discover the difierence be. 
a Carolus and an Anna* or St. Paul's church 
rory.Lane playhouse* or a &ll.trimmed suit and 
;:h frock. 

the full display of modem polite learning b ex. 
I in the decorations of parks* gardens* Sec* and 
d in that important monosyllable* taste. Taste 
hends the whole circle of the polite arts* and 
t's influence on every lawn* avenue* grass-plot* 
rterre. Taste has peopled the walks and ear. 

the great with more numerous inhabitants tlian 
nent Satyrs* Fauns* and Dryads. While in« 

has expunged the Christian theology from our 
taste has introduced the heathen mythology 
r gardens. If a pond is dug* Neptune* at the 
nd of taste* emerges from the bason* and pre. 
n the middle ; or if a vista is cut through a 
it must be terminated by a Flora* or an Apollo, 
ancients held that every spot of eround had it'a 
in genius* and that woodland deities were peg. 

the knotty entrails of every tree* so in the 
I laid out by modem taste tytry walk is peopled 
ods and goddesses* and every comer of it has 
dar deity. Temples are erected to all the train 
ies mentioned in Homer or Ovid, which edi- 
I well as their several statues* are adorned with 
Mr Greek inscriptions ; while the learned owner 
s at his own surprising stock of literature* 
tw sees drawn out at large before him* like the 
knowledge of an apothecary inscribed upon his 
:s. 

XXXII* t 
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These persons of taste may be considered s 
of learned idolaters^ since they may be almost 
adore these graven images^ and are quite entl 
in their veneration of them. The following Icl 
possibly give them some offence ; but as I navi 
no extravagant fondness for a Jupiter Tons 
fielvidere Apollo^ I heartily wish the scheme i 
by my correspondent may take place^ though j 
reduce the price of heathen godheads. 

TO MR. TOWN, 
Sir, 

At a time when all wise heads are consid 
ways and means to raise taxes^ that may p: 
least oppressive to indigence, and most effect i 
strictive of luxury, permit me to propose (i 
plement to the thoughts of one of your corres] 
on this subject) a national tax upon gods. 

It is a strange but an undeniable truth, Mr, 
that if you and I were to travel through Engh 
to visit the citizen in his country box, the n 
at his seat, the esquire at the hall-house, and < 
divine at his parsonage, we should find the 
avenues, and groves, belonging to each x 
stuffed and ornamented with heathen gods. 

In the present declining state of our establi 
ligion, I almost tremble to consider what ma 
consequences of these ready-made deities. I 
from me to suppose that the great and the i 
worship any goid whatsoever ; but still I am 
to fear that the poor and the vulgar, when t 
all other worship ridiculed and laid aside, may i 
take to these molten images, and adore ever 
godhead they can find. If a tax on wheels 
down some hundreds of coaches^ by a parity o 
a tax upon gods may pull down an equal, 
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greater, nuiaber of stataes. I would also ofier another 
proposal ; which is this : That an oak be immediately 
planted wherever & statue has been taken away ; by 
which means those vast woods, which of late years 
have been cut down in England, to supply the imme- 
diate necessities of the illustrious Artnurites in St. 
Jamea's-^treet, may be in some measure supplied to 
rotnre generations. 

Among our j^esent taxes, some of them fall upon 
branches of splendor, not totally luxurious. WheeU 
carriages may be necessary ; want of health or lame- 
ness <S limbs may require them : but what necessities 
can we pretend for statues in our gardens, Penates in 
our libraries, and Lares on every chimney-piece? I 
have remarked many wild whims of this kind, that 
bave appeared submissions, if not attachments, to ido- 
latry. A gentleman of my acquaintance has destroyed 
his chapel, merely because he could not put up statues 
in it, and has filled his garden with every god, that 
can be found in Spence's Poly metis. Another of my 
^ends, after having placed a Belvidere Apollo very 
conspicuously and naked upon the top of a mount, has 
erected an obelisk to the Sun : and this expence he has 
not put himself to for the beauty of the obelisk, for it 
is not beautiful, nor again for the splendor of the 
planet, which is of pewter double gilt, but only be. 
.cause, being in possession of copies or originals of every 
deity that Greece or Italy could boast, he was resolved 
to have the god of Persia to complete his collection. 
A poU-tax therefore upon ^ods and goddesses, be their 
representation what it will, suns, dogs, moons, or 
monkies, is absolutely necessary, and would infallibly 
bring in a large revenue to the state. 

Happening to be the other day at Slaughter's coffee- 
Jbouse in St. Martin's-lane, I saw two very fine statues 
of Fame and Fortune, brought out of Mr. Roubilliac's 
fpte, and exposed to view, before they were nailed up 

L 2 
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and carted. The boy of the ] se told n 
to be placed opon the top of Sir ilioinas — 
in Hampshire. ' Is it for such as theae* { 
sneering papist, who stood near mCf ) < du 
have been rcnxived) and that reverend aatnt 
tjn have been destro^red, and poanded im 
St for these, that St. Peter has been brokei 
and St. Paul melted down into water-pt 
Our Lady make room for Proserpine ? Ai 
giant St. Christopher fall a yictim to th< 
Hercales ? Will yon not agree with m^ 
tinned he, ' that as men are induced, and s 
strained, to judge of others by their own n 
inclinations, we who are supposed to ^ 
images of Christians, must naturally con 
the protestants of the church of England i 
images of heathens ?' I confess I was at a 
answer the acuteness of his questions ; and 
that I cannot help thinking St. Anthony p 
the fishes, or St. Dunstan takine the dc 
nose, as proper ornaments for a chapel, as 
deities wnatever. 

Hitherto I have kept you entirely among 
images without doors, but were we to enter 
mansions whose avenues and demesnes are 
the manner I describe, we should find evei 
a pagpd, filled with all the monstrous iraag 
idolatry of India can produce. I will not 
infer that the ladies address kitoos (prayers 
Japanese make use of in time of public 
their Ingens, but I am apt to surmise, th 
of danger and invasion, some of your f 
would be more alarmed at the approach of 
to their china than to their chapels, and w< 
give up a favourite lap-dog, than a grotesqui 
piece figure of a Chmese saint with numlx 
and arms. I have not yet digested my tl 
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what maimer the feir sex ought to be taxed. It k a 
tender point, and requires consideration. At present* 
I am of opinion, they oaeht to be spared, and the 
-whole burthen entirely laid upon those Bramins and 
Imams, whose idolatrous temples lie publicly open to 
'CNir streets • 

I am* Sir* your most humble servant, 

Moses Orthodox* 
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yttanum tetigUse timent fugluutqtu poetam, 

HOR. 

Fly ! neighbours, fly ! he raves ; his verses show it ; 
Fly ! or you're caught, you're bit by a mad poet. 

I REMEMBER, when I was very young, a relation 
carried me to visit a gentleman who had wrote some 
pieces that had been very well received, and made me 
ytty happy by promising to introduce me to an author. 
As soon as I came, I surveyed his whole person from 
top to toe with the strictest attention, sat open, 
mouthed to catch every syllable that he uttered, and 
noticed his voice, manner, and every word artd gesture, 
with the minutest observation. I could not help 
whispering to myself the whole evening, " I am in 
company with an author," and waited with the most 
anxious impatience to hear him deliver something, 
that might distinguish him from the rest of mankind. 
The gentleman behaved with great cheerfulness and 

riliteness : but he did not at all answer the idea, which 
had conceived of an author ; and I went away ex« 
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ceedingljr diiappointed, became I coidd not find mf 
striking difierence between bim and the midmf 

acquaintance. 

There is no character in human lifis^ whkh u die 
subject of more freqoent speculatioa among the vnlgtfi 
than an author. Some look on him wiui oonlcmp^ 
and others with admiration ; but they all i^gree b be- 
lieving him to be something different from all other 
people: and it is remarkable with what greedinen 
thev attend to any little anecdotesj which thcf caa 
pick up concerning lus life and conversation. He iff 
indeed^ a kind of an ideal beings of which people 
conceive very different notions. Ey some he m t^ 
posed never to stir out of a garret, towearanniy 
black coat, dirty shirt, and darned stockings, and to 
want all the necessaries, as well as conveniences, of 
life ; while others regard him as a creature superior to 
the rest of mortals, and endowed with something moie 
than reason. One part, therefore, is surprised to see 
him walk abroad, and appear as well dressed as other 
people ; and another is disappointed, when thev find 
him talk and act, and fill the offices of life, no netter 
than any other common man. 

Nor is it less curious to consider the different ideas 
they conceive of the manner, in which the business of 
writing is executed. The novice in literature, " smit 
with the love of sacred song," but not yet dipt in ink, 
supposes it all rapture and enthusiasm, and in ima- 
gination sees the author running wildly about his 
room, talking poetry to the chairs and tables ; while 
the mechanic considers him as working at his trade, 
and chinks he can sit down to write, whenever he 
pleases, as readily as the smith can labour at his forge, 
or a carpenter plane a board. Indeed, he regards the 
author with some veneration as a scholar : but writing 
appears to him a mighty easy business, and he smiles, 
whenever he hears any body mention the labour of it ; 
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nor has he the least conception of the mind's beins; 
fiuigued with thinking, and the fancy harassed witn 
pursuing a long train of ideas. 

As people are led frequently to judge of a man from 
lib ordinary conversation^ so it is common for them 
So form an idea of the author's disposition from the 
peculiar turn and colour of his writings : they expect 
a gloom to be spread over the face of a mathematician ; 
ft controversial writer must be given to wrangling and 
dispute ; and they imagine, that a satirist must be 
made up of spleen, envy, and ill-nature. But this cri- 
cerion is by no means certain and determinate: I 
know an author of a tragedy, who is the merriest man 
living ; and one who has wrote a very witty comedv, 
though he will sit an hour in company without speak« 
ing a word. Lord Buckhurst is celebrated for being 
** the best good man with the worst-natur'd muse ;" 
and Addison was remarkably shy and reserved in con. 
.versation. I remember, I once fell into company 
with a painter, a poet, a divine, and a physician, 
who were no less famous for their wit and humour, 
than for their excellence in their several professions. 
After the usual common topics were discussed, the 
physician and the poet fell into a dispute concerning 
predestination; the divine smoked his pipe quietly, 
•without putting in a word; while the painter and 
myself formed a privy council for the good of the na- 
tion. Thus, were it possible to conjure up the spirits 
of the most eminent wits in former ages, and put them 
together, they would perhaps appear to be very dull 
.company. Virgil and Addison would probably sit 
staring at each other without opening their mouths ; 
Horace and Steele would perhaps join in commendation 
of the liquor ; and Swift would in all likelihood di- 
vert himself with sucking his cheeks, drawing figures 
in the wine spilt upon the tablcj or twirling the cork« 
tctcw round his finger*. 
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The itning;e prejodioeiy which toflbefKi 
againtt anchors, detef many a jonth fn a dnwiag^ 
pen in the service of litenitore : br, if he Tcntom 
commit a fiivoorite work to the pren» he atcak mi 
printer's with as much caotion and privacy as 
would perhaps, on another occasion, to a soige 
He is afraid, that he shall injure his character 
being known to hare written any thinjg^ and that i 
genteel part of his acquaintance will despise him a 
k)w wretch, as soon as they discover him to he 
author : as if merely the appearing in print was a d 
grace to a gentleman, and the imprimatmr to his wa 
was no more than a stamp of shame and ignomii 
These are the tenors, which at first disturb the pc 
of almost every author, and have, of ten put me in ni 
of the exclamation of that writer, who cried cot, *^ 
that mine enemy had written a book !" 

These fearful apprehensions are perhaps no milad 
drawback on the vanity natural to all authors, whi 
undoubtedly they often conceal or suppress, out of i 
ference to the world : but, if this false modesty is 1 
much cherished, it must of course damp all genius, a 
discourage every literary undertaking. Why shot 
it be disgraceful to exert the noblest faculties given 
by nature ? and why should any man blush at acqn 
tine himself well in a work, which there is scarce c 
in five hundred has a capacity to perform ? Even n 
posing an author to support himself by the profit arisi 
from his works, there is nothing more dishonest, sa 
dalous, or mean in it, than an officer in the army {\ 
politest of all professions) living on his commissic 
Sense and genius are as proper commodities to trafii 
in, as courage ; and an author is no more to be cc 
demned as a hackney scribbler, though he writes at t 
rate of so much per sheet, than a colonel should be c 
spised as a mercenary and a bravo, for exposing hit 
self to be slashed, stuck, and shot at for so much p 



Jf*114« THE CONNOISSEUR. 10$ 

day* The troth is, that authors themselves often 
create the evils they complain of^ and bring a disgrace 
OD the service of literature, bv being ashamed to wear 
the badge of it. Voltaire, in his letters on the Eng- 
lish, rdates a remarkable instance of this kind of 
fidse pride in our own Congreve. Voltaire, when he 
was u England, waited on Con^ve, and tdd him, 
that he was glad of an opportunity of paying his re- 
spects to a writer so muck celebrated for his wit and 
hnmoor. Congreve received him politely enough, but 
replied, that he should be glad to see him as a common 
gentleman, but would not be considered or conversed 
with as an author. The French writer was a good 
deal surprised at such a ridiculous piece of delicacy, 
and could not help telling him, that, if he had been 
no more than a common gentleman, he should never 
have had any desire of seeing him. 

I have often pleased myself with reflecting on the 
di£brent opinions,^ which my readers must have formed 
of me, since my first appearance as an author. As 
poverty is one of the general characteristics of our 
motherhood, those, who indulge themselves in a con. 
tempt of 'writers, have, I doubt not, often painted 
me to their imagination in a very grotesque taste. 
Their ideal caricatures have perhaps c^en represented 
me lodged at least three stories from the ground, com. 
posing dissertations on the modem taste in archi- 
tecture : at another time I may have been delineated 
sitting in a tattered night-gown and the breeches of a 
heathen philosopher, writing satires on the present 
modes in dress: and sometimes perhaps they have 
figured me half- starved for want of a hearty meal, 
penning invectives against luxury and debauchery. 

fiut while these have reduced me to this low condi- 
tion, and " steeped me in poverty to the very lips," I 
flatter myself, that some few have bestowed on me an 
extraordinary share c^ virtue and understanding. After 
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80 many grtve lessoni against the vices imd luxury of 
the present age, they will naturally suppose, that I 
never risked a farthing at the gaming-table, never 
kept a mistress, would decline an invitation to a turtle- 
feast, and, rather than be provoked to fight a duel, 
would take a kick on the oreech, or tweak by the 
nose, with all the calmness and rcsienation imaginable. 
As to my wit and humour, I should blush to set down 
the many compliments 1 have had from several uo- 
known correspondents on that head : and I once fc- 
ceived a note from a very honest gentleman, who de- 
sired to spend an evening with me, promising himself 
sreat diversion in crackmg a bottle with the £uctioas 
Mr. Town. 

These various opinions of me as an author I shaM 
never labour to reconcile ; but shall be equally coo* 
tented with instructing or amusing the gentle reader, 
whether he considers my papers as favours showered 
down upon him from a bookseller's garret, or issuini 
from my own apartment. However this may be, I 
shall never think it a disgrace to have written, or be 
ashamed to be considered as an author ; and if ever 
Mr. Voltaire should think proper to visit £ngland 
again, I shall be very glad of a literary chat with hiii% 
and will give him a most gracious reception* 

T 
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HOR. 

"With an old bachelor how things miscarry ? 
What shall I do ? go, hang myscii ? or marry .» 

TO MR. TOWN. 

Snt, April 5, 1756. 

%0 man is a sincerer friend to innocent pleasantry, or 
ore desirous of promoting it, than myself. Raillery 
: every kind, provided it be confined within due 
>unds, is, in my opinion, an excellent ingredient in 
mversation ; and 1 am never displeased, if I can con. 
ibute to the harmless mirth of the company, by being 
lyself the subject of it : but, in good truth, I have 
dtW a fortune, a constitution, nor a temper, that 
ill^able me to chuckle and shake my sides, while I 
ifier more from the festivity of my friends, than the 
►leen or malice of my enemies could possibly inflict 
x>n roe ; nor do I see any reason, why I should so 
r move the mirthful indignation of the ladies, as to 
t teazed and worried to death in mere sport, for no 
irthly reason, but that I am what the world calls an 
id bachelor. 

The femaie part of my acquaintance entertain an 
id opinion, that a bachelor is not in fact a rational 
reature ; at least, that he has not the sense of feeling 
1 common with the rest of mankind ; that a bachelor 
ay be beaten like a stock-fish ; that you may thrust 
ins into his legs, and wring him by the nose ; in 
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short, that yoa cannot take too many libertiet with a 
bachelor. I am at a loss to conceive on what founda- 
tion these romping philosophers have groondcd their 
hypothesis, though at the same time I am a mchn- 
choir proof of it's existence, as well as of it's ab- 
surdity. 

A friend of mine, whom I frequently visit, has a 
wife and three daughters, the youngest of which hu 
persecuted me these ten years. These ingenious young 
ladies have not only found out the sol^ end ana pur- 
pose of my being themselves, but have likewise com- 
municated their discovery to all the girls in the neigh- 
bourhood : so that, if they happen at any time to be 
apprized of my coming, (which I take all poBsiUe 
care to prevent) they immediately dispatch half a 
dozen cards to their faithful allies, to beg the favour 
of their company to drink cofiee> and help to teaze 
Mr. Ironside. Upon these occasions, my entry into 
the room is sometimes obstructed by a cord, fastened 
across the bottom of the door-case ; which, as I am a 
little near-sighted, I seldom discover, till it has 
brought me upon my knees before them. While I am 
employed in brushing the dust from my black i^ers, 
or chafing my broken shins, my wie is suddenly ooo- 
veyed away, and either stuffed benind the looking- 
glass, or tossed from one to the other so dextroosly 
and with such velocity, that, after many a fruitless 
attempt to recover it, I am obliged to sit down bare- 
headed, to the great diversion ot the spectators. The 
last time I found myself in these distressful circum- 
stances, the eldest girl, a sprightly mischievous jade, 
stepped briskly up to me, and promised to restore my 
wig, if I would play her a tune on a small flute she 
held in her hand. I instantly applied it to my lipj, 
and blowing lustily into it, to my inconceivable sur- 
prise, was immediately choked and blinded with a 
cloud of soot, that issued from every hole in the instro. 
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mcnt* The younger part of the company declared I 
had not executed the conditions^ and refused to sur« 
render my wig; but the father who had a roueh kind 
of facetiousness about him, insisted on it's beme de- 
livered up, and protested that he nerer knew the black 
]oke better performed in his life. 

I am naturally a quiet inoffensive animal, and not 
easily ruffled ; yet I shall never submit to these indig* 
nities with patience, till I am satisfied I deserve them. 
Even the old maids of my acquaintance, who, one 
would think, mifi'ht have a fellow-feeling for a brother 
in distress, conspire with their nieces to harass and 
torment me : and it is not many nights, since Mist 
Diana Grizzle utterly spoiled the only superfine suit I 
have in the world, by pinning the skirts of it together 
with a red-hot poker. I own, my resentment of this 
injury was so strong, that I determined to punish it 
by kissing the offender, which in cool blood 1 should 
never have attempted. The satisfaction, however, 
which I obtained by this imprudent revenge, was 
much like what a man of honour feels on finding him- 
lelf run through the body by the scoundrel who had 
offended him. My upper lip was transfixed with a 
large corkin pin, which in the scuffle she had conveyed 
into her mouth ; and I doubt not, that I shall carry 
Che memorem labr'is notam (the mark of this Judas- 
kiss) from an old maid to the grave with me. 

These misfortunes, or others of the same kind, I 
encounter daily : but at these seasons of the year, 
which give a sanction to this kind of practical wit, 
and when every man thinks he has a right to entertain 
himself at his friend's expence, I live in hourly appre- 
hensions of more mortifying adventures. No misera- 
ble dunghill-cock, devoted a victim to the wanton 
cruelty of the mob, would be more terrified at the ap- 
proach of a Shrove-Tuesday, were he endued with 
Rtunan reason and forecast, than I am at the approach 
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of a mernr Christmas or the first of April. No longer 
ago than last Thursday, which was the latter of these 
festivals, I was pestered with nsortifying presents 
from the ladies ; obliged to pay the carriage of half a 
dozen ovster.barrels stufied with brick-bats, and tea 
packets by the post containing nothing but old news* 
ppers. fiut what vexed me the most, was the being 
sent fifty miles out of town, on that day, by a coun* 
terfeit express from a dying relation. 

I could not help reflecting, with a sigh, on the re. 
semblance between the imaginary grievance of poor 
Tom in the tragedy of Lear, and those which I really 
experienced. 1, like him, was led through ford and 
whirlpool, o'er bog and quagmire ; and though knives 
were not laid under my piUow, minced horse-hair was 
strewed upon my sheets : like him, I was made to 
ride on a hard-trotting horse through the most danger, 
ous ways, and found, at the end of my journey, that 
I had only been coursing my own shadow. 

As much a sufferer as I am by the behaviour of the 
women in general, I must not forget to remark, that the 
pertness and sauciness of an old maid is particularly 
offensive to me. I cannot help thinking, that the 
virginity of these ancient misses is at least as ridi- 
culous, as my own celibacy. If I am to be condemned 
for having never made an offer, they are as much to 
blame for having never accepted one : if I am to be 
derided for having never married, who never at. 
tempted to make a conquest ; they are more properiy 
the objects of derision, who are still unmarried, after 
having made so many. Numberless are the proposals 
they have rejected, according to their own account : 
and they are eternally boasting of the havock they 
have formerly made among the knights, baronets, and 
'squires, at fiath, Tunbridge, and Epsom; while a 
tattered madrigal perhaps, a snip of hair, or the por- 
trait of a cherry-cheeked gentleman in a milk-wnite 
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periwig, are the only remaining proofs of those beao. 
ties^ which are now withered like the short-lived 
rose, and have only left the virgin thorn remaining. 

Believe me, Mr. Town, I am almost afraid to trust 
you with the publication of this epistle : the ladies, 
-whom I last mentioned, will be so exasperated on 
reading it, that I must expect no quarter at their hands 
ibr the future ; since they are eenerally as little in. 
clined to forgiveness in their old-age, as they were to 

Eity and compassion in their youth. One expedient, 
owever, is left me, which, if put in execution, will 
efiectually screen me from their resentment. 

I shall be happy, therefore, if by your means I 
may be permitted to inform the ladies, that as fusty 
an animal as they think me, it is not impossible but 
by a little gentler treatment, than I have hitherto met 
with, I may be humanized into a husband. As an 
inducement to them to relieve me from my present un. 
easy circumstances, you may assure them, that I am 
renaered so exceedingly tractable by the very severe 
discipline I have undergone, that they may mould and 
fitthion me to their minds with ease; and, conse- 

gnently, that by marrying me, a woman will save 
erself all that trouble, which a wife of any spirit is 
obliged to take with an unruly husband, who is absurd 
enough to expect from her a strict performance of the 
marriage vow, even in the very minute article of 
obedience : that, so far from contradicting a lady, I 
shall be mighty well satisfied, if she contents herself 
with contradicting me : that, if I happen at any time 
inadvertently to thwart her inclinations, I shall think 
myself rightly served, if she boxes my ears, spits in 
my i&ce, or treads upon my corns : that, if I approach 
her lips, when she is not in a kissing humour, 1 shall 
expect she will bite me by the nose ; or, if I take her 
by the hand at an improper season, that she will in- 
ttantly begin to pinch^ scratch, and daw, and apply 

M2 
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her fingen to those parpowt, which thej wen oev* 
ttinly intended by nature to (ttlfiU Add to thne ac* 
complishmentSf to requisite to make the married stall 
happy, that I am not much turned of t&y$ can tieoa 
my cravat} fatten a button, or mend « hok io my 
stocking without any atsittance. 

I am^ Sir, your humble tenrant, 

CaaitTorB VI. ItomiDi* 
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J)espicere unie queas mlht^ patsimque videte 
Errare^ atque viam paJantes okitrere vit^t, 

LUCRET. 

Here each profession, and it's tribe we view, 
Some toiling in the old, and some inventing new. 

1 HOSE parents, who are unable to give their tons 
an estate, regard the educating them to one of the 
three great professions of law, physic, and divinityi 
as putting them in the high road to acquire one. 
Hence it happens, that nineteen parts out of twenty 
of our youne; men are brought up with a view to 
Lambeth, the Seals, or Warwick-lane. But alas I 
their hopes and expectations of rising by their profes- 
8 ions are often frustrated ; and the surprising numbers, 
engaged in running the same race, necessarily jostle 
one another. For though the courts of justice are 
tolerably supplied with matters of litigation ; though 
there are many invalids and valetudinarians; and 
though great part of England is laid out into church, 
preferments ; yet there is not in all the kingdom suffi- 
cient matter kmt legal contention, to employ a tenth 
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part of thoMi who have been trained to engross deeds 
]q their chamberi or to harangue at the bar: the 
number of patients bears no proportion to the swarms 
of the faculty I nor would ir, tnough a consultation 
were to sit on every sick man^ like carrion-ilies upon 
a carcase: and the prodigious number of reverend 
divines infinitely exceeds that of those bishopricks, 
deaneriesj prebends, rectories vicarages, Sec. which, 
when they are ordained, they conceive it to be part of 
their holy orders to fill. From these frequent tailurca 
in each of the professions, the younger sons of great 
men often wish, that they had been permitted to dis. 
grace the family by some mercantile, or more plebeian 
occupation ; while the son of the mechanic curses the 
pride of his father, who, instead of securing him a 
livelihood in his own business, has condemned him to 
starve in pudding.sleeves, that he may do honour to 
his relations by being a gentleman. 

The three pK)fessions being thus crowded with more 
candidates for business and preferment, than can pos- 
sibly be employed or promoted, has occasioned several 
irregularities in the conduct of the followers of each 
of them. The utter impossibility of supporting 
themselves in the usual method of practising law, 
physic, or divinity, without clients, patients, or 
parishioners, has induced the labourers in each of those 
vocations to seek out new veins and branches. The 
young solicitor, who finds he has nothing to do, now 
he is out of his clerkship, offers his assistance, in the 
transaction of all law affairs, by the public papers, 
jand, like the advertising tailors, promises to work 
cheaper than any of his brethren : while the young 
barrister, after having exhibited his tye-wig in West- 
minster- haU» during several terms, to no purpose, is 
obliged to forego the hope of rivalling Murray and 
Coke, and content himself with being the oracle of 
(he courts of Cai;olina or Jamaica. The graduate in 
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inediclnej finding; himself nnaolidlted for piCKiit 
or advicci and likely to stanre by practising pi 
secundum artem^ flies in the face of the college, 
professes to cure all diseases by nostrums anment: 
m the dispensatory. He commences a thriving qi 
and soon makes his way through the important c 
cal degrees of walking on foot* riding on horsd 
dispensing his drugs from a one.horse chaise, and 1 
lolling in a chariot. The divine, without li* 
cure, or lectureship, may perhaps incur transport 
for illegal marriages, set up a theatrical-orato 
BillingAgate chapel under the shelter of the tolera 
act and the butcners of Clare-market, or kindh 
inward light in the bosoms of the saints of N 
fields, and the Magdalens of Broad St. Giles's. 

But notwithstanding these shoots, ingrafted, 
vere, into the main body of the professions, it ii 
impossible for the vast multitude of divines, law 
and physicians to maintain themselves, at any 
within the pale of their respective employments. ' 
have often been compelled, at least, to call in ac 
titious ones, and have sometimes totally abanc 
their original undertakings. They have frequ 
made mutual transitions into the occupations of 
other, or have perhaps embraced other employm 
which, though distinct from all three, and not us 
dignified with the title of professions, may fairl 
considered in that light ; since they are the sole n 
of support to many thousands, who toiled in vaii 
a subsistence in the three capital ones. On these 
fessions, and their various followers, I shall here i 
some observations. 

The first of these professions is an author, 
mart of literature is, indeed, one of the chief re 
of unbeneficed divines, and lawyers and physi 
without practice. I'here are, at present, in the v 
of authors, doctors of physicj who (to use the p 
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of one of them) have no great fatigue from the bnsi. 
Bess of their profession : many clergymen, whose 
fermons are the roost inconsiderable part of their conu 
positions : and several gentlemen of the inns of court, 
who, instead of driving the quill over skins of parch. 
ment, lead it through all the mazes of modern novels^ 
critiques, and pamphlets. Many likewise have em- 
braced this profession, who were never bred to any 
other : and I might also mention the many bankrupt 
tradesmen and broken artificers, who daily enter into 
this new way of business, if, by pursuing it in the 
same mechanical manner as their fonner occupations, 
they might not rather be regarded as following a trade, 
than a profession. 

The second of these professions is a player. The 
ingenious gentlemen, who assume the persons of the 
drama, are composed of as great a variety of charac- 
ters as those they represent. The history of the stage 
might afford many instances of those, who in the 
trade of death might have slain men, who have con. 
descended to deal counterfeit slaughter from their right 
hands, and administer harmless phials and bowls of 
poison. We might read also of persons, whose fists 
were intended to beat the ** drum ecclesiastic," who 
have themselves become theatrical voluntiers. In re. 
gard to the law, many, who were originally designed 
to manifest their talents for elocution m Westminster, 
hall, have displayed them in Drury-lane ; and it may 
be added, on theatrical authority, that ^ . 



Not e'en Attorneys have this rage withstood. 

But chang'd thepr pens for truncheons, ink for blood. 

And, strange reverse ! — dy'd for their country's good. 



I will not so far affront those gentlemen, who were 
at any time engaged in the study of the three honour, 
able prqfessions of law, physic, and divinity, as to 
suppose that any of them nave ever taken up the more 
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fashionable employment of a pimp : yet k it oertainf 
that this is a very common and lacratiYC profession) 
and that very many provide themselves witn the iie« 
cessaries of life, by^ administering to the pleasiues of 
others* A convenient cousin^ sister, or wife, hu 
sometimes proved the chief means of making a for^i 
tune ; and the tongue of slander has often veatored to 
affirm, that the price of procuration has been paid with 
a place or a bishoprick* 

The most advantageous and genteel of all pnk$* 
uons is gaming. Whoever will make this science his 
study, will find it the readiest way to riches, and most 
certain pass|x>rt to the best company : for the polite 
world will always admit any one to their society, who 
will condescend to win their money. The followers of 
this profession are very numerous ; which is, indeed, 
no wonder, when we reflect on the numbers it supports 
in ease and affluence, at no greater pains than pacidng 
the cards or cogging the dice, and no more risk than 
being sometimes tweaked by the nose, or kicked out of 
company : besides which, this profession daily receives 
new lustre from the many persons of quality, that fol- 
low it, and crowd into it with as much eagerness, as 
into the army. Among gamesters may also be found 
lawyers, who get more by being masters of all the 
cases in Hoyle, than by their knowledge of those, re- 
corded in the report-books ; physicians, the chief ob* 
ject of whose attention is the circulation of the £• 0« 
table ; and divines, who, we may suppose, were hinted 
at by a famous wit in a certain assembly, when, among 
the other benefits resulting from a double tax upon dice, 
he thought fit to enumerate, that it might possibly 
prevent the clergy from playing at back-gammon. 

But the more danger the more honour : and therefore 
no profession is more honourable than that of a high* 
way man. Who the followers of this profession are» 
and with what juccess they practise it, 1 will not pre» 
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md to idata ; at the meinoin of several of theui 
ave been ahcs^dy penned by the Ordinary of New* 
;atej and as it is to be hopedf that the lives of aU 
he present practitioner; will be written hereafter by 
bat faithful historian. I shall> therefore, only say, 
hat the present spirit of dissoluteness and fr^e-think, 
ng must unavoidably bring this honourable profession 
sore and more into vogue, and that every sessionf 
lay soon be expected to afford an instance of a gentle* 
9an.highwayman» 
W 
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Ergo iaiui difficile est ferituram arcessere summam 
lAtncibus oppotitis^ vet itfatris imagine fracta . 

JUV. 

Here to the spendthrift ready ca$h is lent, 
Ofl plate, or rings, or watches, cent per cent : 
Here, from it's frame th' enamel 'd portrait drawn. 
The circling brilliants are received in pawn. 

I Have often amused myself with considering the 
nean and ridiculous shifts, to which the extravagant 
ire sometimes reduced. When the certain supplies of 
I regular income are exhausted, they are obliged to 
»8t about for ready cash, and set the invention to 
rork, in order to devise means of repairing their 
iiiances. Such attempts to enlarge their revenue have 
iequently driven those, whose great souls would not 
)e curb^ by the straitness of their circumstances, 
into very uncommon undertakings: they have sent 
loxda to Arthur'Sj and ladies to assembliesi or ^ome- 
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times worse places. We may nkly cxmclndet tliat 
whoever breaks through all economyf will aooD dis- 
card honesty ; though perhaps it might be deemed 
scanJaltim magnatttm to aver, that prodigal men of 
quality have cSten sold their country to redeem their 
estates, and that extravagant ladiea have been known 
to make up the deficiencies of their pin-mooey bf 
pilfering and larceny. 

One of the first and chief resources of extraTa- 

fance, both in high and low life, is- the pawnbroker's. 
never pass by one of these shops, witnoat consider. 
ing them as the repositories of half the iewel^ {date, 
&c. in town. It is true, indeed, that the honest and 
industrious are sometimes forced to supply their neces- 
sities by this method : but if we were to inquire, to 
whom the several articles in these miscellaneons ware- 
houses belong, we should find the greatest part of 
them to be the property of the idle and infimoooi 
among the vulgar, or the prodi|;al and luxurioui 
among the great : and if, in imitation of the ancients, 
who placed the temple of Honour behind the temple 
of Virtue, propriety should be attempted in the situa- 
tion of pawnbroker's shops, they would be placed 
contiguous to a gin-shop, as in the ingenious print of 
Hogarth, or behind a tavern, garoing..houie, or 
bagnio. 

Going home late last Saturday night, I was witness 
to a curious dialogue at the door of one of these 
houses. An honest journeyman carpenter, whose wife, 
it seems, had pawned his best clothes, having just re- 
ceived his week's pay, was come to redeem them ; 
but, it being past twelve o'clock, the man of the 
house, who Kept up the conversation by means of a 
little grate in the door, refused to deliver them; 
though the poor carpenter begged hard for his holiday 
clothes, as the morrow was Easter Sunday. This ac- 
cident led me to reflect on the various persons in 
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town, who carry on this kind of commerce with the 
pawnbrokers, and gave occasion to the following dream. 

I was scarce asleep, before I found myself at the 
entrance of a blind alley, terminated by a little hatch ; 
where I saw a vast concourse of people, of different 
ages, sex, and condition, going in and coming out. 
Some of these I observed, as they went up, very 
richly drest ; and others were adorned with jewels and 
costly trinkets: but I could not help remarking, 
that at their return they were all divested of their 
£nery; and several had even their gowns and coats 
stript off* their backs. A lady, who strutted up in a 
rich brocaded suit, sneaked back again in an ordinary 
stuff* night-gown : a second retreated with the loss of 
a diamond solitaire and pearl necklace ; and a third, 
who had bundled up her whole stock of linen, scarce 
escaped with what she had upon her back. I observed 
several gentlemen, who brought their sideboards of 
plate, to be melted down, as it were, into current 
specie : many had their pockets disburthened of their 
watches ; and some, even among the military gentle, 
men, were obliged to deliver up their swords. Others 
of the company marched up, heavy laden with pic- 
tures, household goods and domestic utensils : one car- 
ried a spit ; another brandished a gridiron ; a third 
flourished a frying-pan ; while a fourth brought to my 
remembrance the old sign of the dog's head in the 
porridge-pot. I saw several trot up merrily with their 
chairs, tables, and other furniture : but I could not 
help pitying one poor creature among the rest, who, 
after having stript his own house, even to his feather. 
bed, stalked along like a lock-patient, wrapt up in the 
blankets, while his wife accompanied him doing 
penance in the sheets. 

As I was naturally curious to see the inside of the 
receptacle, where all these various spoils were depo> 
«ited, I stept up to the hatch ; and meeting a g 
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old gentleman at thc^ thraholdy I desired Um to iiw 
form me what place it wai| and what buiineu wai j 
transacted there. He verycoarteoutlf tookmeby the 
handy and leading me thioogh a dark passagCf broaght 
me into a spacious hall, which he told me was the 
temple of usury, and that he himself was the cUef j 
priest of it. One part of this building was hoog | 
round with all kinds of apparel^ like the aaic-ihopi ia 
Monmouth-street ; another was strewed with a variety | 
of goods, and resembled the brokers shops in Haip. 
alley ; and another part was furnished with such aa 
immense quantity of jewels and rich plat^ chat I 
should rather have fancied myself in the church of the 
lady of Loretto. All these, mv guide informed mei 
were the offerings of that crowd, which I had seen re- 
sorting to this temple. The churches in Roman Catho- 
lic countries have commonly a cross fixed upon them ; 
the Chinese erect dragons and hang bells about their 
pagods : and the 1 urkish mosques have their pe- 
culiar hieroglyphics ; but I could not help taking par- 
ticular notice, that this temple of usury had it's vesti- 
bule adorned with three wooden balls painted bloe^ 
the mystery of which, I was told, was as dark and un- 
fathomable as the Pythagorean number, or the seciec 
doctrines of Trismcgist. 

When I had in some measure satisfied my curiosityi 
in taking a general survey of the temple, my instructor 
led me to an interior corner of it, where the most 
splendid offerings were spread upon a large altar. 
1'his bauble, said he, shewing me an elegant sprig of 
•diamonds, is an aigrct, sent in last week by a lady of 
quality, who has ever since kept home, with her head 
muffled up in a double clout, for a pretended fit of the 
tooth.ache. She has, at different times, made an of* 
fering of all her jewels : and, besides these, her whole 
wardrol^ was very lately lodged here, which threw 
hor into an hysteric fever, and confined her to her bed- 
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m for upwards of a month. Those ear-rings, and 
er jewels are the paraphernalia of a young bride ; 
was so constant a votary to this place, that, when 
bing else remained for an ofiering, she even brought 
her wedding'.ringt Yon may be surprised, per. 
%f to behold such a variety of necklaces, girdle- 
Ides* solitaires, and other female ornaments, as are 
t collected : but it is observable, that their devo- 
la in the temple of usury have been chiefly encou. 
ed and kept alive, by their assisting at the midnight 
ies of avarice. 

Hot are the gentlemen, continued he, less encou. 
era of our rites. That gold watch laid snug for a 
siderable time, in the fob of a young man of qua- 
r ; but it was one night jerked out by a single 
ow of the dice at a gaming-table, and made it's 
Y into the pocket of a stranger, who placed it here, 
keep company with several others, brought hither 
a similar occasion. Those brilliant buckles once 
ttered on the shoes of a very pretty fellow, who set 
: last winter on his travels into foreign parts, but 
rer got farther than Boulogne: and that sword, 
*h the rich fillagree hilt and elegantly-fancied sword, 
ot with eold tassels, once dangled at the side of a 
rited buck ; who left it here two years ago, when 
went off in a great hurry, to take possession of a 
ge estate in his native country, Ireland, whence he 
lot yet returned. You may see many others of 
ae instruments of death, which rust peacefully in 
rir scabbards, as being of no use whatever to their 
ners : that, which commonly hangs upon the vacant 
r there, belongs, you must know, to a noble captain : 
is called upon duty once a month, and is at thitf in- 
nt mounting guard at St. James's. 
Not far from these rich ornaments hung several em- 
ndered coats, laced waistcoats, point d*espagne hats, 
• This suit, said my venerable instructor, pointing 
VOL. xxxu. M 



Ift6 THE CONNOISSEUR. N^ II7. 

to one richly embroidered^ was made op fer a ncMe 
lord on the last Urth-day^ and conveyed hitfaet l^ 
very next morning after it had appeared at cout. 
That jemmy waistcoat with the goM worked button- 
holes, on the next peg» was the vroptrty of a unan 
templar, who, having spent a nignt oDt of hia dbam* 
bers, sent his waistcoat hither in the moming aa a pe- 
nitential ofiering, by his landlady* At to that heap 
of camblet gowns, checked aprons^ and cxilomed hana. 
kerchief, which you see strong together a little fnr. 
ther off, they are oblations made here by a sect of 
maudlin votaries, who resort to this temple to pay their 
devotions to a goddess, whom thejr have cnriitened 
madam Gin, but whom they sometimes honour with 
the more proper appellation of Strip me Naked. 

While my conductor was thus relating the history 
of the various offerings, and persons who had made 
them, he was suddenly called aside to a dark doset ; 
several of which were erected near the entrance, and 
appeared not unlike the confessionals of the Romish 
priests. These little boxes, I found, were appointed 
to receive the votaries, who came to pay their devo- 
tions, and make their offerings : but the necessary 
rites and ceremonies were commonly solemnized with 
as muQh caution and privacy, as the mysteries of the 
Bona Dea among the Romans. At present, however, 
there was a greater noise and hubbub than usual. A 
person of the first rank in the kingdom, who had 
made some very considerable oblations of gold and 
silver plate, was now about to celebrate a feast in ho- 
nour of Bacchus, in which these rich utensils would be 
requisite, on which occasion he prayed to have the use 
of them. The chief priest, after having received 
the customar)' fee, granted a dispensation for this pur- 
pose, and loaded the messengers with a number of 
wrought ewers, vases, and chargers ; at the same time 
commissioning two or three of the inferior officials of 
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tbe temple to attend the celebration of the feast, and 
to take care that the plate was duly returned, and 
safelv lodged again in the temple. 

These matters were scarce adjusted, before an nnexi 
pected incident filled the whole temple with confusion 
and disturbance* A rude tribe of officers broke in 
opon usj put a stop to the rites, and seized the chief 
priost himself, charging him with having profaned the 
place by a crime almost as infamous as sacrilege. He 
was accused of having encouraged robbers to strip the 
citiaens of their most valuable effects, and for a small 
reward to deposit them as offerings. The clamour on 
this occasion was very great ; and at last one of the 
officers, methought, seized me as a party concerned ; 
when endeavouring to clear myself, and struggling 
to get out of his clutches, I awoke. 

W 
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B^c stultitia pant clvitateif bat constant mperta^ mapstratus, reli^p 
coniitia^ judieia^ nee aliud omninb est vita bumanuf quam stuintue 
lusus ffiidam* 

ERASM^ 

Nonsense o*er empires and o'er states presides. 
Our judgment, counsels, laws, religion, guides; 
All arts and sciences despotic rules ; 
And life itself s a dranu, play'd by fools* 

J. HERE is no race of people, that has been more 
conspicuous, in almost every relation of life, than the 
illustrious family of Nonsense. In every age of the 
world they have shone forth with uncommon lottro^ 

K 2 
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and hare made a wonderfal progress in a 
and sciences. They have at difierent season 
speeches from the throne, hanngoed at t 
bated in parliament, and gone amazing lene 
losophical inquiries and metaphysical dii 
In a wordi the whole history ot tne woddj 
political, is but a Cyclopaedia of Nonsense, 
reason, considerine the dignity and imp 
the family, and the infinite service it lu 
to me and many of my contemporaries, 
solved to oblige the public with a kind 
of the history of Nonsense. 

Nonsense was the daughter of Ignorance 
Falsehood, many aees ago, in a dark cavern 
As. she grew up, sne inherited all the qoalj 
parents : she discovered too warm a genius 
being sent to school ; but while other dull 
poring over a horn-book, she amused hi 



spreading fantastical lies, taught her by h 
and which have in later ages been familiarl} 
us under the names of Sham, Banter, anc 
When she grew up, she received the add: 
soon became the wife, of Impudence. W 
or of what profession, is uncertain : some s 
the son of Ignorance by another venter^ ar 
fered to become the husband of Nonsens 
dark ages of the world, as the Ptolemies 
married their own sisters. Some record, tl 
in the army ; others, that he was an interpr 
laws ; and others, a divine. However 
Nonsense and Impudence were soon insepars 
to each other, and became the founders 
noble and numerous family, than any yet 
on any tree of descent whatsoever ; of w 
nious device they were said to have been t 
ventors. 
It is xay chief intent at present to record 
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exploits of that branch of the femily^ who have made 
themselves remarkable in England ; though they be* 
gan to signali;Ee themselves very early^ and are still 
very floanshii^ in most parts of the world. Many of 
them were Egyptian priests foar thousand years ago^ 
and told the people, that it was religion to worship 
dogs^ monkeys, and green leeks : and their descendants 
prevailed on the Greeks and Romans to build temples 
in honour of supposed deities, who were in their own 
estimation of them, whores and whoremongers, pick«> 
pockets and drunkards. Others rose up some ages 
after in Turkey, and persuaded the people to embrace 
the doctrine of bloodshed and of the sword, in the 
name of the most merciful God : and others have ma- 
nifested their lineal descent from Nonsense and Impu- 
dence, by affirming that there is no God at all. There 
were also amone them many shrewd philosophers; 
some of whom, though they were racked with a fit of 
the stone, or laid up with a ffouty toe, declared that 
they felt not the least degree of pain ; and others would 
not trust their own eyes, but when they saw a horse 
or a dog, could not tell whether it was not a chair or a 
table, and even made a doubt of their own existence. 

We have no certain account of the progress of 
Nonsense here in England, till after the Reformation. 
All we hear of her and her progeny before that period 
of time is, that they led a lazy life among the monks 
in cloisters and convents, dreaming over old legends 
of saints, drawing up breviaries and mass-books^ 
and stringing together some barbarous Latin verses in 
rhyme. In the days of queen Elizabeth, so little en- 
couragement was given to her family, that it seemed 
to have been aimost extinct : but in the succeeding 
reign it flourished again, and filled the most consider- 
able offices in the nation. Nonsense became a great 
favourite at court, where she was highly caressed on 
account of her wit, which consisteid in puns and 

N3 
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quibbles ; and the bonny mooiich himself was thonghc 
to take a more than oidinary delight in her oomrciia- 
tion. At this time, many of her progeny took ocdcn, 
and jg;ot themselves preferred to the best liringii by 
turning the Evangelists into punsters, and oudung St. 
Paul quibble from the pulpit. Among the rest^ theie 
was a bishop, a favoante son of Nonsense, of whom 
it is particularly recorded, that he osed to tickle im 
courtly audience, by telling them that matrimony wai 
become a matter of money, with many other right re- 
verend jests recorded in Joe Miller* Several brothen 
of this family were likewise bred to the bar, and very 
gravely harangued against old women sacked by devih 
in the shape of ram.cats, &c. As an instance of thdr 
profound wisdom and sagacity, I need only mention 
that just and truly pious act of parliament nude 
against the crying sin of witchcraft. 1 Jac I. chap. 12. 
<< Such as shall use invocation or conjuraticHi of any 
evil spirit, or shall consult, covenant with, entertain, 
employ, fee or reward any evil spirit to any intent, or 
take up any dead person, or part thereof, to be used in 
witchcraft, or have used any of the said arts, whereby 
any person shall be killed, consumed, or Lamed in his 
or her body, they, together with their accessories be- 
fore the fact, shall suffer as felons without benefit 
of clergy." 

In the troublesome times of king Charles the first, 
Nonsense and her family sided wim the Parliament. 
These set up new sects in religion : some of them cropt 
their hair short, and called themselves the enlightenen; 
some fell into trances, and pretended to see holy vbions ; 
while others got into tubs, and held forth, with many 
whinings, and groans, and snuffling through the nose. 
In the merry days of king Charles the second. Non- 
sense assumed a more gay and libertine air ; and her 
progeny, from fanatics, l)ecame downright infidels. 
Several courtiers of the family wrote lewd plays, at 
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well as lotciont love*8ongs» and other loose ▼ertet 
which were collected together and greedily bought up 
in miscellanies. In the succeeding reign, some of this 
kindred, who had received their education at St* 
Omersy thought themselves on the point of establish. 
ing Nonsense in church and state, and were preparing 
to make bonfires on the occasion in Smithfield, when 
they were obliged to leave the kingdom. 

Since the Revolution, the field of politics has af. 
forded large scope for Nonsense and her family to make 
themselves remarkable. Hence arose the various sects 
in party, distinguished by the names of Whig and 
Tory, Ministerial and Jacobite, Sunderlandians, Ox. 
fordians, Godolphinians, Bolingbrokians, Walpolians» 
Fdhamians, &c. &c. &c. names which have kindled 
as hot a war in pamphlets and journals, as the Guelphs 
and Gibilines iii Italy, or the Big and Little Endians 
in the kingdom of Lilliput. 

I have nere endeavoured to give a short abridge. 
ment of the history of Nonsense ; though a very 
small part of the exploits of the family can be included 
in so compendious a chronicle. Some of them were 
-very deep scholars, and filled the professors chairs at 
the universities. They composed many elaborate dis« 
aertations, to convince the world, that two and two 
make four ; and discovered, by dint of syllogism, that 
white is not black. Their inquiries in natural philo- 
sophy were no less extraordinary : many spent their 
lives and their fortunes in attempting to discover a 
wonderful stone, that should turn every baser metal in- 
to gold ; and others employed themselves in making 
artificial wings, by the help of which they should fly 
up into the world of the moon. Another branch of the 
family took to the Belles Lettres, and were the origi. 
nal founders of the learned society of Grub-street. 

Never was any sera in the annals of Nonsense more 
illustrious than the present ; nor did that noble family 
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ever more signally distinguish itsdf in every oc 
tion* In oratory, who are greater proficients th 
progeny of Nonsense ? Witness many long am 
qaent speeches delivered in St. Stephen's chap 
Westnnnster-hally at assizes and quarter-sessio 
Clare-market, and the Robin-hood. — In philofl 
what marvellous thines have not been proved by 
sense ? The sometime professor of astrooon 
Gresham college shewed Sir Isaac Newton t< 
mere ass^ and wire-drawed the books of Moses 
complete system of natural philosophy : life-g 
men have, with the utmost certainty of Noo 
foretold earthquakes; and others have penned c 
essays on air-quakes, water-quakesi and cometi 
politics, how successfully have the sons of Noi 
bandied about the terms of court and country ? 
wisely have they debated upon taxes ? And with 
amazing penetration did they but lately foresee i 
vasjon ? — In religion, their domain is particular 
tensive : for, though Nonsense is excluded, at 
from the first part of the service, in all n 
churches, yet she often occupies the whole cere 
at the tabernacle and foundery in Moorfields, ar 
chapel in Long.acre. fiut, for the credit of so 
an age, be it known, that the children of Non 
who are many of them people of fashion, are as 
seen at the play.house as at church : and it is t 
thing strange, that the &mily of Nonsense is no 
vided against itself, and in high contest about th 
nagement of their favourite amusement — the Ope 
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Tlenu* rimarum ijmpi, hue et illue perfiuo. 

TER. 

Leaky at bottom ; if those chinks you stop. 
In vain ;-— the secret will run o'er at top. 

There i, no mark of oor confidence taken po» 
kindly by a friend, than the in trusting him with a 
lecret; nor any which he is so likely to abase. Con- 
fidantes in general are like crazy fire-locks, which are 
no sooner charged and cocked, than the spring firives 
way, and the report immediately follows. Happy to nave 
beoi thoaght worthy the confidence of one friend, they 
are impatient to manifest their importance to another ; 
till between them and their frieiid, and their friend's 
friend, the whole matter is presently known to all oar 
friends roand the Wrekin. The secret catches as it wero 
by contact, and like electrical matter breaks forth from 
eycry link in the chain, almost at t}ie same instant* 
Thus the whole Exchange may be thrown into a bus 
to.nK>rrow, by what was whispered in the middle of 
Mariborough Downs this mommg ; and in a week's 
time the streets may ring with the intrigue of a wo- 
man of fashion, bellowed out from the wa\ mouths of 
the hawkers, though at present it is known to no 
creature living, but her gallant and her waiting-maid* 
As the talent of secrecy is of so great importance 
to society, and the necessary oommerce between indi- 
viduals cannot be securely carried on without it, that 
this deplorable weakness should be so general is much 
to be lamented* You may as well pour water into « 



134 THE CONNOISSKUK. M* IIQ* 

funnel, or a sieyei and expect it to be retained therei as 
commit any of your concerns to so slippery a compa- 
nion* It is remarkable, that in those men who have 
thus lost the faculty of retention, the desire of being 
communicative is always most prevalent! where it is 
least to be justified. If thev are entrusted with a 
matter of no great moment, affairs of more consequence 
will perhaps in a few hours shnflk it entirely out of 
their thoughts : but if any thing be delivered to them 
with an air of earnestness, a low voice, and the ges- 
ture of a man in terror for the consequence of it's be- 
ing known ; if the door is bolted, and every precau- 
tion taken to prevent a surprise ; however thev may 
promise secrecy and however they may intend it, tlui 
weight upon their minds will be so extremely oppressivci 
that it will certainly pot their tongues in motion. 

This breach c£ trust, so univerud amongst as, is 
perhaps in great measure owing to our education* 
The first lesson our little masters and misses are 
taught, is to become blabs and tell-tales : they are 
bribed to divulge the petty intrigues of the family 
below stairs to papa and mamma in the parlour, and a 
doll or a hobby-horse b generally the encouragement 
of a propensity, which could scarcely .be atoned for by 
a whipping. As soon as children can lisp out the little 
intelligence they have picked up in tne hall or the 
kitchen, they are admired for their wit: if the butler 
has been caught kissing the housekeeper in his pantry, 
or the footman detected in romping with the chamber- 
maid, away flies little 1 ommy or Betsy with the news ; 
the parents are lost in admiration of the pretty rogue's 
understanding, and reward such uncommon ingenuity 
with a kiss and a sugar-plumb. 

Nor does an inclination to secrecy meet with less 
encouragement at school. The governantes at the 
boarding-school teach miss to be a good girl, and tell 
them every thing she knows : tlius,. if any young lady 
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is unfortunately discovered eating a green apple in a 
corner^ if she is heard to pronounce a naugnty word, 
5r is caught picking the letters out of another miss's 
sample^ away runs the chit, who is so happy as to get 
the start of the rest, screams out her information as 
she goes ; and the prudent matron chucks her under 
the chin, and tells her that she is a good girl, and 
every body will love her. 

The management of our young eentlemen is equally 
absurd : in most of our schools, if a lad is discovered 
in a scrape, the impeachment of axi accomplice, as at 
the Old Bailey, is made the condition of a pardon. I 
remember a boy, engaged in robbing an orchard, who 
was unfortunately taken prisoner in an apple-tree, and 
conducted, under a strong guard of the nirmer and his 
dairy-maid, to the master's bouse. Upon his abso- 
lute refusal to discover his associates, the pedagogue 
undertook to lash him out of his fidelity, but finding 
it impossible to scourge the secret out of him, he at 
last gave him up for an obstinate villain, and sent him 
to his father, who told him he was ruined, and was 

>ing to disinherit him for not betrayine his school. 

Uqws. I must own I am not fond of thus drubbing 
our youth into treachery ; and am much more pleased 
with the request of Ulysses, when he went to Troy, 
who begged of those who were to have the charge of 
Telemachus, that they would, above all things, teach 
him to be just, sincere, faithful, and to keep a secret. 

Every man's experience must have furnished him 
with inistances of confidantes who are not to be relied 
on, and friends who are not to be trusted ; but few 
perhaps have thought it a character so well worth their 
attention, as to have marked out the different degrees 
into which it may be divided, and the different me- 
thods by which secrets are communicated. 

Ned Trusty is a tell-tale of a very singular kind. 
Having some sense of his duty} he hesitates a lit-de at 
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the breach of it. If he engages never to utter a syl- 
lable, he most punctually penorms his promise ; but 
then he has the knack of insinuating by a nod and a 
shrug Well-timed, or a seasonable leer, as much as 
others can convey in express terms. It is difficult, in 
short, to determine, whether he is more to be admired 
for his resolution in not mentionine, or hts ingenuity 
in disclosing a secret. He is am> excellent at a 
« doubtful phrase," as Hamlet calls it, or an << ambi- 
guous giving out;" and his conversatioD consists 
chiefly of such broken innuendoes, as 

Well, I know — or, I could— an if I would— 

Or, if I list to speak — or, there be, an if there might, Ac. 

Here he generally stops ; and leaves it to his hearers 
to draw proper inferences from these piece-meal pre- 
mises* With due encouragement, however, he may 
be prevailed on to slip the padlock from his lips, aiui 
immediately overwhelms you with a torrent of secret 
history, which rushes forth with more violence for 
having been so long confined. 

Poor Meanwell, though he never fails to transgress, 
is rather to be pitied than condemned. To trust him 
with a secret, is to spoil his appetite, to break his rest, 
and to deprive him for a time of every earthly enjoy- 
ment. Like a man who travels with his whole for- 
tune in his pocket, he is terrified if you approach him, 
and immediately suspects, that you come with a felo- 
nious intent to rob him of his charge. If he ventures 
abroad, it is to walk in some unfrequented place, 
where he is least in danger of an attacic. At home, 
he shuts himself up from his family, paces to and fro 
in his chamber, and has no relief but from muttering 
over to himself, what he longs to publish to the world ; 
and would gladly submit to the ofiice of town-cryer, 
for the liberty of proclaiming it in the market-place. 
At length, however, weary of his burthen, and resolved 
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• bear it no longer, he consigns it to the custody of 
le first friend he meets, and returns to his wife with a 
leecful aspect, and wonderfully altered for the better* 

Careless is perhaps equally undesigning, though not 
[ually excusable. Intrust him with an affair of the 
most importance, on the concealment of which your 
rtnne and happiness depend : he hears you with a 
ind of half attention, whistles a favourite air, and 
icompanies it with the drumming of his fingers upon 
ic table. As soon as your narration is ended, or per- 
tps in the middle of it, he asks your opinion of his 
rard-knot, damns his tailor for having dressed him 

a snuff-coloured coat, instead of a pompadour^ and 
ares you in haste to attend an auction ; where, as if 
s meant to dispose of his intelligence to the best bid. 
sr, he divulges it, with a voice as loud as the auc- 
oneer's; and when you tax him with having played 
9a false, he is heartily sorry for it, but never knew 
lat it was to be a secret. 

To these I might add the character of the open and 
ireserved, who thinks it a breach of friendship to 
mceal any thing from his intimates ; and the imper- 
nent, who having by dint of observation made him- 
If master of your secret, imagines he may lawfully 
iblish the knowledge it has cost him so much labour 
\ obtain, and considers that privilege, as the reward 
le to his industry. But I shall leave these, with 
any other characters, which my reader's own expe. 
ence may sugeest to him, and conclude with pre- 
:ribing, as a snort remedy for this evil, — That no 
m may betray the counsel of his friend, let every 
an keep his own. 
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Judicium tuhtile viJtadis artihuu" - 

HOR. 

A subtle fancf, ind a judgment chaste, 
Fonn the nice mixture of a genuine taste. 

1 AST£ is at present the darling idol of the polil 
wGildf and the world of letters ; and, indeed, seems i 
be considered as the quintessence of almost all the ar 
and sciences. The fine ladies and gentlemen dress wii 
taste ; the architects, whedier Gothic or Chiors 
boild with taste ; the painters paint with taste ; tl 
poets write with taste ; critics read with taste ; ant 
in short, fiddlers, players, singers, dancers, and m 
chanics themselves, are all the sons and daughters 
Taste. Yet in this amazing superabundancy of tast 
few can say what it really is, or what the word its< 
signifies. Should I attempt to define it in the style 
a Connoisseur, I must run over the names of all tl 
famous poets, painters, and sculptors, ancient and m 
dem ; and after having pompously harangued on thee: 
ccUencics of Apelles,Phidias, Praxiteles, Angel o. Ruber 
Foufiin, and Dominichino, with a word or two on t 
tasteful compositions, such as those of Homer, Virgi 
Tasso, Dante, and Ariosto, I should leave the read 
in wonder of my profound erudition, and as little L 
formed as before. But as deep learning, though n» 
flaming and pompous, is perhaps not always so useful 
common sense, I shall endeavour to get at the tn 
meaning of the word taste, by considering what 
usually imports in familiar writings and ordinary coi 
versation. 
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It is sopposed by Locke^ and other close reasoners^ 
at words are intended as signs of onr ideas : but 
ily experience will convince us^ that words are often 
ed to express no ideas at all. Thus many persons^ 
ho talk peroetually of taste, throw it out as a mere 
idetive, without any meaning annexed to it. 6ar« 
If^^ when demanded the meaning of the word ac- 
mmodated^ wisely explains it by saying, that ' ac 
mmodated, sir, is — a — a — a — accommodated, sir, is 
if one should say — a — accommodated:' and if, in 
He manner^ you ask one of these people What is 
ste ? they will tell you that * taste is a kind of a 
rt of a — a — a — ; in short, taste is taste/ These 
Lkers must be considered as absolute blanks in con* 
^rsation, since it is impossible to learn the explana- 
m of a term from them, as they affix no determinate 
eaning to any expression. 
Among men of sense, whose words carry meaning 

their sound, taste is commonly used in one of these 
TO significations. First, when they give any person 
e appellation of a man of taste, they would intimate 
lat lie has a turn for the polite arts^ as well as the 
Mer elegancies of life ; and that from his natural 
:nt to those studies, and his acquired knowledge in 
lem, he is capable of distinguishing what is good or 
id in any thing of that kind submitted to his judg^ 
ent. I'he meaning at other times implied by a man 
' taste is, that he is not only so far an adept m those 
atters as to be able to judge of them accurately, but 

also possessed of the faculty of executing them 
racefully. These two significations will perhaps be 
ore easily conceived, and clearly illustrated, when 
)plied to our sensual taste. The man of taste, ac 
)rding to the first, may be considered as a hgn tvi<vanti 
ho is fond of the dishes before him, and distinguishes 
icelv what is savoury and delicious, or fiat and insi* 
id, in the ingredients of each : according to the se* 

o z 
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cond, he may be regarded as the cook, who from 
knowing what things will mix well together, and dis- 
tinguishing by a nice taste when he has arrival at that 
happy mixture, is able to compose such exquisite duhes. 

Both these significations of the words will be found 
agreeable to the following definition of it, which I 
have somewhere seen, and is the only just description 
of the term, that I ever remember to have met with : 
* Taste consists in a nice harmony between the hncf 
and the judgment.' The most chastised judgment, 
without genius, can never constitute a man oi taste ; 
and the most luxuriant imagination, imr^;iilated by 
judgment, will only carry us into wild and extrava^ 
gant deviations from it* To mix oil, vinegar, butter, 
milk, eggs, &c, incoherently together, would make an 
olio not to be relished by any palate ; and the man 
who has no gout for delicacies himself will never 
compose a goc^ dish, though he should ever so strictly 
adhere to the rules of La Chapelle, Hannah Glasse, 
and Martha Bradley. I confine myself at present 
chiefly to that signification of the word, which im- 
plies the capacity of exerting our own faculties in the 
several branches of taste, because that always includes 
the other. 

Havine thus settled what taste is, it may not be 
unentertaming to examine modem taste by these rules : 
and perhaps it will appear, that, on the one hand, it's 
most pleasing flights and ravishing elegancies are ex- 
travagant and absurd ; and that, on toe other hand, 
those who afiect a correct taste in all their under- 
takings, proceed mechanically, without genius. The 
first species of taste, which gives a loose to the imagi- 
nation, indulges itself in caprice, and is perpetu^ly 
striking new strokes, is the chief regulator of the 
fashion* In dress, it has put hunting-poles into the 
hands of our gentlemen, and erected coaches and wind- 
mills on the heads of our ladies* In equijiage, it has 
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built chariots f£ papier maeb^i and, by putting spotted 
l&anish hones into the harness^ has made our beaux 
look like Bacchus in his car drawn by leopards. The 
ornaments, both on the outside and inside of our 
houses, are all Gothic or Chinese ; and whoever 
jnakes a pagod of his parlour, throws a plank or two 
with an irregular cross-barred paling over a dirt]r 
ditch, or places battlements on a root-house or astable^ 
fits up his house and garden entirely in taste. 

TIms second sort of men of taste are to be found 
chiefly among the literati i and are those who, despising 
the modem >vhims to which fashion has given the 
name of taste, pretend to follow, with the most scru. 
polous exactness, the chaste models of the ancients. 
These are the poets, who favour us with correct, epi- 
thetical, and tasteful compositions ; whose works are 
without blemish, and conformable to the precise rules 
of Quintilian, Horace, and Aristotle : and as they are; 
intended merely for the perusal of persons of the most 
refined taste, it is no wonder that they are above the 
level of common understandings. These too are the 
critics, who, in their comments upon authors, embar. 
rass us with repeated allusions to the study of mrtu : 
and these too are the Connoisseurs in architectifre, 
who build ruins after Vitruyius, and necessaries ac- 
cordine to Palladio. One gentleman of this cast has 
built his villa upon a bleak hill, with four spacious 
porticos, open on each side to court the four winds ; 
oecause, in the sultry regions of Italy, this model has 
been thought most convenient : and another has, in 
great measure, shut out the light from his apartments, 
and cut oflF all prospect from his windows, by erecting 
an high wall before his house, which in Italy has been 
judged necessary, to screen them from the sun. 

Architecture seems indeed to be the main article^' 
in which the efforts of taste are now displayed. Among 
those who axe fond of exerting their rancies in capri« 
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cioofl iimovationi^ I nwht inttaite tfte taiatffPtttf 
whims, of which an inmiitc variety may be teen with, 
in ten miles of London. But as a proof of the noble 
and jodicioos taste amoM; ns^ I shall beg leave to de* 
tcriM in the style of a Ccmnoisaeiir, a moat amaung 
curiosity, erected in a very polite quarter of this toim. 

In the midst of a noble and spadoos aiea stands a 
^nd obelisk. The base forms a perfect square with 
right angles ; the body of it is cylindrical ; hot the 
capital is an heptagon, and has several curioos lines and 
figures described on each of it's seven planes or soper* 
ficiesy which serve to terminate as many most magnU 
ficent and striking vistas. This snperb cokunn^ no 
less remarkable than the £imoQS mllar of Trajan, seems 
(from the several enomons and other hien^lyphics 
stock about it) to have been on|;inally dedicated to 
the son ; bat is now known among the vulgar by the 
more common name of The Seven Dials* 

O 
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Placet Iwiparet 



Format atfue mvimot suijuga mbeneA 
S^tvo mitttre cum jocQ, 

HOR. 

Officious couplers wantonly enf^ge 
Virtue with vice, brisk youth with frozen age : 
Behold them groan beneath the iron yoke. 
Hail the dear mischief, and enjoy the juke. 

1 HOUGH I shall not as yet vouchsafe to let the 
reader so far into my secrets^ as to inform him whe- 
ther I am married or single^ it ma/ not be amiss to 
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aoqaaint htnif that, supposins^ I still remain a bachelor, 
it has not been the fault of xny friends or relations. 
On the contrary, as soon as I was what they call 
settled in the world, they were so assiduous in looking 
out a wife for me, that nothing was required on my 
part, but immediately to fall in love with the lady 
they had pitched upon : and could I have complied 
^ith their several cnoices, I should have been married 
at the same time to a tall and a short, a plump and a 
slender, a young and an old woman ; one with a great 
deal of money, and another with none at all : each 
of whom was separately recommended by them, as the 
properest person in the world for me. 

I know not how it happens, but it is notorious, that 
most people take a pleasure in making matches ; either 
thinkine matrimony a state of bliss, into which they 
would charitably call all their friends and acquaintance ; 
or perhaps struggling in the toils, they are desirous of 
drawing others into the net, that ensnared them. Many 
matches have been brought about between two persons, 
absolute strangers to eacn other, through this kind me- 
diation of friends, who are always ready to take upon 
them the office of an honourable go-between. Some 
have come together, merely from having been talked 
of by their acquaintance, as likely to make a match ; 
and I have known a couple, who have met by accident 
at a horse-race, or danced together at an assembly, 
that in less than a fortnight have been driven into ma- 
trimony in their own defence, by having been first 
paired in private conversations, and afterwards in the 
common news-papers. 

As we cannot msure happiness to our friends, at the 
same time that we help them to husbands or wives, 
one would imagine, that few would care to run the 
hazard of bestowing misery, where they meant a 
kindness. I know a good-natured lady, who has offi- 
ciously brought upon herself the ill-will and the curses 
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oi many oE btr dcirest snd noit mftinite fntnoi cm 
this TCfj account. She hat a listerj lor whoa th 
provided a most excellent husband, who has shewn U 
affixrtioo for her, hy spending her whole iortone opo 
his mistresses : she contriTed, that another near loi 
tion should snap op a ridi widow, who was airesfte 
for her ddits witnin a week after mairiage • snd i 
cost her a whde twdremonth to bring two doatin, 
lorers of her acquainunce together, who puted bedi 
before the honejr.rooon was expiicd. 

Bot if our friends will thos condescend tobematdi 
makers from a spirit of beneyoknce, and for our ow 
advantage only ; there are others, who hare taken v 
the pratession from less disinterested motives; wli 
bring beauty and fortune to market^ and tnflic in a) 
the acoomplishmentsy that can make the marriage stat 
happy. These traders dispose of all sorts of ridi heu 
and heiresses, baronets, lords, ladies of frshion, an 
daughters of country 'squires, with as much coo^biesi 
as drovers sell bullocks. They keep complete regista 
of the condition and qualifications of all the mar 
riageable persons within the kingdom ; and it is a 
common to apply to them for a husband or wife, as t 
the register-offices for a man or maid servant. Tlie] 
may> indeed, be considered as fathers and guardians t 
the greatest part of our youth of both sexes, since i 
marriage thqr may be most properly said to give then 
away. 

It is something comical to consider the various per 
sons, to whom men of this profession are useful. Wi 
may naturally suppose, that a young fellow, who ha 
no estate, but what, like Tinsel's in the Drummer, i 
merely personal, would be glad to come down hand, 
somely, after consummation with a woman of fortune 
and a smart girl, who has more charms than wealth 
would give round poundage on being taken for bettei 
for worse by a rich heir* Many a tradesman alsc 
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wants a wife to manage his faroflyi while he lodes 
after the shop; and thinks it better to recommend 
himself by this convenient friend^ than by means of 
the Daily Advertiser. There are also several yoang 
people^ who are indifferent as to any person in par- 
tictdar^ and have no passion for the state itself^ yet 
want to be married^ because it will deliver them from 
the restraint of parents. But the most unnatural, 
though very common applications of this sort> are 
from the rich and the noble ; who, having immense 
estates to bestow on their children, will make use of 
the meanest instruments, to couple them to others of 
the same overgrown fortune. 

I have known many droll accidents happen from the 
mistakes of these mercenary match-makers, and re« 
member one in particular, which I shall here set down 
for the entertainment of my readers. A careful old 
gentleman came up from the North on purpose to 
marry his son, and was recommended by one of these 
couplers to a twenty thousand pounder. He accord, 
ingly put on his best wig, best beaver, and gold* 
buttoned coat, and went to pay his respects to the 
lady's mamma. He told her, that he had not the 
|deasure of being known to her ; but as his son's quiet 
depended on it, he had taken the liberty of waiting 
on her : in short, he immediately broke the matter to 
her, and informed her, that his boy had seen her 
daughter at church, and was violently in love with 
her^; concluding, that he would do very handsomely 
for the lad, and would make it worth her while to 
have him. The old lady thanked him for the honour 
he intended her family ; but she supposed, to be sure, 
as he appeared to be a prudent and sensible gentleman, 
he would expect a fortune answerable. * Say nothing 
of that, madam, say nothing of that,' interrupted the 
Don : ' I have heard — ^but if it was less, it should not 
break any sc^uarcs between us,'— * Pray, Sir, how 
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much i(XM the world say V replied the la^^— •* Whp 

tnadam^ I soppose the haa not less than twenty thcm^ 

tand pounds/'*— < Not so mnch^ Sir/ said the oldbdy, 

▼ery gravely t*^^ Well, madam^ I. suppose then it msy 

be nineteen^ or— OF-^<mly eighteen thousand pounds.* 

f Not so much, Sir«'-<*' Well, well, perhaps not: 

but — ^if it was coily seventeen thousand/ — ' No^ Sir.' 

« Or sixteen.'—* No.'--* Or (we must make allows 

ances) perhaps but fifteen thousand.'-^^ Not so mncbj 

Sir.' — riere ensued a prdbund silence for near a mi 

nute ; when the old gentleman, rubUng his forehead 

< Well, madam, we must come to some conclusion 

Fray, is it less than fourteen thousand f How mnd 

more is it than twelve thousand ?'— >* Less, Sir/— 

* Less, madam ?'— * Less.'—* But is it more than ten 

thousand V — * Not so much. Sir/--'* Not so modi 

madam ?'— ^ Not so much.' — * Why, if it is lodged i 

the funds, consider^ madam, interest is low, very low 

but as the boy loves her, trifles shall not part ui 

Has she got eight thousand pounds }* — * Not so mud 

Sir.' — * Why then, madam, perhaps the young lady' 

fortune may not be above six — or five thousan 

pounds.' — * Nothing like it. Sir.' — At these word 

the old gentleman started from his chair, and runnin 

out of the room — * Your servant, your servant : m 

son is a fool ; and the fellow, who recommended me t 

you, is a blockhead, and knows nothing of busines^t 
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A Vitus, 



•Mottstrtm nulls virtute redemftum 



JUV. 



Without one sneaking virtue in thy train, 

O precious villain ! scoundrel ! rogue in grain ! 

MENTIONED in a former paper, that a friend of 
xyt was writing A New Treatise on Ethics, or, A 
stem of Immoral Philosophy, compiled from the 
inciples and practice of the present age ; in which 
B extraordinary modesty of the moderns would be 
larged on, which has induced them to comprehend 
. the vices, instead of virtues, in their idea of a fine 
htleman. The work is now finished ; and the author 
& sent me the following letter concerning the dedi- 
tion, with leave to submit it to the public* 

Dear Town, 

The flatness and fulsonoe insipidity of dedications 
iS often been the subject of our conversation ; and 
e have always agreed, that authors have miscarried 

these pieces of flattery, by injudiciously afifronting, 
hen they meant to compliment, their patrons. The 
imble dedicator loads his great man with virtues 
tally foreign to his nature and disposition, which sit 

awkwardly upon him, as lace or embroidery on a 
dmney-sweeper ; and so overwhelms him with the 
ige mass of learning, with which he graciously dubs 
m a scholar, that he makes as ridiculous a figure, as 
« ass in the Dunciad. After having thus Ixj^raised 
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his patron, till the new Maecenas is heartilj ashaa 
of himself, he wonders, that no notice is taken oC 
pompous an eologinm, and that a dedication should 
as mere a drue as a sermon. |^ 

Lory, in Sic Rel^e, advises Fashion to eet ii 
the good graces of Lord Fop[»ngton, by fafiing 
love with liis coat, being in raptores with his peml 
seeming ravished with the genteel dangle of his swo 
knot ; and, in short, to recommend himself to his 00 
elder brother, by afiecting to be captivated with 
favourites. In like manner, the author, who wo 
make his dedication really valuable, should not t 
to his patron of his honour, and virtue, and integri 
and a pack of unfashionable qualities, which only sei 
to dismce a fine gentleman; but boldly paint li 
what he really is, and at the same time convince h 
of his merit in being a fool, and his glory in beinj 
scoundrel. This mode of dedication, though pro] 
at all times, will appear with a particular good er, 
before A System en Immoral Philosophy : wherob 
as my book is now finished, I have here sent ym 
roueh draught of the epistle dedicatory, and shall 
glad to hear your opinion of it. 

May it please your Grace ! or, my Lord ! or. Sir f 

You are in every point so complete a fine gentlem 
that the following Treatise is but a faint transcript 
your accomplishments. There is not one qualificati< 
requisite in the character of a man of spirit, which j 
do not possess. Give me leave therefore, on the pi 
sent occasion, to point forth your inestimable qualit 
to the world, and hold up to the public view so gi 
rious an example. 

You distinguished yourself so early in life, and c 
aired yourself so far above the common pitch of vul ^ 
bucks, that you was distinguished, before the age 
twenty, with the noble appellation of Stag : and wh 
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I consider tbe many gallant exploits you have per<^ 
formed, the number of rascally poltroons you have sent 
out of the world, the number ot pretty little foundlings 
you have brought into it, hovr many girls you have 
debauched, how many women of quality you have in. 
trigued with, and how many hogsheads of French 
wine have run through your body, I cannot help con- 
temi^ting you as a Stag of the first head. 

What great reason have you to value yourself on 
your noble atchievements at Arthur's ! The sums you 
formerly lost, and those you have lately won, are 
amazing instances of your spirit and address ; first, in 
venturing so deeply, before you was let into the secret ; 
and then, in. managing it with so much adroitness and 
dexterity, since you have been acauainted with it* 
Nobody cogs the dice, or packs tne cards, half so 
skilfiilly : you hedge a bet with uncommon nicety^ 
and are a most incomparably shrewd judge of the 
odds. 

Nor have your exploits on the turf rendered you 
less fiunous. Let the annals of Fond and Heber de. 
liver down to posterity the glorious account of what 
plates you have won, what matches you made, and 
how often the knowing ones have been taken in; 
when, for private reasons, you have found it necessary, 
that 3rour horse should run on the wrong side of the 
post, or be distanced, after winning the first heat. I 
need not mention your own skill in horsemanship, and 
in how many matches you have condescended to ride 
yourself ; for in this particular, it must be acknow^ 
ledgcd, you cannot be outdone, even by your groom or 
jockey. 

All the world will witness the many instances of 
vour courage, which has been often tried and exerted 
m Hyde-Park, and behind Montague-House: nay, 
you have sometimes been known to draw your sword 
most heroically at the opera, the play, and even at 

roi» xxxiu ? 
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^ 'I private routes and assemblies. I 

pat to flight a whole army of wa 
and beadles, with the justices at 
have cleared a whole bawdy-houi 
taken many a tavern by storm: 
waiter to the ground ; and have, bes 
•elf an excellent marksman, by sh 
flying. With so much valour and . 
to be doubted, but that you would 
tame intre[ndity, if occasion called, 
Heath, or in Maidenhead-Thicket : 
necessary, you would as boldly resig 
the hands of Jack Ketch, and swing 
Maclean or Gentleman Harry. The S2 
would likewise enable you to aim tlu 
own head, and go out of the world 
honour and a gentleman. 

But your courage has not rendered yo\ 
of the softer passions, to which your 1 
ever inclined. To say nothing of yoi 
with women of fashion, your intrigues v 
and mantua-makers, or your seducing 
girls and innocent tradesmen's daughte 
formerly been so constant in your dev 
Douglass, and the whole sisterhood, that 
your health and constitution in their s 
above all, witness that sweet delicate ere 
you have now in keeping, and for whom 
! such a strong and faithful passion, that, 

you have tenderly and affectionately c 
wife and family. 

Though, from your elegant taste \ 
you appear made for the gay world ; ye 
amusements have not called off your atter 
more serious studies of politics and religi< 
tics you have made such a wonderful prol 
in theory and practice, that you have d 
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good ofyonr eoontiy to be a mere joke, and confinned 
your own interest) aa well as established your con« 
sequence) in the proper placey by securing half a dozen 
boroughs. As to religion, you soon unravelled every 
mystery of that ; and not only know the Bible to be 
as romantic as the Alcoran, but have also written 
several vofaunes, to make your discoveries plain to 
meaner capacities. The ridiculous prejudices of a 
fcolish world unhappily prevent your publishing them 
at present : but you have wisely provided, that they 
shall, one day see the light ; when, I doubt not, theV 
will be deemed invaluable, and be as universally ad* 
mired, as the posthumous works of Lord Bolingbroke* 

I am. 
May it please your Grace ! or, my Lprd ! or. Sir I 
in humble admiration of your excellencies, 

O &C, &C« ScGm 
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Quo patrt sit not us ^ /turn ignoti matre inJboMistus f 

. HOR, 

Say, who can claim the foundling for their son i 
My Lord and Molly ? or, her Grace and John ? 

JL HE notices in the public papers, that the Foundling 
Hospital will be open for the reception of infants in gc. 
xieral under a certain age, have, I find, ^iven universal 
satis£iCtioa* The consequences of a big belly do not 
appear so dreadful as heretofore : and it was but yei-m 
terday, that a young fellow of intrigue told me, he 
was happy that his children would no longer bt 
thrown out of the hospital, as he himself had been ovit 

P 2 
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of Arthar'89 by black balls. For my partj thoagh I 
have no lady in keeping, no child by my housekeeper, 
nor any other a£Fair of gallantry on my hands^ which 
makes me wish to swell the number of inBints main- 
tained by that charity, I must own myself to be ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced at the extension of so benevolent a 
design. I look upon it as the certain preservation of 
many hundreds in embryo : nor shall we now hear of 
so many helpless babes birth-strangjled in a necessary, 
or snx>thered by the " ditch-delivered drab." As a 
bastard is accounted in law, juast nullius fiiius, the 
child of nobody, and related to nobody, and yet is 
blessed with as fair proportions, and capable of an 
equal degree of perrcction with << honest madam's 
issue," it is surely an act of great humanity thus to 
rescue them from untimely deaths and other miseries, 
which they do not merit, whatever may be the guilt 
of their parents. 

Though it is obvious, that this hospital will be 
made the receptacle of many legitimate children ; it 
is no less certain, that the rich, as well as the poor, 
will often send their base-born bantlings to this gene* 
ral nursery. The wealthy man of quality, or sub. 
stantial cit, may have their private family-reasons for 
not owning the fruits of their secret amours, and be 
glad to put the little living witness of their intrigues 
out of the wav. For this reason, a history of the 
foundlings received there would be very curious and 
entertaining, as it would contain many anecdotes, not 
to be learned from any parish-register. The reflec« 
tions, that passed in my mind on this subject, gave 
occasion the other evening to the following dream. 

Methought, as I was standing at the pnvate door of 
the hospital, where a crowd of females (each of them 
with a child in her arms) were pressing to get in, an 
elderly gentleman, whom from his white staff I took 
to be a governor of the charity^ very courteously in« 
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ted me to come in, I accepted his ofler ; and hav- 
g; seated myself near him, < Mr. Town, (says he) 
am conscious, that you look upon most of these little 
fants as the offsprings of so many unmarried fathers 
d maiden mothers, which have been clandestinely 
loggled into the world. Know then, that I am one 
those guardian Genii, appointed to superintend the 
rtunes of bastards : therefore, as this hospital is 
)re immediately under my tuition, I have put on 
is disguise ; arid, if you please, will let you into 
e secret history of those babes who are my wards, 
d their parents.' 

I assured him, his intelligence would be highly 
reeable ; and several now coming up to offer their 
ildren, he resumed his discourse. < Observe, (said 
) that jolly little rogue, with plump cheeks, a florid 
nplexion, blue eyes, and sandy locks. We have 
re already several of his brethren by the mother's 
e ; some fair, some brown, and some black : and 
k ihey are all supposed to have come by the same 
her. The mother has for many years been house, 
sper to a gentleman, who cannot see, that her chiU 
m bear the marks of his own servants, and that this 
y brat is the exact resemblance of his coachman, 
f That puling whining infant there, with a pale 
e, emaciated body, and distorted limbs, is the 
ced product of viper-broth and cantharides. It is 
: ofl&pring of a worn-out buck of quality, who, at 
: . same time he debauched the mother, ruined her 
istixution by a filthy disease ; in consequence of 
ich, she, with much difficulty, brought forth this 
t image of himself in miniature. 
^ The next that offers, is the issue of a careful cit ; 
o, as he keeps a horse for his own riding on Sun. 
'Sf which he lets out all the rest of the week, keeps 
> a mistress for his recreation on the seve4ith duf, 
o lets herself out on the other six. That other 

»3 
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babe owes his birth likewise to the city ; bat is the 

Klnt product, as we nay mj, of two Others ; who 
ing great economists in their pleasores, as weU as in 
their business, have set up a whore and a one-horse 
chaise in partnership together, 

< That pert young baggage there, who to boldly 
presses forward with her brat, is not the mother of it, 
but is maid to a single lady of the strictest honour 
and unblemished reputation. About a twelvemonth 
ago, her mistress went to. Bath for the benefit of her 
health ; and ten months after, she travelled into North 
Wales to see a relation ; from whence she is just re- 
turned. We may suppose, that she took a fancy to 
that pretty babe, while in the country, and brought 
it up to town with her, in order to place it here : as 
she did a few years ago to another charming boy ; 
which, being too old to be got into this hospital is 
now at a school in Yorkshire, where youne gentlemen 
are boarded, clothed, and educated, and tound in all 
necessaries, for ten pounds a year. 

* That chubby little boy, which you see in the 
arms of yonder strapping wench in a camblet gown 
and red cloak, is her own son. She is by profession 
a bed-maker in one of the universities, and of the 
fame college, in which the father (a grave tutor) holds 
a fellowship, under the usual condition of not marr)'* 
ing. Many sober gentlemen of the cloth, who arc 
in the same scrape, are glad to take the benefit of this 
charity : and if all of the same reverend order, like 
the priests abroad, were laid under the same rsstric- 
tions, you might expect to see a particular hospital, 
erected for the reception of the sons of the clergy. 

* That next child belongs to a sea-captain's ladyy 
whose husband is expected to return every moment 
from a long voyage; the fears of which have happily 
hastened the birth of this infant a full month before 
it's time. That other is the posthumous child of a 
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wealthy old gentlemati, who married a young girl for 
love, and died in the honey-moon* Thig hit son and 
heir was not bom till near a twelvemonth after his 
decease, because it's birth was retarded by the excessive 
grief of his widow ; who on that account rather chose 
to lie-in privately, and to lodge their only child here, 
than to have it's legitimacy, and her own honour^ 
called in question by her husband's relations/ 

My companion pointed Out to me several others, 
whose original was no less extraordinary ; among 
which, I remember, he told me, one was the unhal- 
lowed brood of a methodist teacher, and another the 
premature spawn of a maid of honour. A poor au- 
thor eased himself of 'a very heavy load of two twin- 
dauehters, which in an evil hour he begot on a 
hawker of pamphlets, after he had been writing a 
luscious novel : but I could not help smiling at the 
marks sent in with these new muses, signifying, that 
one had been christened Terpsichore, and the other 
Polyhymnia. Several bantlings were imported from 
Islington, Hoxton, and other villages within the 
sound of Bow bell : many were transplanted hither out 
of the country { and a whole litter of brats were sent 
in from two or three parishes in particular, for which 
it is doubtful whether they were most indebted to the 
parsop or the 'souire. 

A modest-looKing woman now brought a very fine 
babe to be admitted ; but the governors rejected it, as 
it appeared to be above two months old. The mother, 
on the c(mtrary, persisting in affirming, that it was 
Imt just born ; and, addressing herself to me, desired 
sne to look at it. I accordingly took it in my arms ; 
and while I was tossing it up and down, and praising 
it's beauty, the sly hussy contrived to slip away, 
leaving the precious charge to my care. The efibrts 
which I made- to bawl after her, and the squalling of 
the brat, which rung piteously ia i&) oax^^ V^kiVf 
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awaked me; and I was very happy to find, that I hi 
only been dandline my pillow, instead of a bantUns 
W 
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Accipe, per longcs tihi qui dfserviat annotf 

AccipCy qui pura norit amare Jide, 
Est nuUi cessura Jides ; sine crimine mores ; 

Nudaque simplicitasj purpureusque pudor, 
NoJt mihi mxlle placent ; non sum desultor amoris ; 

Tu mihi (si qua fides) cur a perennis eris, 

OVID. 

Scorn me not, Chloe; me, whose faith well-try '4 
Long years approve, and honest passions guide : 
My spotless soul no foul affections move, 
But chaste simplicity, and modest love : 
. Nor I, like shallow fops, from fair to fair 
Roving at random, faithless passion swear; 
But thou alone shalt be my constant care. 

Almost every man is or has been, or at lea 
thinks that he is or has been, a lover. One h 
fought for his mistress, another drank for her, anoth 
wrote for her, and another has done all three : ar 
yet, perhaps, in spite of their duels, poetry, ai 
bumpers, not one of them ever entertained a since 
passion, I have lately taken a survey of the numero 
tribe of Enamoratos, and, after having observed tJ 
various shapes they wear, think I may safely pn 
nounce, that, though all profess to have been in lov 
there are very few who are really capable of it. 

It is a maxim of Rochefoucault's, that <' many m< 
would never have been in love, if they had nev 
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heard of lo?e/' The justice of this remark is equal 
to it's shrewdness* The ridiculous prate of a family 
has frequently great influence on roun? minds, w1k> 
learn to love» as they do every -^hmg else, by imita- 
tion* Young creatures, almost mere children, have 
been consumed with this second-hand flame lighted up 
at another's passion ; and, in consequence of the loves 
of the footman and chambermaid, I have known little 
master fancy himself a dying swain at the age of 
thirteen, and little miss pining away with love in a 
bib and hanging-sleeves. 

That vast heap of volumes, filled with love, and 
sufficient in number to make a library, are great in. 
flamersj and seldom fail to produce that kind of ps. 
sion described by Rochefoucault. The chief of these 
literary seducers are the old romances, and their dege- 
Derate spawn, the modem novels. The young student 
reads of the emotions of love, till he imagines that 
he feels them throbbing and fluttering in his little 
breast ; as valetudinarians study the history of a dis« 
ease, till they fancy themselves aflected with every 
symptom of it. For this reason, I am always sorry 
to see any of this trash in the hands of young people : 
I look upon Cassandra and Cleopatra, as well as Betty 
Barnes, Polly Willis, &c. as no better than bawds ; 
and confider Don Bellianis of Greece, and Sir Amadis 
de Gaul, with George Edwards, Loveill, &c. as arrant 
pimps. But though romances and novels are both 
equally stimulatives, yet their operations are very dif. 
ferent. The romance.student becomes a fond Cory don 
of Sicily, or a very Damon of Arcadia, and is in 
good truth such a dying swain, that he believes he 
shall hang himself on the next willow, or drown him« 
self in the next pond, if he should lose the object of 
bis wishes : but the young novelist turns out more a 
man of the world, sand, mtv having gained the afiec* 
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tions of bis mistress^ forms a hundred schemes to 
secure the possession of her^ and to bam her relations. 

There are, among the tribe of lovers, a sort ck 
luke-warm gentlemerw who can hardly be said, in the 
language of love, to entertain a flame for their mistress. 
These are your men of superlative delicacy and refine- 
ment, who loath the gross ideas annexed to the amoon 
of the vulgar, and aim at something more spiritua. 
lized and sublime. These philosophers in love doit on 
the mind alone of their mistress, and wonld fain see 
her naked soul divested of it's material incumbrances. 
Gentlemen of this complexion might perhaps not im- 
properly be ranged in the romantic class, but they 
have assumed to themselves the name of Platonic 
Lovers. 

Platonism, however, is in these days very scarce; 
and there is another class, infinitely more numerous, 
composed of a sort of lovers, whom we may justly 
distinguish by the title of Epicureans. The principles 
of this sect ate diametrically opposite to those of the 
Platonics. They think no more of the soul of their 
mistress, than a mussulman, but are in raptures with 
her person. A lover of this sort is in perpetual exta- 
sies : his passion is so violent, that he even scorches 
you with his flame ; and he runs over the perfections 
of his mistress in the same style that a jockey praises 
his horse : < Such limbs ! such eyes ! such a neck and 

breast! such oh, she's a rare piece!' Their 

ideas go no farther than mere external accomplish- 
ments ; and, as their wounds may be said to be only 
skin-deep, we cannot allow their breasts to be smitten 
with love, though perhaps they may rankle with a 
much grosser passion. Yet it must be owned, that 
nothing is more common, than for gentlemen of this 
cast to be involved in what is called a love-match 2 
but then it is owing to the same cause with the mar* 



N® 124. THE CONNOISSEUR. I59 

riage of Sir John Bnite^ who says, *' I married my 
wife^ because I wanted to lie with her^ and she would 
■not let roe." 

Other gentlemen, of a gay disposition and warm 
•constitution, who go in the catalogue for lovers, are 
adorers of almost every woman they see. The flame 
•of love is as easily kindled in them, as the sparks are 
struck out of a flint ; and it also expires as soor^ A 
lover of this sort dances, one day, with a hdy at a 
ball, and loses his heart to her in a minuet ; the next, 
another carries it off in the mall ; and the next dav, 
perhaps, he goes out of town, and lodges it in the 
possession of all the country beauties successively, till 
at last he brings it back to town with him, and pre- 
sents it to the first woman he meets. This class is 
very numerous ; but ought by no means to hold a 
place among the tribe of true lovers, since a gentle- 
man, who IS thus in love with every body, may fairly 
■be said not to be in love at all. 

- Love is universally allowed to be whimsical ; and if 
whim is the essence of love, none can be accounted 
truer lovers, than those who admire their mistress for 
^me particular charm, which enchains them, though 
it would singly never captivate any body else. Some 
gentlemen hive been won to conjugal embraces by a 
pair of fine arms; others have been held fast by an 
even white set of teeth ; and I know a very good 
scholar, who was ensnared by a set of golden tresses, 
because it was the taste of the ancients, and the true 
classical hair. Those ladies, whose lovers are such 
piecemeal admirers, are in perpetual danger of losing 
them. A rash, or a pimple, may abate their affection. 
Ail those, the object of whose adoration is merely a 
pretty face or a fine person, are in the power of the like 
accidents ; and the'^small-pox has occasioned many a 
poor lady the loss of her beauty and her lover at the 
vame time* 
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Btiti afift all these sporioas Enamontot^ there i 
some hw, whose passion is sincere and wdLfeondi 
True, genuine love is always bailt upon esteem: i 
that I would mean, that a man can reason and Mt[ 
himself into loye ; but that a constant in t erco uf ien 
an amiable woman will lead him into a contemplat 
of her excellent qualitiesi which will insensibly i 
his hearts before he is himsdf aware of ity and be; 
all those hopes, fears^ and other extravapmdetj wfa 
are the natural attendants oo a true passion. Love 
been described ten thousand times : but that I may 
sure that the little picture I would draw of it is tal 
from nature, I will conclude this paper with the sti 
of honest Will Easy and his amiable wife* Will E 
and Miss -— became very earlv acquainted, a 
from being familiarly intimate with the whole fiimi 
Will might be almost said to live there. He dined i 
supped with them perpetually in town, and spent gi 
part of the summer with them at their seat in 
country. Will and the lady were both universally 
lowed to have sense, and their frequent conversatii 
together gave them undoubted proofs of the goodr 
of each other's disposition. They delighted in : 
company, and admired the perfections, of each otli 
and gave a thousand little indications of a growi 
passion, not unobserved by others, even while it i 
yet unknown and unsuspected by themselves. He 
ever, after some time, Will, by mutual agreeme 
demanded the lady of her father in marriage. B 
alas ! " the course of true love never yet run smootl: 
the ill-judged ambition of a parent induced the fath 
out of mere love to his daughter, to refuse her hand 
the only man in the world with whom she could li 
happily, because he imagined that he might, in t 
Smithfidd phrase, do better for her. But lo' 
grounded on just principles, is not easily shaken ; ai 
as it appeared that their mutual passion had taken t 
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deep root ever to be extirpated, the fither at last, re« 
Inctantly, half consented to their union. They enjoy 
» eenteel competency ; and Will, by his integrity and 
abilitiesy is an honour to a learned profession^ and a 
blessing to his wife ; whose greatest praise is, that her 
virfeues deserve such a husband. She is pleased with 
having '^ left dross to duchesses ;" he considers her 
happiness as his main interest ; and their example every 
day gives fresh conviction to the fether, that where 
two persons of strong sense and good hearts conceive 
a reciprocsd affection for each other, their passion, is 
genuine and lastine, and their union is perhaps the 
truest state of haromess under the sun* 

o 
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Ctrvtut bac inter vicinus garrit anlh* 
Mx re fabellat. 

HOR. 

With Mr. Town when prose and precepts fail, 
His friend supplies a poem or a tale* 

PfOTHING has giving me a more sensible pleasure, 
in the course of this undertaking, than the having 
beto occasionally honoured with the correspondence of 
several ingenious gentlemen of both our universities. 
My paper of to day gives me unusual satisfaction on 
this account ; and I cannot help looking on it, with a 
gfeat deal of pleasure, as a sort of a little Cambridge 
mssceliany. The reader will see, it is composed of 
tfv« poems, which I have lately received &Qm a^ot*^ 

yOL0 XKKIU % 
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respondent in that learned university* These little 
pieces^ unless my reeard for the writer makes me 
partial to them, contain many Leaaties, and are writ- 
ten with that elegant peculiarity of style and manner, 
which plainly speak them to come from the same hand> 
that has already obliged the public with some other 
pieces of poetryi published in this paper. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

SiR| Trtn. Coll. Cauf. Jun, 6. 

Your, essay on the abuse of words was very wdl 
received here ; but more especially^ that part of it, 
which contained the modem definition <x the wofd 
ruined. You must know. Sir, that in the language of 
our old dons, every young man is ruined, who is not 
an arrant Tjcho BraBe, or Erra^ Fater. Yet it is 
remarkable, that, though the servants of the Muses 
meet with more than ordinary discouragement at this 
place, Cambridge has produced many celebrated poets: 
witness Spenser, Milton, Cowley, Dryden, &c. not 
to mention some admired writers of the present tiroes. 
I myself. Sir, am grievously suspected ot being better 
acquainted with Homer and Virgil than £ucli4 or 
Saunderson ; and am universally agreed to be ruined, 
for having concerned myself with Hexameter and 
Pentameter more than Diameter. The equity of this 
decision I shall not dispute; but content myself at. 
present with submitting to the public, by means of 
your paper, a few lines on the import of another 
favourite word, occasioned by the essay above-men- 
tioned. 

But fearing that so short a piece will not be suffi- 
cient to eke out a whole paper, I have subjoined to it 
another little poem, not originally designed for the 
public view, but written as a familiar epistle to a 
Iriend. The whole is nothing more than the natural 
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-result of many letters and con¥ersations> that had 
past between us, on the present state of poetry in these 
kingdoms; in which I flattered myself^ that I was 
justifiable in my remarks on the barrenness of inven^ 
tion in most modem compositions^ as well as in regard 
to the cause of it. We are now, indeed^ all become 
such exact critics, that there are scarce any tolerable 
poets : what I mean by exact critics is> that we are 
grown, (I speak in general,) By the help of Addison 
and Pope, better judges of composition, than hereto^- 
fore. We get an early knowledge of what chaste 
.writing is, and even school-boys are checked in the 
luxuriancy of their genius, and not suflfered to run riot 
in their imaginations. I must own I cannot help 
looking On it as a bad omen to poetry, that there is 
now-a-days scarce any such thing to be met with as 
fustian and bombast :' for our authors, dreadin? the 
vice of incorrectness above all others, grow ridicu- 
lously precise and affected. In short, however para- 
doxical it may seem, we have now, in my opinion, 
too correct a taste. It is to no purpose for such pru- 
dent sober woders, as our modern bards, to knock at 
the door of the Muses. They, as well as mortal 
ladies, love to be attacked briskly. Should we take 
a review even of Chaucer's- poetry, the most inatten- 
tive reader, in the very thickest of old Geoffrey's 
woods, would find the light sometimes pierce through^ 
and break in upon him like lightning ; and a man 
must have no soul in him, who does not admire the 
fancy, the strength, and elegance of Spenser, even 
•through that disagreeable habit, which the fashion of 
the times obliged him to wear. To conclude, there is 
this material difference between the former and present 
age of poetry ; that the writers in the first thought 
poetically ; in the last, they only express themselves 
so. Modem poets seem to me more to study the 
manndr how they shall write, than what is to be writ« 
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ten. The minate accuncy of dieir prodoctioDi; the 
bells of their rhimesi so well nutdiedy makiiig most 
ifaelodioiis tinkle ; and all the mechanim of Poettyt 
«o exactly finished; (together with a total deftdknqr 
of spirit, which should oe the lca?cn of die whdky) 
pat me in mind of a tneoe of famitiire^ genenUy 
found in the studies of the kamcd, << in an ockl ingle 
iff the room,'' a mahogany case, degantly carved wad 
^shioned on the ootside, the specious ooTering of a— - 
<hamber.pot« 

I am, Sir, yoor humbk aerraDf^ 

-— ^^ ILl. 

THE SATYR AND THE PEDLAR. 

A Fable* 

Words are, so Wollaston definety 
'Of our ideas merely signs. 
Which have a pow'r at will to vary. 
As being vague and arbitrary. 
Kow damn'd, for instance — All agree 
Damn'd's the superlative Degree ; 
Means that alone, and nothing more^ 
However taken heretofore. 
Damn'd is a word can't stand alone. 
Which has no meaning of it's own ; 
But signifies or bad or good. 
Just as it's neighbour's understood. 
Examples we may find enough ; 
Damn'd high, damn'd low, damn'd fine, damn'd ituff. 
So fares it too with it's relation, 
I mean it's substantive, damnation. 
The wit with metaphors makes bold. 
And tells you he's damnation cold i 
Perhaps, that metaphor forgot. 
The self*same wit's damnation hot. 
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And here a fable I remember-^ 
Once> in the middle of December^ 
When ev'ry mead in snow is lostj 
And ev'ry river bound with frost ; 
When families get all togetheti 
And feelingly talk o'er the weather; 
When — pox of the descriptive rhime— 
In shorty it was the winter time* 
It was a Pedlar's happy lot 
To fell into a Satyr's cot : 
Shiv'ring with coldj and almost froze. 
With pearly drop upon his nose. 
His fingers' ends all pinch'd to deaths 
He blew upon them with his breath. 
Friend) quoth the Satyr, what intends 
That blowing on thy fingers' ends ? 
'< It is to warm them thus I blow, 
•* For they are froze as cold as snow ; 
*^ And so inclement has it been, 
** I'm like a cake of ice within." 
Come, quoth the Satyr, comfort, man ! 
I'll chear thy inside, if I can ; 
You're welcome, in my homely cottage. 
To a warm fire and mess of pottage. 

This said, the Satyr, nothine loth, 
A bowl prepar'd of sav'ry broth; 
Which with delight the Pedlar view'd. 
As smoking on the board it stood. 
But, tliougn the very steam arose 
With grateful odour to his nose. 
One single sip he ventur'd not. 
The gruel was so wond'rous hot. 
What can be done ? — with gentle puff 
He blows it, till it's cool enough. 

Why how now. Pedlar, what's the matter ? 
Still at thy blowing ? quoth the Satyr. 
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I blow to cod it, cries the dcmm, 
That I mav eet the liqoor dowii ; 
For, though I ^nt jroa've made it weO^ 
You've boil'd it, ^r, as hot as hell. 

Then raising hi^h his cloven stomps 
The Satyr smote hun on the rdnm. 
** Begoncj thoa dooUe knave, or rod ; 
With the same breath to warn and cool I 
Friendship with snch I never hdd, 

Who're so damn'd hot, and so damn*d cold.*^ 

» 

EPISTLE TO A FRIEND. 

Again I uree my old objectionj^ 
That modern rdes obstruct perfection^ 
And the severity cif' taste 
Has laid the walk 6f genius waste. 
Fancy's a flight we deal no more in. 
Our authors creep, instead of soaring ; 
And all the brave imagination 
Is dwindled into declamation. 

But still you cry, in sober sadness, 
** There is discretion e'en in madness.** 
A pithy sentence! but wants credit. 
Because, I find, a poet said it : 
Their verdict makes but small impression. 
Who are known liars faiy profession. 
Rise what exalted flights it will, . 
True genius will be genius still. 
And say, that horse would you prefer, 
Which wants a bridle, or a spur ? 
The mettled steed may lose his tricks ; 
The jade grows callous to your kicks. 

Had Shakspeare crept by modern rules. 
We'd lost his witches, fairies, fools. 
Instead of all that wild creation. 
He'd form'd a regular plantatiooi 
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Or garden trim and all inclosM^ 

In nicest symmetry dispos'di 

The hedges cut in proper orderi 

Nor e'en a branch oej'ond it's border. 

Now like a forest he appears. 

The growth of twice v three hundred yean ; 

Where many a tree aspiring shrouds 

It's very summit in the clouds, 

While round it's root still loves to twine 

The ivy and wild eglantine. 

'* But Shakspeare's all-creative fancy 
Made others love extravagancy. 
While cloud-capt nonsense was their aim. 
Like Hurlothrumbo's mad lord Flame." 
True. — Who can stop dull imitators. 
Those younger brothers of translators^ 
Those insects, which from genius rise. 
And buz about, in swarms, like flies ^ 
Fashion, that sets the modes of dress. 
Sheds too her influence o'er the press : 
As formerly the sons of rhime 
Sought Shakspeare's fancy and sublime. 
By cool correctness now they hope 
To emulate the praise of Pope. 
But Pope and Shakspeare both disclaim 
These low retainers to their fame. 

What task can dulness e'er affect 
So easy, as to write correct ? 
Poets, 'tis said, ace sure to split 
By too much or too little wit ; 
So, to avoid th' extremes of either. 
They miss their mark, and follow neither : 
They so exactly poise the scale. 
That neither measure will prevail ; 
And mediocrity the Muse 
Did never in her sons excuse. 
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*Tif tpoe, tiheir uwdmmmi^mmpti€% 
With all the chamis or mirffiB mat9$ 
And ev'ry senaeksslineildbist 
In quaint czptesmftiViiiadTCil* 
Say, did ^oa ever chance, to laeet 
A Monsi^ Barber in die ttieetf 
Whose ruffle, as it kmk def)end% 
And dangles o'er his fiogeia* eiidsf 
His olive-tann'd cosifdeadan moes» ' ' 
With little dabs of Dresden beet ; 
While for the body, MoosietHr Poff 
Would think e'en dowkss fine enough I 
So fares it with oar men of ifakoest 
Sweet tinklers aS poetic dumes ; 
For lace« and fiingef and tawdiy ckHlie% 
Sure never yet fve^ greater beaux i 
Howe'er they d/sck we omwaid fiMc^ 
The inner skeleton's the same* 

But shall these wretched bards cominenc^ 
Without or spirit, taste, or sense ? 
And, when they brine no other treasure) 
Shall I admire them for their measure ? 
Or do I scorn the critic's ruksf 
Because I will not learn of fools ? 
Although Longinus' foU.mouth'd prose 
With all the force of genius glows i 
Though Dionysius' learned taste 
Is ever manly, just, and chaste. 
Who, like a skilful, wise physician. 
Dissects each part of composition. 
And shews how beauty strikes the soul^ 
From a just compact of the whole ; 
Though judgment in Q^intilian's page 
Holds forth her lamp for ev'ry age ; 
Yet Hypercritics I disdain, 
A race of blockheads^ dull and vain^ 
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And laugh tt all those tmpty foolSf 
Who cramp a genius with dull rules^ 
And what their narrow science mockv 
Damn with the name of Heterodox. 
These butchers of a poet's fame^ 
While they usurp the critic's name, 
Cry, ' this is taste — that's my opinion ;' 
And poets dread their mock dominion* 
So have you seeoj with dire affright^ 
The petty monarch of the night. 
Seated aloft in elbow-chair. 
Command the prb'ners to appear ; 
Harangue an hour on watchman's praise. 
And on the dire effect of frays; 
Then cry, ** you'll sviStr for your daring. 
And damn you, you shaU pay for swearing:" 
Then, turning, tell th' astonish'd ringi 
^' I sit to represent the King.'* 



N' 126. THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 173«. 



Froinde tona eloquh, toUtttm tibi.^^ 

VIRG. 

"Rant, roar, and bellow, with theatric air. 
And sink the rev 'rend preacher in the plaj'f. 

I REMEMBER a rector of a parish at the court end 
of the town, who was generally accounted a very fine 
preacher, that used to aim at delivering himself in the 
most bold and animated style of oratory. The tone 
of his voice was nicely accommodated to the different 
branches of his discourse, and every thing was ^co-^ 
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^^nounced with uDodmnion ^nenpr knd emphuU: he 
also indulged himself in eqoal medom of actioni and 
abounded m various extiaordinaiy gescicoktiQat : his 
sermons themselves were sown thick with tropes» me- 
taphors^ and similies, and everj-wheie enriched with 
apostrophe and pros6fof€tim. 

As I knew that this reverend gentleman had heen 
abroad with a youn^ nobkman in the capacity of a 
travelling tutor, I did not wonder at die videst ex. 
ertion of his voice, and the vehemence of hit actkn; 
this afiected air being a piece of dericd fbpperfj 
which an itinerant clereyman is apt to adopts wbuehis 
pupil is gleaning all tibe other rallies or Yuhi at 
which place it is very common to see a emfmchwi so 
heated with his subject, that he often seems m dangrt 
of throwing himself out of the pulpit. But I was at 
a loss how to account for the glowing style of his dis. 
courses ; till, happening to turn over the works of t 
celebrated French preacher, I found, that the oratorical 
performances of my friend were no other than fiuthfol 
translations of them. 

This sort of pulpit plagiarism may perhaps be more 
adapted to the taste of some of our fashionable Re- 
claimers, than the more hacknied method of trans- 
cribing a page from Barrow, Tillotson, or Atterbury. 
But, although such practices may be less liable to <fe- 
tection, it is certainly more orthodox to rifle the works 
of our own divines, than to ransack the treasures of 
Romish priests ; and their inflamed orations are un- 
undoubtedly less adapted to the genius of our people, 
than the sober reasonings of our own preachers. Vol- 
taire, in his essay on epic poetry, has touched this 
point with his usual vivacity, and given a very just 
description of the diflferent species of pulpit eloaaenoe, 
that oDtain in France and England. The whcue pas. 
sage is as follows. *^ Discourses, aiming at tht fatheticf 
pronounced with vehemence^ and accompanied with 
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lolent gestures^ would excite laughter in an English 
longregation. For as they are fond of bloated lan- 
;uage and the most impassioned eloquence on the stage» 
a in the pulpit they affect the most un-ornamented 
implicity. A sermon in France is a long declama- 
ion, scrupulously divided into three parts^ and deli, 
ered with enthusiasm. In £nglaixl> a sermon is a 
Dlidy but sometimes dry, dissertation, which a man 
eads to the people, without gesture, and without any 
articular exaltation of the voice. In Italy, (he adds) 

sermon is a spiritual comedy :" or rather farce, he 
aight have said ; since the preachers in that country 
larangue their audience, running to and fro on a sort of 
aised stage, like a mountebank. It must be owned,, 
lowevcr, that some of our clergy are greatly wanting 
n that life and spirit, which would render their in-. 
tructions more affecting as well as more pleasing. 
fheir sermons are frequently drawled out in one dull 
one, without any variation of voice or gesture : so 
hat it is no wonder, if some of the congregation 
hould be caught napping, when the preacher himself 
lardly seems to be awake. But though this drowsy 
IcUvery is not to be commended, yet a serious ear- 
lestness is most likely to engage the attention, and 
onvince the reason. This manner, as it is most decent 
n itself, is best suited to an English audience : though 
t is no wonder, that a different strain of oratory 
hould prevail in France ; since a Frenchman accom- 
Mmies almost every word in ordinary conversation 
^ith some fantastic gesture, and even inquires concern- 
ng your health, and talks of the weather, with a 
:housand shrugs and grimaces. 

But though I do not like to see a preacher lazily 
oiling on the cushion, or dozing over his sermon-case, 
ukl haranguing his audience with an unchristian 
ipathy ; yet even this unanimated delivery is perhaps 
Le#8 oflfensive^ than to observe a clergyman not so as. 
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ddnoat to inttnict Us aiWBmcej at to be $ia6mAhr 
Aem: not to iiwiitioiiy that even Voltaire Hmm 
aeemt to thkik oor manner of pitadifaig picfibiaU^ on 
ihewholeyto the dedanuttorjr stjle Maaftctcdm. 
toies, asedbv theclcrgf of hisoarnnatiiMu A mer 
divine should not ascend the piipit with dtt laaw piN. 
rionsy that a public orator mooatathenmniflii awcb 
less should ne assume the voice* gestoie^ and deport* 
ment of a ^ytr, and the langQa|^ of tke t|eaM» 
He should pieserve a tenyci a nce in tli^ ■mtc earoM 
nartt ef his discourse^ and go ihnm^ the wbale ef il 
ui such a manner* as best ^p^f^ wim the toleara place 
in which it is pttered* ranpous neneente, babwel 
out with a thundering accent* ccxnes with a wena 

trace from the pulpit, than bombast and fcatiatt'in}o» 
iciously ranted forth hy a < periwig-pated fenow* on 
the stage. I cannot better illusinte the abtoiditr and 
indecency of this manner* than by a fiuniliar* tnonA 
slianiefuli instance of it. Whoever has occasionwy 
joined with the butchers in making op theaodienceofthe 
Clare-market orator* will agree witn me* that the im- 
propriety of his style* and the extravagance of hisaction* 
become stilt more shocking and intoTeraUe bjr the day 
which they profane* and the ecclesiastic appearanee of 
the place in which the declaimer harangues* Tins 
while those* who thunder out damnation from parish 
palpits* may* from assuming the manners of the the^ 
atre* be resembled to ranting players ; the Clare-mar- 
ket orator* while he turns religion into farce* must be 
considered as exhibiting sheiirs and interludes of an in. 
ferior nature* and himself regarded as a Jack-podding 
in a eown and cassock. 

A t>loated style is perhaps of all othen least to be 
commended. It k more frequently made a shelter fbr 
nonsensci than a vehicle of truth : but* though impre* 
per on all occasions* it more especially deviates-uom 
the chaste plainness and sunpUcity of pelpk elo^uenoe»> 
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or am I lets displeased with those, who are admired 
r some as pretty preachers ; as I think a clergyman 
ay be a coxcomb m his style and manner^ as well as 
prig in his appearance. Flowers of rhetoric^ injudi* 
oasly scattered over a sermon, are as disgusting in 
J discourse, as the smug wig and scented white 
mdkerchief in his dress. The pretty preacher aims 
so at politeness and good-breeding, takes the ladies 
\ task in a genteel vem of raillery, and handles their 
lodish foibles with the same air, that he gallants their 
lis : bat if he has a mind to put his abilities to the 
xetch, and indulge himself in a more than ordinary 
ow of rhetoric, he fritters away the solemnity of 
Hue scriptural subject ; and I have heard a flourish- 
ig declaimer of this cast take off from the awful 
lea of the Passion, by dwelling principally on the 
lacellilness of person, sweetness of voice, and ele. 
Moe of deportment, in the Divine Sufferer ; and at 
nether time, in speaking of the fall, I have known 
sm to enter into a picturesque description of the 
roods, groves, and rivulets, pansies, pinks, and vio. 
stty that threw a perpetual gayety over the face of na« 
Die in the garden of Eden. 
Afiected oratory and an extra va^nt delivery were 
nt practised by those who vary from the established 
hnrek } nor is there any manner so unbecoming and 
ndecent, which has nor, at one time or another^ been 
ccounted truly spiritual and graceful. Snuffling 
hrough the nose with an harmonious twang, has been 
^mrded as a kind of church-music best calculated to 
use devotion, and a piteous chorus of sighs and groans 
las been thought the most effectual call to repentance, 
irregular tremblings of the voice, and contortions of 
lie person, have long been the eloquence of quakers 
ind presbyterians ; and are now the favourite mode of 
xeachinfi^ practised by those self-ordained teachers, 
irfao strike out new lights in religloU) aivi y^>^^ ^^v^ 
you XKxiu K 
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their extempore rhapsodies in a torrent of entb 
tical oratory. An inspire^ coblcr will thunder ou 
themas, with the tone and gesture of St. Paul, f 
joint. stool ; and an enlightened bricklayer will 
himself up to such a pitch of vehemence, as 
make his audience quake again. I am sorry to s< 
regular divines rather copying, than reforming 
hot and extravagant manner of preaching ; and 
with pain been witness to a wild intemperate del 
in our parish-churches, which I should only ha^ 
pected at the chapel in Long.acre, or at the foui 
and tabernacle in Moor-fields. 

As a serious earnestness in the delivery, and ; 
vous simplicity in the style of a discourse, ai 
most becoming ornaments of the pulpit, so an ai 
tion of eloquence is no-where so offensive. The 
very of a preacher, as well as his dictions should 
his dress, oe plain and decent. Inflamed cloq 
and wild gestures are unsuitable to the place ai 
function ; and though such vehement heat may pc 
kindle the zeal of a few enthusiastic old beldai 
the aisle, it has a very different effect on the mor 
tional part of the congregation. I would the 
recommend it to our fashionable divines, to aim i 
ing preachers rather than orators or actors, and t 
deavour to make their discourses appear like sei 
rather than orations. 

O 
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JFer verts J/fficili bile timet jecur. 

HOR. 

Rage in h«r eyes, distraction in her mien. 

Her breait indignant swells with jealous spleen. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

We are told, that in Spain it is the custom for hus- 
bands never to let their wives go abroad without a 
watchful old woman to attend them ; and in Turkey 
it is the fashion to lock up their mistresses under the 
guard of a trusty eunuch : but I never knew, that in 
any country the men were put under the same restric- 
tions. Alas ! Sir, my wife is to me a very duenna : 
she is as careful of me, as the keisler aga^ or chief 
eunuch, is of the grand signior's favourite sultana : 
and whetherishe believes, that 1 am in love with every 
woman, or that every woman is in love with me, she 
will never trust me out of her sight ; but sticks as 
close to me, as if she really was, without a figure, 
bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh. I am never 
suflered to stir abroad without her, lest I should eo 
astray ; and at home she follows me up and down the 
house, like a child in leading-strings : nay, if I do 
but step down stairs on any ordinary occasion, she is so 
afraid I shall give her the slip, that she always screams 
after me, * my dear, you are not going out ;' though, 
for better security, she generally locks up my hat and 
cane, together with her own gloves and cardinal, that 
one may not stir out without the oilxti. 
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I cannot flatter myielf^ that I am handsomer or bet. 
ter made than other men : nor hat she^ in my ejes at 
leastj fewer charms than other women. Need I addi 
that my oomfdexion is not over sanffmne^ nor my eoo. 
stitution very robust? and yet she is so very doditfid 
of my constancy, that I cannot speak, or evm pay the 
com^iment of my hat, to any voang ladv, thongh in 

Sublic, without Saving new alarms to her jealousy, 
ach a one, she is sure from her flaunting aiis, is a 
kept madam 1 another is no better than she should be; 
and she saw another tip me the wink, or give me a 
nod, as a mark of some private assignation between 
us. A nun, sir, might as soon force her way into a 
convent of monks, as any young woman m admit- 
tance into our house : she has therefore wonted dl 
her acquaintance of her own sex, that ace not^ or might 
not have been, the grandmothers of many genentsons) 
and is at home to nobody, but maiden ladies in the 
bloom of threescore, and beauties of the last 
century. 

She will scarce allow me to mix even with persona 
of my own sex ; and she looks upon bachelors in par* 
ticular, as no better than pimps and common seducers. 
One evening, indeed, she vouchsafed to trust me out 
of doors at a tavern with some of my male friends: 
but the first bottle had scarce gone roimd, before word 
was brought up, that my boy was come with the Ian* 
tern to light me home« I sent him back with orders 
to call in an hour ; when presently after the maid was 
dispatched, with notice that my dear was gone to bed 
very ill, and wanted me directly, I was preparing to 
obey the summons ; when, to our great surprize, the 
sick lady herself bolted into the room, complained of 
my cruel hearty and fell into a fit ; from which she did 
not recover, till the coach had set us down at our own 
house. She then called me the basest of husbandsy 
and said, that zU taverns were no better than bawdy* 
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jsety and that men only went thither to meet naughtjr 
>men : at last she declared it to be her firm resola. 
n, that I should never set my foot in any one of 
\m again, except herself be allowed to make one of 
: company. 

^oa will suppose, Sir, that while my wife is thus 
tiousy that I should not be led astray when abroad, 

takes particular care^ that I may not stumble on 
iptations at home. For this reason, as soon as I had 
light her to my house, my two maid-servants were 
nediately turned away at a moment's warning, not 
hout many covert hints, and some open accusations, 
too near an intimacy between us, though, I protest 
fou, one was a feeble old wrinkled creature, as hag* 
d and frightful as mother Shipton ; and the other, « 
ipping wench, as coarse and orawny as the female 
ison. Even my man John, who had lived in the 
lily for thirty years, was packed off, as being too well 
uainted with his master's sly ways. A chair-wo« 
1 was forced to do our work for some time, before 
lam could suit herself with maids for her purpose. 
5 was too pert an hussy ; another went too nne ; 
ther was an impudent forward young baggage. At 
«nt our houshold is made up of such beautiful mon« 
s, as Caliban himself mignt fall in love with: 

lady's own waiting-woman has a most inviting 
)p-back, and is so charmingly paralytic, that she 
ces all over, like a Chinese n^ure ; the house-maid 
nts most delightfully with one solitary eye, 
ch weeps continually for the loss of it's fellow ; and 
cook, besides a most captivating red face and protu* 
knt waist, has a most graceful nobble in her gait, 
isioned by one leg being shorter than the other. 

need not tell you, that I must never write a let* 

but my wife must see the contents, before it is 
i up ; and that 1 never dare to open one, till she 
broke the seal, or read it, till she has first run it 

•^1 



:-i ~1 CCSXOISSEUB. K*12J 

"■:■- .1 "^T" ~ i: ::c ir^ r trcm the post-man nti 
•^ ~::r-ie; _-ti t -jve jcoon-n her ready toboi 
«■ -: s-.rrr :: »m .'^ i i;rj;."Kripticr, written in al; 
.-*:-.: --:«■. ::-::|; f;f;^^ w cnlr comes from c 
;.-,- :: ::; i..-:r'. ^^ «n pick out an intrig 
f i". -.IT :t .T?rf*f;j7 -t. -'x wax : and a Cupd, 
:i ,- Ttt:-^ -.:_i;; :.• - ':r. c: 3 waftr pricted wirf 
jb:. ,t ?-. =jv; f' i :hi=>;e, she interpreti ai i 
.•sr:^ - ;.^;-.->;: ir^ft-^ixs; =r.dif theieisa blai 
•r:.- kn = c-^ rarr :: :>* !e::er, she always hd 
T. *:r iL-ctf rise ixi:!r: :_■« frs; tbat, if it shoald 
t-Ui-z «.:r JTT fc.-n: c;-7;ir:j, written in juice 
i:si.-.r:i~ :tk-- :riT tt :;i: rie.-? be^me viuble. 

-■'■..'vt;;; j ^.t lt rfp *!■» *xrid i mysterious papct 
W --.-iro-xSLr:. ■B'ri:i: ivikcvc ali her mist™ 
T?.:j *Mrj,\.-T.s r-jr:i.:;-7e w^f dnwo cp in hisrogi 
»<.-;; •r.vr :i>M i-.-i^'i r« i:::i:pK:, she immei 
trr- .-.irc;;otc l: r.- x i .• -.-.--J/ur irom some oai 
,"r.-;;;r;. u.Vu: ! «■,"<:> =^:r:^-red i» a corner 
ti-f ;.■■■*■: : i-^ I'^i -; *\-w!:v~-iJ tcgether b t 
Kv:. T'if Tir^.:'.i r.TCr. 5:r. w.-j •- tniih noot] 
:;^]aWlfitwrUxl^aiiii in ibc countij; jd 
n: 3- torinc lant » wdR, opmscd tas mS 
i^- Ju»a«jrffc=«*li icrecric-. Tfcus; if^^ 
-w.Joi a ^*3e, he dw^ ii t- i=y aiioonl,^ 
i-iwn, «t well » he caal4 t^ ''.^irt of « i|Bpr 
t-~ »Umt « a Hole aw Cwat^MK p eti'ii I'ftiii 
r- : ;«^>b-|)encr( ««jBI|M|Mjli^HH 
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by telling them, that I was in love with a black- 
smith. 

Jealoasy, Sir, it is said, is a sign of love. It may 
be so*; bat it is a species of love, which is attended 
with all the malevolent properties of hate : nay, I will 
venture to say, that many a modem wife hates her 
husband most heartily, without causing him half that 
uneasiness, which my loving consort's suspicious tem- 
per creates to me. Her jealous whims disturb me the 
more, because I am naturally of an even mind and 
calm disposition ; one of the chief blessings I promised 
myself in matrimony was, to enjoy the sweets of do- 
mestic tranquillity. I loved my wife passionately ; 
but I must own, that these perpetual attacks upon my 
peace make me regard her with less and less tenderness 
every day; and though there is not a wdman in the 
world, that I would prefer to my wife, yet I am apt 
to think, that such violent suspicions without a cause, 
have often created real matter for jealousy. 

I am. Sir, your humble servant, &c. 
T 
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S(uod optimum sit qudtrWs convivtum f 
In quod cborauUi non vtnit, 

MART. 

Happy that house, where fiddles never come, 
Horn, hautboy, harpsichord, nor kettle.dniixi# 

TO MR. TOWN. 

SiRi 

iVl Y wife is mad, stark mad ; and unless you can pie* 
scribe some remedy for that strange phrenzy wmcl 
possesses her, my peace of mind must be for evei 
oroken, and my fortune inevitably ruined. You musi 
know, Sir, that she is afflicted with a disorder exactly 
opposite to the bite of a tarantula : for, as that is said 
to admit of no cure but music, there is not a note ir 
the gamut, but what tends to heighten and inflame my 
wife's lunacy. I find it is the fashion, in this age, foi 
singers and fiddlers to publish appeals to the public ; 
wherefore, as you have hitherto listened to the com* 
plaints of husbands, I must beg you now to considei 
mine, and to sufifer me also to appeal to the publicj by 
means of your paper. 

A few years ago business called me over to Italy j 
where this unfortunate woman received the first 
touches of this disorder. She soon conceived a vio. 
lent passion for taste in general, which settled at last 
in an unquenchable rage after musical compositions. 
Solos, sonatas, operas, and concertos, became her sole 
employment and delight, and singers and musiciansj 
her only company* At length, full of Italian airsj 
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she returned to Englandf where aUo her wh6le happL 
ness has been centered in the orchestray and it has been 
her whole pride to be thought a connoisseur in music. 
If there is an opera, oratorio, or concert, to be per* 
formed within the bills of mortality, I do not believe^ 
that the riches of the Indies could prevail on her to b^ 
absent. Two* and only two, good consequences flow 
from this madness ; and those are^ that she constantly 
attends St. James's chapel, for the sake of the anthem 
and the rest of the music : and, out of the many 
pounds idly squandered on minims and seml^uaversji 
some few are dedicated to charitiesj which are pro« 
moted by musical performances. 

But what makes this rage after catgut more irksome 
and intolerable to me is, that 1 have not myself tht 
least idea of what they call taste, and it almost drivel 
me mad to be pestered with it. I am a plain man, and 
have not the least spice of a connoisseur in my compo^ 
sition; yet nothing will satisfy my wife, unless I ap* 
pear as fond of such iKDnsense as herself. About a 
month ago she prevailed on me to attend her to the 
Opera, where every dying fall made her expire, as well 
as Lady Townly. She was ravished with one air, itt 
cxtasies at another, applauded Ricciarelli, encored 
Mingotti, and, in short, acted like an absdute mad- 
woman ; while the performance, and her behaviour^ 
^had a quite different effect upon me, who sat dumb 
with confusion, ''most musical, most melancholy,'* 
at her elbow. When we came home aeain, she seemed 
as happy as harmony could make her ; out I must own^ 
that t was all discord, and most heartily vexed at be« 
ing made a fool in public. ' Well, my dear,' saidshe^ 

•how do you like the opera.?' * Zounds, madam» 

I would as soon be dragged through a horsepond, a^ 

go to an opera with you again.' ' O fie ! but yoa 

must be delighted with the Mingotti.' * T hfe 

Mingotti ! The devil/——' Well I asa ^fQtt'f &c vti^ 
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Sir Aaron^ but I find you have no car/ * Ea 

madam ? I had rather cut off my ears, than suffer thei 
to make me an idiot.' To this she made me no r 
ply, but began a favourite opera tune ; and, after tal 
ji\g a tour round the room, like one of the singers, k 
me alone. 

If my wife could be satisfied, like other musical 1 
dies, with attending public peiformances^ and tk)w ai 
then thrumming on her harpsichord the tunes she he: 
there, I should be content : but she has also a cona 
of her own constantly once a week. Here she is 
still greater raptures than at the opera, as all the n 
sic is chosen and appointed by herself. The exper 
of this whim is monstrous ; for not one of these peoj 
will open their mouths, or rosin a single string, wit 
out being rery well paid for it. Then she must ha 
all the best hands and voices ; and has almost as lar 
a set of performers in pay as the manager of the opei 
It puts me quite out of patience to see these fello 
strutting about my house, drest up like lords and ge 
tlemen. Not a single fiddler, or singer, but what a 
pears in lace or embroidery ; and I once mistook t 
wife's chief musician for a foreign ambassador. 

It is impossible to recount the numberless follies, 
which this ridiculous passion for music exposes h 
Her devotion to the art makes her almost adore t 
professors of it. A musician is a greater man, in I 
eye, than a duke ; and she would sooner oblige 
opera-singer than a countess. She is as busy in pi 
moting their benefits, as if she was to have the i 
ceipts of the house ; and quarrels with all her 2 
quaintance, who will not permit her to load them wi 
tickets. Every fiddler in town makes it his busin* 
to scrape an acquaintance with her; and an Italian 
no sooner imported, than she becomes a part of r 
wife's band of performers. In the late opera disput 
she has been a most furious partizan ; and it is imp< 



^® 128. THE CONNOISSEUR. 183 

;ible for any patriot to feel more anxiety for the dan- 
ger of Blakeney and Minorca, than she has suffered on 
iccount of the Opera, and the loss of Mingotti. 

I do not believe my wife has a single idea, except 
recitative, airs, counter-tenor, thorough-bass, &c. 
ivhich are perpetually singing in her head. When we 
jit together, instead of joining in any agreeable con- 
versation, she is always either humming a tune, or 
' discoursing most eloquent music' Nature has denied 
her a voice; but, as Italy has given her taste and a 
graceful manner, she is continually squeaking out 
strains, less melodious than the harmony of ballad- 
singing in our streets, or psalm-singing in a country 
church. To make her still more ridiculous, she learns 
to play on that masculine instrument, the bass-viol ;* 
the pleasure of which nothing can prevail on her to 
forego, as the bass-viol, she daily tells me, contains the 
whole power and very soul of harmony. 

What method, Mr. Town, shall I pursue to cure 
my wife of this musical phrenzy ? 1 have some 
thoughts of holding weekly a burlesque rorotorio, 
composed of mock-airs, with grand accompany men ts 
of the Jew's harp, wooden spoons, and marrowbones 
and cleavers, on the same day with my wife's concert; 
and have actually sent to two of Mrs. Midnight's 
hands to teach me the art and mystery of playing on 
the broom-stick and hurdy-gurdy, at the same time 
that my wife learns on the bass-viol. I have also a 
strong rough voice, which will enable me to roar out 
bumper 'squire Jones, roast beef, or some other old 
English ballad, whenever she begins to trill forth her 
melodious airs in Italian. If this has no effect, I will 
learn to beat the drum, or wind the post-horn : and if 
I should still find it impossible for noise and clamour 
to overconn' the sound of her voices and instruments, 
1 have half resolved peremptorily to shut my door* 
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tgainst ttnsert and fiddkn^ and tifta to diemolUi hef 
karusichof d and btM-Ttol. 

But thu, alat ! it coming to cxtiemitiesi which I 
am almost afraid to TentQiek and would cndeaToar to 
avoid. I have no avertion to music; bat I would not 
be a fiddkr: nor do I dislike company ; bot I would at 
coon keep an inn^ as convert my houae into a thcatie 
for all tne idle thin^ of both sexes to assoBUe at. 
3ut my wife's affections are so wedded to the gamoti 
|hat I cannot devise any means to wean herfirom thii 
folly. If I could make her food of diei^ or toch 
ber to love cards, pbys, or any thinr but nonaicf I 
should be happy. This method of destroying my 
peace with harmonyt is no better than tickling me to 
death; and to squander away such wbob of money oa 
a parcel of bawling scraping rascals in hoed coati 
9nd bag-wigs, is aMolutely giving away my escape fv 
an old song. You, Mr. Town, are a prolefsed Con* 
noisseur; therefore either give me a little taste, or 
teach my wife to abandon it : for at present we are bat 
a jangling pair, and there is not the least harmony be- 
tween us, though like bass and treble, we are (Aliged 
10 join in concert. 

I amj Sir, your humble servant, 

AAaoN HoMmr« 
T 
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Post cineres gloria sera venlt. 

MART. 

e to our ashes comes, alas ! too late ; 
praise smells rank upon the coflKn-plate. 

TO MR. TOWN. 



Ich old bachelor, and, like other ancient gcxu 
that order, am very fond of being indulged 
odd humours, and always having my own 
is is one reason I never married : for if my 
leen a shrewish termagant, she would have 
; and if she had been a tame domestic ani« 
ould have killed her. But the way of life 
V fallen into is, of all others, the best caU 
> gratify my fantastical temper. I have no 
on, indeed, who will submit to be treated as 
: cousin all my life, in hopes of being happy 
ath ; yet I abound in sycophants and £oU 
very one of whom I delude, like another 
with the expectations of being made my 
e abject spirit of these wretches flatters me, 
s me. I am indolent, and hate contradic- 
can safely say, that not one of my acquaint- 
ontradicted me for these seven years. There 
of them but would be glad if I would spit 
I or rejoice at a kick of the breech from me, 
ought I meant it as a token of my fami-^ 
Nhea I am grave, they appear as dullaa 
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nrates at a funeral : when I smi]e> they 
monkies : when I tell a silly story^ they ch 
every ridiculous particular, and shake thei 
admiration of my wit. Sometimes I prett 
short-sightedy and then not one o£ them set 
than his nose. They swallow sour wine> e 
victuals, and are proud to ride in my old boo; 

I have been told of a certain prelate, who 
his chaplains to such a degree of servility, th 
every deal at whist, they would ask him, \ 
would choose to have for trumps next deal ? 1 k 
fellows in equal good order. They all think me 
old hunks ; and, imagining that winning their 
will put me in good humour with them, they p 
all the arts of sharjung to cheat themselves, i 
known them pack the cards at whist, that 1 1 
hold all the four honours in my own hand : the} 
load the dice in my favour, at hazard ; pocket t 
selves on purpose, at billiards ; and, at bowls, if 
one is near winning the game, he never fails in 
next cast to mistake his bias. It is impossible foi 
most despotic monarch to be more absolute ovei 
subjects, than I am over these slaves and sycophi 
Yet, in spite of all their endeavours to oblige m< 
most heartily despise them ; and have already dr 
up a will, in which I have bequeathed to eac 
them a shilling and a dog-collar. 

But, though I have settled in my mind what 1 
cies I shall leave them, I have not thoroughly reso 
in what manner I shall dispose of the bulk of my es 
Indeed I am fully determined, like most other wea 
bachelors, either to leave my fortune to some ostc 
tious pious uses, or to persons, whom I have n 
seen, and for whose characters I have not the leas 
gard or esteem. To speak sincerely, ostentation 
ries away my whole heart : but then it is a little 
ficult to find out a new object to indulge my vai 
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whilst I am on this side the grave ; by securing to me 
a certain prospect of posthumous fame, which is 
always so agreeable to living pride. 

The hospitals are so numerous, that my name will 
be lost ampng those more known and established of 
Guy, Morden, Bancroft, and I know not who. Be- 
sides, in the space of four or five centuries, perhaps, 
it may be thought, notwithstanding my whole length 
picture and statue, that I had assistance from parua- 
xnent. If I order my money to be laid out in churches, 
they will never be built : if in temples, gardens, lakes, 
obelisks, and serpentine rivers, the next generation of 
the sons of taste will demolish all my works, turn my 
rounds into squares, and my squares into rounds, and 
not leave even my bust, although it were cast in 
plaister of Paris by Mr. Racstrow, or worked up in 
wax by Mr. Goupy. Or supposing, in imitation of 
some of my predecessors, I were to bequeath my for. 
tune to my housekeeper, and recommend her in my 
will as a pattern of virtue, diligence, and every good 
quality, what will be the effect? In three weeks 
after my death she will marry an Irishman, and I 
shall not even enjoy my monument and marble peri- 
wig in Westminster-Abbey. 

Nothing perplexes me so much as the disposal of 
my money by my last will and testament. While I 
am living, it procures the most servile compliance 
with all my whims from my sycophants, and several 
other conveniences: but I would fain. buy fame with 
it after my death. Do but instruct me, how I may 
lay it out in the most valuable purchases of this sort ; 
only discover some new object of charity, and perhaps 
I may bequeath you a round sum of money for your 
advice. 

I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

Thomas Vainall. 



SI 
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It b Slid hj an old po^^ that tio nao*8 life cm bd 
ealkd happy or unhappy till his death : in like man- 
ner, I have often thoaghtf that no words or actions 
are a better comment on a pcrsoiCs temper and dii* 
positioni than his last will and testaflsint* This is a 
true portraiture of himself, drawn at full length bj Ins 
own hand, in which the painting is coBtmonly rtrf 
lively, and the features very strongly markied» b 
the discharge of this solenm act, peqple sign and snl 
themselves, eidier wise and good chafactarsy or viU 
lains and (boh : and any person that makes a ridicoioM 
will, and bequeaths his money to frivoloos ose% only 
takes a great deal of pains, like Dogbeny in the pbyi 
'< that ht may be set down an ass*'* 

The love of feme governs our actions toon ma» 
versally than any other passion. All the rest gmdodhf 
drop off, but this runs tnrough our whde lives. This 
perhaps is one of the chief inducements, that influences 
wealthy persons to bequeath their possessions to osten- 
tatious uses; and they would as willingly lay out a 
considerable sum in buying a ereat name (if possible) 
at their deaths, as they would bestow it on the pur« 
chase of a coat of heraldry, during their lives* They 
are pleased with leaving some memorial of their exist- 
ence behind them, and to perpetuate the remembrance 
of themselves by the application of their nuuiey to 
some vain.gtorious purposes ; though the good gentle* 
men never aid one act to make themselves remarkable, 
or laid out a single shilling in a laudable manner, 
while they lived. If an Apotheosis were to be bought, 
how many rich scoundrels would be deified after their 
deaths ! not a {dumb in the city but would purchase 
this imaginary eodship, as readily as he paid fer his 
freedom at his nrst setting up ; and I doubt not but 
this fantastical distinction would be more frequent on 
an escutcheon, than a coronet. 

I'he disposal of our fortunes by our last will should 
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lered as the discharge of a sacred trusty which' 
Id endeavour to execute in a just manner; and> 
ve had the enjoyment of rich possessions) we 
irefully to provide^ that they may devolve to 
irho have the most natural claim to them, 
ho may first demand our favour, are those 

allied to us by the ties of blood : next to 
and those persons to whom we are connected 
iship ; and, next to our friends and relations, 

in eeneral. But the humanity of a testatoi' 
be thought very extensive, though it reaches 
rity, or includes the poor in general, if it 
the objects of charity immediately under his 
those individuals, who have the best title to 
rolence. Virgil has placed those rich men, 
owed none of their wealth on their relations, 
e chief personages in his hell. Wherefore I 
vise my good correspondent Mr. Vain all first 
er, whether he has not some poor relation, 
perhaps in some distant part of the kingdom : 
, let him look round) whether he has not 
ids, whom he may possibly relieve from mi-, 
iistress. But if he has no relation, nor any 

the world that has any regard for him, be- 
gins to endow a college, or found an hospital^ 
take it as a particular ^voor if he would 

money to me, and will promise to tmmor* 
memory in the Connoisseur. 



*3 
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N» 130. THURSDAY, JULY 8«, 175«. 



m Xyr<f tilers f et cantor » 

HOR. 

Sweet Yirtuosa ! with what art she sings I 
With what a gusto strikes the tiembliDg strings ! 

1 HAVE just received the following letter from Lady 
Humkin; the musical consort of my late corresponded 
Sir Aaron. I shall not pretend to moderate in fiimily* 
disputes of so important a nature, but leave each parQf 
to speak for themselves. 

Mr. Town, 

Pray hear both sides fairly, before you judge ; fof 
(to use a vulgar expression) one story is good, till the 
other is told. I am, Sir, the unfortunate wife of that 
inelegant (I had almost said insensible) husband, whoj 
in your paper of the eighth instant, pronounces anc 
publishes me to be mad, stark mad. 

I confess and glory in my passion for music : aiM 
can there be a nobler or a more generous one ? M] 
nerves are naturally strung to harmony, and varioaal] 
affected by the various combinations of the gamut 
Some stay in Italy added skill and taste in compo 
sition to my natural happy disposition to music ; an 
the best judges, as well as the best performers in tha 
country, allowed me to have an uncommon share < 
*virtj, I both compose and perform. Sir : and thoug 
I say it, perhaps few, even of the profession, posse 
the contra-punto and the cromaUc better ; and I ha\ 
had the unspeakable pleasure of hearing my compos 
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and my performances dignified in Italy with the 
.moos appellations ofsjuisito, d't*viuoy aindadorfvole, 

there anv madness in this ? Does not he better 
ve that imputation, whose breast is insensible 
impenetrable to all the charms and powers of 
ony ? To be plain, I mean my husband : whom 
re frequently seen yawn, nay leave the room, in 
aiddle of the most touching pathetic, sune by the 

affecting Signora Mingotti, accompanied by the 
le Signer di Giardino. And yet, — pardon this 
:ssive transport, — how irresistible is the expression, 
melody, the cadences, the apogyraturas of that 
mparable 'virtuosa ! What enerey, what delicacy, 

what variety are in the inimitable compositions 

execution of the charming Signor di Giardino! 
at an arpeggio he has, what a staccato^ what an 
ante! In short, I may, I am sure, with truth 
rt, that whether in the allegro or the pianoy the 
g'tOf the largoy or tht /orte, he never had his equal* 
, Mr. Town, what an irretrievable loss has this 
3try sustained ! My good man, among his other 
lifications, is a politician, you must know ; and one 
his principal objections against these virtuosi is, 
t they are foreigners. He flew into a violent 
sion with me last Sunday night, because I had a 
icert at my house, when (he said) such bad news 
re received from abroad. I know not what he, 
r other muddy-headed politicians, may think: but 

him talk what he will of the Blakeney,. the Go- 
*nor, the Admiral, I am sure the nation cannot 
tain a greater evil, than the loss of the Mingotti ; 
lo, as the public prints will inform you, ** is gone 
Holland, till her affairs in England can be settled." 
But however gothic my husband may be, I am fully 
cermined to discharge the duty of a good wife. 
:cordingly, whenever he comes into my room, I sit 
wn to my harpsichordi and sing and ^la^ tke coou 



S9t TBB OOKWblMEITIU 11^ \ 

woodsisijg ]>ieoes of imisk^ in hopes some time or o 
of hitting his iinison> bat hitherto to no purpose; i 
to say t& tmth, I fear he has not one harmonic m 
in his whqk mtem, thoogh otherwise a man of gi 
plain sense. When he intermpts my performances 
m his letter he owns that he does) with wishing 1 
the men from Mother Midnight's, with their wcro 
spoons, salt-boxes, jews-harps, and broomsticicB, ( 
pay in concert with me ; I aqswer him with all tb 
gentleness and calmness imaginable—' Indeed,^ m] 
dear, yoo have not the least notion of these timp* 
It would be impossible to bring those ridiculoas in* 
stmments into a concert, and to adapt a thoroogluhaM 
to them : they have not aboVe three notes at most, ami 
those cannot be $9$tenuie%* * I wish for all that,' an^ 
swers he, < that they were here : I shonM like them 
better than all yoor SignOrs and Signoras ; and I am 
sure they would cost a great deal less.' 

This article of expence he often dwells upon, and 
sometimes even with warmth ; to which I reply, with 
all the mildness that becomes a good wife, ' My dear^ 
you have a good fortune of your own, and I brought 
you still a better. Of what use b money, if not em* 
ployed ? and how can it be better employed, than in 
cncouraginjg^ and rewarding distinguished gutt9 and 
merit ? These people, whom you call ballad^ingers 
and pipers, are people of birth, though for the most 
part ot small fortunes ; and they are much more con* 
sidercd, as you know, in Italy, than all the greater 
ancient Roman heroes, if revived, would now be« 
They leave their own country, where thev are so in* 
finitely esteemed for their moral as well as tneir musical 
t:haracters, and generously sacrifice all these advan- 
ages to our diversion. Besides, my dear, what should 

/e do with our money ? Would you lavish it away 
m foundling bastards ; lying.in women, who have 

I no husbands or too Kiany \ knfommtu beggars^ 
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all whose crin and complaints are the most shocking 
discords ? Or^ suppose that we were to save our 
inoney, and leave our children better fortunes^ who 
knows but thej might, as too many dp, squander 
them away idly ? whereas what we give to these 
virtMosi, we know, is given to merit* For my own 
part, my dear, I have infinite pleasure, when I can 
get any of them to accept of fifty or a hundred 
guineas ; which, by the way, cannot always be brought 
about without some art and contrivance ; for they are 
most ejtceedinely nice and delicate upon the point of 
honoafy especially in the article of money. I look 
upon snch trifling presents as a debt due to superior 
talents and merit ; and I endeavour to insinuate them 
in a wav, that the receiver may not blush.' — Here my 
hnsband breaks out into a violent passion, and says,— - 
* Oons, madam, shew me a virtuoso^ or a virtuosa, (as 
you call them ) who ever blushed in their lives, and I 
will give them the fee simple of my estate.' You see^ 
Mr. Town, what a strange man he is, that he has no 
idea of eleeance and dlvertimenti ; and when he is so 
violently m ahy I will leave you to judge, who it is 
that is mad, stark mad. 

In short, Sir, my husband is insensible, untunabley 
to the most noble, generous, and strongest of all human 
passions, a passion for music. That divine passion alone 
engrosses tne whole soul, and leaves no room for lesser 
and vulgar cares : for you must certainly have observed, 
Mr. Town, that whoever has a passion for, and a 
thorough knowledge of, music, is nt for no one other 
thing. Thus truly informed of my case, I am sure 
jrou will judge equitably between Sir Aaron and 

Your very humble servant, 

Ma&ia Hxtmkih. 
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Prrfectox veteretfue refiffri deiei^ mm imttr 
yifes atque MO%r»s f 

HOR. 

Here the wise youth is deem'd a rey'iend ungt^ 

And shares the honours of grey hadrs and age : 
Th' old dotard here, whomcluldish passions nilet 
Takes for his due name, an infimt and a ibol* 

^O Other .duposition or turn of mind so totally onfitt 
a man for all tDe social offices of li&, as indcdenoe. An 
idle man is a mere blank in the creatioD : he seems made 
for no end, and lives to no purpose. He caimot engage 
himself in any employment or profession^ because he 
will never have diligence enough to follow it : he can 
succeed in no undertaking, for he will never pursue it : 
he must be a bad husband, father, and relation, for he 
will not take the least pains to preserve his wife, chiL 
dren, and family^ from starving : and he must be a worth- 
less friend, for he would not draw his hand from his bosom, 
though to prevent the destruction of the universe. If 
he is bom poor,' he will remain so all his life, which he' 
will probaoly end in a ditch, or at the gallows : if he 
embarks in trade, he will be a bankrupt : and if he is 
a person of fortune, his stewards will acquire immense 
estates, and he himself perhaps will die in the Fleet. 

It should be considered, that nature did not brine 
us into the world in a state of perfection, but has leK 
us in a capacity of improvement ; which should seem 
to intimate, that we should labour to render ourselves 
excellent. Very few are such absolute idiots, as not 
to be able to become at least decent, if not eminent. 
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in thetr several stations^ by unwearied and keen appli- 
cation : nor are there any possessed of such transcen. 
dant genius and abilities, as to render all pains and dili- 
gence unnecessary. Perseverance will overcome diffi- 
culties, which at first appear insuperable ; and it is amaz- 
ing to consider, how great and numerous obstacles may 
be removed by a continual attention to any particular 
point, I will not mention here the trite example of 
Demosthenes, who got over the greatest natural impedi- 
ments to oratory, but content myself with a more 
modern and famUiar instance. Being at Sadler's Wells 
a few nights ago, I could not but admire the surpriz- 
ing feats of activity there exhibited, and at the same 
time reflected, what incredible pains and labour it must 
have cost the performers, to arrive at the art of 
writhing their bodies into such various and unnatural 
contortions. But I was most taken with the ingenious 
artist, who, after fixing two bells to each foot, the 
same number to each hand, and, with great propriety, 
placing a cap ^nd bells on his head, played several 
tunes, and went through as regular triple peals and 
Bob Majors, as the boys of Christ-Church Hospital ; 
all which he effected by the due jerking of his arms 
and legs, and nodding his head backward and forward. 
If this artist had taken equal pains to employ his head 
in another way, he might perhaps have been as deep a 
proficient in numbers as Jedediah Buxton, or at least a 
tolerable modern rhimer, of which he is now no bad 
emblem : and if our fine ladies would use equal diligence, 
they might fashion their minds as successfully, as Madam 
Catharina distorts her body. 

There is not in the world a more useless idle animal, 
than he who contents himself with being merely a 
gentleman. He has an estate, therefore he will not 
endeavour to acquire knowledge : he is not to labour 
in any vocation, therefore he will do nothing. But 
the misfortune is, that there is no such thing in nature 
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as negatiFt Yirtoef and that ab 
impracticable, Hcy who docs no % 
do mischief; and the mindf if it i 
useful knowledge, wDl necessarily k 
of nonsense and trifles* Wherefb 
though he is not obliged to rise to c 
work at his trade, may always fin 
rmployine his time to advantage, 
advances m wisdom, he will become 1 
slave to folly : and he that does nothi 
has nothing to do, will become vicious 
or at best ridicoloos and contemptible. 

I do not know a more melancholy « 
nan of an honest heart and fine natural ai 
good qualities are thus destroyed by ind 
a person is a constant ]:^gue to all hi 
acquaintance, with all the means in his po' 
to their happiness ; and suffers himself to 
the lowest characters, when he might r 
conspicuous among the highest. Nobo 
universally beloved, and more universal 
than my friend Careless. He is a human< 
never did a beneficent action : and a man 
integrity, on whom it is impossible to dep 
the best head, and the best heart, he i 
conduct in the most absurd manner, an 
injures his friends : for whoever neglects t 
to himself, must inevitably wrong those 
he is connected ; and it is by no means a t 
that an idle man hurts nobody but himself. 

Virtue then is not to be considered in t 
mere innocence, or abstaining from harm 
exertion of our faculties in doing good : as ' 
he had let a day slip, undistinguished by 
virtue, cried out, * 1 have lost a day.* 1 
our time in this light, how many days si 
back upon as irreuievably lost \ and to he 
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€oiapasB woafd sodi a netbod of caloulaticnirajiieitty 
redace the* longest life? If we were to mminer our 
days» according ai we have applied them to Tiirtne, k 
would occasion strange reToibtions in the Hianner of 
reckoning the ages of men. We ahodd «ee some 
few arrived to a good old age in the prime of thek 
youth, and meet with several 7001^ kIIows of four* 
score. 

Agreead3le to this way of dunking, I remember to 
have met with die epitaph of an aged man, foor yean 
old'; dating his existence from the time of hia tefot^ 
mation from evil courses. The inscriptions on mo9t 
tomb-stones coaamcmorate no acts of virtue performed 
by the persons who lie under them, but only recovd^ 
chat they were born one day, and died another. But 
I would fain have those people, whose lives have been 
useless, rendered of some service after their deaths, 1^ 
a^rding lessons of instruction and morality to those 
they leave behind them. Wherefore I conld wish, 
that, in every parish, several acres were marked outfoi: 
a new and spacious burying-ground : in which every 
person, whose remains are there deposited, should have 
a small stone laid over thejn, reckoning their age, ac- 
cording to the manner in which they improved tit 
abused the time allotted them in their lives* In such 
circumstances, the plate on a coffin might be thtf 
highest panegyric which the deceased could receive % 
and a little square stone, inscribed with 06. Ann, Mtat* 
80, would be a nobler enlogium, than all the lapidary 
adulation of modem epitaphs. In a burying-ground of 
this nature, allowing for the partiality of survivors, 
which would certainly point out the most brilliant 
actions of their dead friends, we might perhaps see 
some inscriptions, not much unlike the following. 

Here lie the remains of a celebrated beauty, aged 50, 
who died in her fifth year. She was born in her eigh- 
teenth year, and was untimely killed by the small. \^^ 
in her twenty-thirdt 

YOL0 XXXIJ, T 
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Here retts» in eternal ikc^ the mortil put of L. B. 
a fireethtnker» aged 88| an infiuit* He aune into the 
world by chance in the year «— j and was annihilated 
in the firtt year of hit age. 

Here continoe to rot the bones of a noted bock, an 
embryoy which never shewed any signs of life ; but 
after twenty.three years was so totally potrified^ that 
it could not be kept above ground any longer. 

Here lies the swoln carcase of a boon conipinion> 
who was bom in a dropsv in his 40th year. He lin> 
gered in this condition^ till he was obliced to be tapped ; 
when he relapsed into his fonner conditkm, and died 
in the second year of his agCj and twenty .third of bis 
drinking. 

Here lies Isaac Da.Costa, a convert firon Jodaisniy 
aged 64. He was bom and christened in his sixty^iint 
year, and died in the true faith in the third year of his 

age. 

Here is deposited the body of the celebrated beau 
Tawdry, who was bcm at court in the year — , on 
a birthnighr, and died of grief in his second year, upon 
the court's going into mourning. 

Here rots A* B, still-bom, who died of a fright on 
the 20th of May, 1756". 

Here rests from his labours the brave general B. 
who died about the J 00th year of his age, older than 
Methuselah. 
O 
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OM ptqfaiutm vulrits et arct$^ 

MOR, 

I hate the vulgar, nor will condescend 

To cail a £>ul.mouth*d handicratUman friend* 

L Khow not anf greater misfertune, that can happen to 
t foung^ fellow at his fint letting out in life^ tnan hit 
blUng into low company. He tnat sinks to fatnilia- 
nty with persons much below his own level, will be 
constantly weighed down by his base connections ; and. 
t!K)iigh he may easily plunge still lowerj he wiU find 
tc almost impossible ever to rise again. He will also 
inevitably contract a mean air, and an illiberal dispo- 
sition ; and you can no more give him an ingenaous 
him of mina> by a sadden introduction to genteel 
company, than you can make an apfrrentice 4 fine 
gentleman, by (uessing him in embroidery: though 
experience teaches us, that the mind is, nnhiTppi^t 
sooner distorted than reformed ; and a gentleman will 
as readily catch the manners of the vulgar, by miiunjg 
with such mean associates, as he would daub hia 
doches with soot, by running against a chimneju 
sweeper. 

A propensity to low company is owing;, either to tn 
original meanness of spirit, a want of ec&cationt or aif 
illr placed pride, commonly arising fr<nn both the foie* 
mentioned causes. Those, who are naturally of a 
grovelling disposirion, shew it even at school, bf 
choosing their play-fellows from the scam of the dass ; 
and are never so nappy, as when they can steal down 
to romp with the servants in the kitcnen* Th8s\ bkH« 
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no emulation in them ; they entertain none of that de 
cent pride^ which is so essential a requisite in all cha 
racters ; and the total absence of which> in a hoy, is 
c^ain indication that his ri^^r age will be contemptible 
I remember a young fellow of this cast, who, by hi 
early attachment to low compflmy, eave up all the ad 
vantages of a good family and ample fortune. He nc 
only lost all his natural interesc m the coon^, whcr 
his estate was situated, but was not honoured with tli 
acquaintance of ooe gentleman tn it. He lircd, ir 
deed, chiefly in town, and at an expence sofficient t 
have maintained him among those of the £rst rank 
but he was so perpetually surrounded with men of tli 
lowest character, tliat people of ^shion, or even thoi 
of a much inferior fortune* would have thought it ic 
famous to be seen with him. All the while, he ws 
ieckooed, by his associates, to be a mighty good^m 
tured gentleman, and without the least bit of pride i 
iiim. 

It is one of the greatest advantages of educatioi 
that it encourages an ingenuous spirit, and cultivate 
a liberal disposition. We do not wonder, that a la 
who has never been sent to school, and whose facoltic 
hate been suffered to rust at the hall-housc, shoul 
form too close an intimacy with his best friends, tl: 
groom and the game. keeper ; but it would aimazc i 
to see a boy, well-educated, cherish this ill-place 
pride of being^ as it is called, the head of the compan} 
A person of this humble ambition will be very wc 
content to pay the reckoning, for the honour of bein 
distinguished by the title of The Gentleman : while h 
is unwilling to associate with men of fashion, lest the 
should be nis superiors in rank or fortune ; or wit 
men of parts, lest they should excel him in abilitie 
Sometimes, indeed, it nappens, that a person of geniu 
and kaming will stoop to receive the incense of mca 
and illiterate Batterers in a porter-house or cyder-cel 
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tar ; and I fcaKfnber to hart beard of a poet, who 
was ofice eaaglit in a Inwdf.hoiisc in the very fact of 
reading hb veiiei to the good old mother and a circle 
gf her daughter*. 

' There ace lome few, who have been fed into low 
eomponf , merely from an afiectation of humour ; and, 
from a detiif of leeing the droller stents of life, have 
descended to associate with the meanest of iht moby 
and picked their cronies from lanes and alleys. The 
moat scffhtng instance I know of this low pasaion for 
drotlery h Tohy Bamperi a young fellow of family and 
ftifdkne, and not withoet. talents, who ha» taken more 
than ordinary pains to degrade himself; and is now 
iMcome almost $9 low a character, as any of those 
whom he has chosen (ot his companions. Toby will 
drink porri in a morning, smoke hit pipe in a night« 
cellar, dive for a dinner, or eat black-puddings at 
Bartholomew feir, for the humour of the thing. He 
has also stuctied, and practises, all the j^ebeian arts and 
eKercises, tinder the best masters ; and has disgraced 
hfimfelf with every impolite accomplishment. He haa 
had many a set-to with Bockhorse ; and has now and 
then had the honow of receiving a fall from the great 
Brougbton himself. Nobody is better ""known among 
the hackney-coachmen, as a brother whip: at the' 
noble game of prison-bars, he is a match even for the 
natives of Essex or Cheshire ; and he is frequently en- 
gaged in the Artillery -ground with Faulkner and 
Dingate at cricket, and is himself esteemed as good a 
bat as either of the Bennets. Another of Toby's fa- 
vourite amusements is, to attend the executions at Ty. 
bum : and it once happened, that one of his familiar 
intimates was unfortunately brought thither ; when 
Toby carried his regard to his deceased fri^d so far, 
as to get himself knocked down in endeavouring to 
rescue the body from the surgeons. 

As Toby aficcts to mimic, in every particular, the 
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m ltd manner of dit Y«lg»r» he neycr ftili i 
his coofc r t a tkm with thor cnqphttic ottlu. 
picttive dialect; trhich i ccim iBn c n d hia ai 
of exodlent hnnKm and high fvn, anMOff d 
•pints at Comos's ooort^ or at the meetu^ 
< sons of sonod sense and satisfiictioo.' ffeiaal 
ticabrlf hmom for sineing those cant sqpgs, 
op in die baibaroos Samct of sharpers and 
pockets ; the homoor of which he often heMnoa 
sciewingnp his moatb^ and roUiiw dxnt a ume 
of tobacco between his jawsw Inese and other 
acoompUshmenu fre^oendy prooioie him to tht i 
in these fiwetious societies, 

Tobjr hu indolgcd the same nodons of hamoor c 
in his amours ; am is wdl known to every stn 
walker between Charing*aoss apd Cheapside. T 
has ctTcn several shocks to his eonsdtatton, and ofi 
intmved him in unlucky scrapes. He has been fi 
quentl^ bruised, beatei^ and kidced> by the bullies. < 
Wappine, and Fleet-ditch ; and was once souodl 
drubbed oy a soldier, for en^ging with his trulU i 
St, James's park. The last time f saw him, he wj 
laid up with two black e^es and a broken ^te, whid 
he ffot in a midnight skirmish, about a nustress, in 
nignt'CcUar, 
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Sex kvrat nmno^ Midtm des legtkut ttfah ; 

Q^^atuor arakh, des epulitque dttas, 
Qjfd suptrest^ mio'i sacris largirt CAtn^fnls,* 

CO. LITT, 

TO MR. TOWN. 
Sir, Middk Temple. 

If we look into the several inns of coanv the prafiused 
students of the law compose a very numerous body : 
but if we afterwards turn our eyes on those few, who 
are employed in exercising their talents in Wcstiqin^ 
ster-Hall, this prodigious army of lawyers shrinks to a 
very thin and inconsiderable corps. Thousands, it 
seems, are dbgusted with the unpleasing dryness of the 
study, as it is now managed, and conceive an uncon- 
querable aversion to the white leaves and the old black 
letter. This early dislike to legal inquiries certainly 
proceeds from the fatal mistakes in the plan of study, 
hitherto recommended. According to all systems now 
extant, it i^ absolutely impossible to be at once a 
jUwyer and a fine gentleman. Seeing with concern 
the many evils arising from these erroneous principles^ 
I have at length devised a method to remedy all thest 
inconveniencies ; a method, now very successfully, 
practised by several .young gentlemen. Wherefore I 
must beg leave to submit my thoughts to the public by 
ineans of your paper, and to chalk out the oilt.lines of 
a treatise, now ready for the press, intitled The Com. 
glete Barrister, or, A New Institute of the Laws oi 
England* 

* See the translation in the bcdy 9f the paper. 
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My lord Coke prescribes to our stut 
the advice eiven in the ancient verses, p 
letter»for Sit good iptnding of the day 
cd deept six to the study m the hw, f< 
two to meals^ and the rest to the Muses, 
an absurd and unfashionable distribution 
and-twenty hoars ! I will venture a thot 
to a shilling that not one student in the 
vides bis time in this manner. Here is 
word of Vauxhall, Ranelagh^ the theatret 
public diversions ; not to inentioni that nc 
nicthodist would ever think of praying i 
and that it would be impossible, though we 
tent with tnannng u^ a chop every day at \ 
dispatch even oinner in two. How then sh 
eondle these precepts, scarce practicable by 
to the life of a young gentleman, who keep 
company ^ or how can these rules for severe ap 
be made consistent with the practice of those, 
vide their whole time between eating, drinkin; 
ing, and amusements ? • Wdl knowing that the 
dispositions of the young gentlemen of the prci 
can never submit the ordering of their lives 
prescribed rules, I have endeavoured to square ; 
cepts to their lives : and have so contrived t 
ter, that, amidst the keenest pursuit of their p] 
they shall be engaged in the most improving a 
the law. 

As laws are chiefly nothing else but rules of 
what can be more cruel and absurd, than to cc 
brisk young man, to learn, in hh chambers, i 
can so much better teach himself by going abrc 
the world ? I propose to dose gentfemen with si 
^r. Rock does with physic, to be taken at 1 
broad, without loss of time, or hindrance of b 
'his, I am convinced, is not only the best r 

t also the only scheme which several inhabii 
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the intu of coart woald ever follow. I shadi not at 
present feteitall the contents of my treatise^ by present. 
ing you with a dry abstract of it, bat rather endea. 
-voor to oiv« yon an idea of the spiut-and manner in 
which it u written, by delineating the plan diligently 
puTwed hf one of my £ivoarite pupils : and I cannot 
but con^tatdate the bar, that so man^ young m^ in^* 
stead of blinding their eyes and bewildering their un* 
dersundings with Coke, Piovden, Salkeki, &c. have 
sense enough to follow the same course, of study. - 

Tom Riot, the principal ornament of my cku of 
students was sent to the Temple, not with any inten. 
tion that he should become a great lawyer, but merely 
because, for a few yean, his uther did not know how 
to dispose of him otherwise : but so unwearied haa 
been his application to the new method, that his £ither 
and the rest of his friends will, I doubt not, be sur. 
prised at his wonderful proficiency. As nothmg is of 
more consequence to those gentlemen^ who intend to 
harangue at the bar, than the ao^uiring a ready elocn. 
tion, and an easy hadoit of deliverii^ their thouehts ia 
public, to this I paid particular attention. For thia 
porpose, I advised him to a diligent attendance on the 
theatres ; and I assure you, Mr. Town, he never faila 
to take notes at a new play, and seldom or never misses 
appearing, at one house or the other,* in the green boxes* 
He has also gathered roanv beautifid flowers of rhe* 
toric, unblown upon by all other orators, ancient or 
modem, from the Robon Hood society; and at the 
same place he has collected the strongest arguments on 
every subject, and habituated himsen to mcdes of rea. 
soning never hitherto introduced into courts of justice* 
But what has been of more than ordinary service ta 
him, and h particularly recommended by lord Coke 
himself, who calls * conference the life of study,' ik 
his so frequent attendance at George'a and the other 
cofiee-houses about the Temple, where Q\tfy student 
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hat 10 manjr oppomnkkt of bflBefifiv hioidC hf 
daily oonYersadon with coi i n^lkifi^ au pi ui M ^ ckritt w 
attonucsy and other aaget <£ the hw. 

The law it intended fo take c o gniM nce of all OH 
actioot : whefcfixt nrf popilt who it find of cxefd^g 
hit fiicoldjct in polite life^ hat alicady digoaiod alaoii 
all the gripd leading pointt of the law into a joonal 
of hb tramacftifln t» which I thall lay befaro my waden 
at largv in my tteatiae^'at the hett nKthod|br a cqhm 
nKMupbo^book. Thnt^ lor inttanm^. kivim hm 
frequently employedf.afttr learing the Sbaktpcw^. to 
what it called beating the taundh ithat hq^pened ic 
lyjtft to- be taken into cnttody by the . mitfnttCBim of thfl 
ni^t» and carried the next mocning-bmraa iattioej 
by which meana he hat attained at fOl a knowl^ge oi 
certain parttof the dnttrof a conttable and inatic* m 
peace, at coold be colkcted from Dthnn, iffaokiiliyi 
or Burn. Certain inqperdncncet of hit tailof. anc 
other tradetmen have given him a very dear notion d 
the lawt of arrest, and been of at mocn tervice to Uao 
at the bett treatitet on bail and mainprize. Betida 
which, the teveral somt of money which he hat taken 
up at difieient times, payable on hit fiuber^t deatl^ 
have opened to him some difficult poinu in oonvejr« 
ancing, by teaching him the natnre of bonds, deedti 
Sec. and have at the tame time thewn him whit Lord 
Coke calls, << the amiable and admirable tecrett of the 
common law," by unravelling to him the intricate doc. 
trines of reversion and remaiiSer, at well at the genera] 
nature of esutes. Thus he is contioually improvii^; 
and whenever he shall happen to commit a rape, or a 
^nteel murder, it will serve him for matter of instruc- 
tion, as well at any history of the pleu of the crown, 
and give him an insight into the nature of the practice 
and extent of the jurisdiction of our courts of justice. 

By this planof study no time it lott; to that, while 
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Other itudents are idling away their racation in the 
country^ my pupil Is daily improving there. As ht 
is a member of the associationy he is very conversaht 
in all the laws enacted for the preservation of the 
rane ; and he picks up all the learning of the circuit, 
pj dancing at the balls at the assizes. As his father 
has a place^ he is employed in canvassing for votes at 
the time of an election^ which instruas him in all the 
points of law touching those matters. He was princi. 
pally oonoemed in discovering the Customary Tenants, 
that new species of freeholders unknown to Littleton, 
Coke, and all the lawyers of antiquity : and he is so 
intimately acquainted with all the doctrine contained 
in the several clauses of the bribery act, that I propose' 

Siblsthine in the body of my treatise Let Readings 
elMoHSeifnior Riot Sur VEstatute dt % Geo. II. \Se. 
By this time, Mr. Town, you must perceive> that 
the ground of my scheme is, in short, no more than 
this, viz. that the student should regard his life as a 
kind of commentary on the law, as it is recommended 
to the clergy to become examples of the doctrine they 
teach. Or, to bring my illustration more home t^ 
these gentlemen^ let them learn the law by being occa- 
sionaliy interested in different parts of it ; as they be« 
come, in some measure^ doctors of physic from frequent 
need of it, and can cure themselvesj in certain cases, 
as well as Rock himself. Instead of poring over books, 
a gentleman need only observe, how far the law and 
his actions tally with each other; and as it is said by 
Lord CokC) <' that the knowledge of the law is like a 
*< deep welly out of which each man draweth accord. 
« ing to the strength of his undersunding," so, in 
pursuance of my plan, the student will improve ac 
cording to the eaeemess with which he engages in his 
pleasures : and this, no doubt, was inten£d by Lord 
Coke, as it is the most obvious interpretation of his 
words, when he concludes the com^tioa b^ (a.'^v^^^ 
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that '< whcs the p io fe wor of die bnr-caa diTe k 
^< the deptbt it it ddightfidf eatyj and. without « 
'' heav7 tHuthcn, to hog m he keeps himtelf in 1 
<< own proper dement/' 

What plany Mr, Towos can- be VBOve ddightfi 
eaiXf and without ai^ beairy hurthen* than inttitDi 
of thia nature? I have indeed often Uxkicd with oo 
cem upon those onhn»y gentlemeoy who hare taspair 
their health by the old method of stnd/» aodcontider 
themasmartyntohuge volaroes of reports and stato 
at krge: my pupils will be in no danger of these mi 
fortunes. It is reoorded of an eminent coonseQar, • 
the North family, {who, being one of the ablest pn 
citioners at the bar, wasorerloaded withb«itoess») tl 
aometimes choosing to retire a while from harry a 
perplexity, he woi£l say to his cleric, «< Tdl the pe 
<< pie I do not practise this term." This proper ma 
ation I always recommend to my pupils, and ha 
some reason to think they are prudent enough to ei 
brace it ; for^ as I am acquainted with several studer 
on the new plan^ and do not remember to have se 
them doing any business in the courts for some time, 
suppose they had given notice to their clerks *< 
<< tell the people that they did not practise in the 
^* terms.*' 

I am> Sir, your humble servant, 

IGNORAMU 
W 
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Delirta majorum immtrt'tus luts^ 
Romane^ donee lempia ref^cerls 
Xifs'fut lukentes Deo^um^ tt 
FmiUuign simulacra fumo. 

HOR. 

The tott*ring tow'r, and mould'ring waUs repair. 
And fill with decency the house of pray'r : 
Quick to the needy curate bring relief. 
And deck the parish-church without a brief. 

MR. VILLAGE TO MR. TOWN. 

Dear Covsinj 

1 HE country at present^ no less than the metropolis^ 
abounding with politicians of every kindi I begun to 
despair of picking up any intelligence) that might 
poM.ibly be entertaining to your readers. However^ I 
nave lately visited some 6i the moat distant parts of 
the kingdom with a clergyman of my acquaintance : I 
shall not trouble you with an. account of the improve^ 
ments that have been made in the seats we saw accord*, 
ing to the modern taste, but proceed to give you 
some reflections, which occurred tp us on (H>serving 
several country churches, and the behaviour of their 
congregations. 

The ruinous condition of some of these edifices 
gave me great offence ; and 1 could not help wishing, 
that the honest vicar, instead of indulging his genius 
for improvements, by inclosing his gooseberry-bushes 
within a Chinese rail, and converting half an. acre of 
his glebe land into a bowling-gteenj^ would have applied 
¥01. xxxn, u 
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part of hit inoome to the matt Indable jpupoiCi 
skeltering ids ptrishioners fiom the weather^ dm 
their attendance on divine service. It is no onoooH 
thing to see the parsonage-house wdl thatcbe^ 
in exceedmg good repair, white the church perhaps 
scarce any other root than the ivf that grows ovei 
The noise of owls, bats, and magpies^ makea aprii 
pal part of the charch-masic in many of theae aad 
edifices; and the walls, like a large map^ seem t« 
portioned oat into capes, seas, and prookftatories^ 
the various coloiiis with which the dan^ have stai 
tbenu Sometimes, the foundation being too wttk 
support the steeple any longer, it has been fcood 
pedlient to pull down that part of the building, am 
liang the bells under a wooden shed on the gnu 
beside it. This is the case In a parish in Norft 
through which I lately passed, and where the dcik ; 
the sexton, like the two figures at St. Dunstai 
serve the bells in capacity of clappers, by strik 
them alternately with a hammer* 

In other churches I have observed, that noth 
unseemly or ruinous is to be found, except in the d 
gyman, and the appendages of his person. The 'squ 
of the parish, or nu ancestors perhaps, to testify d 
devotion, and leave a lasting monument to their mi 
nificence, have adorned the altar-piece with the ricb 
crimson velvet, embroidered with vine-leaves and e 
of wheat ; aiKl have dressed up the pulpit with i 
same splendour aiKl expetKC ; while the gcntlem 
who fills it, is exalted, m the midst of all this fine] 
with a surplice as dirty as a farmer's frock, and 
periwig that seems to* have transferred it's faculty 
curling to the band, which appears in full buckle I 
neath it. 

But if I was concerned to see several distress 
pastors, as well as many of our country churches ir 
tottering condition, 1 was more offended with the i 
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decency of wixrship in othen. I could wish that the 
dcrgjr wonld inform their congregations, that there it 
no occasion to scream themselves hoarse in making 
the responses; that the town-crier is not the only 
person qualified to pray with due devotion ; and that 
he who oawls the loudest may^ nevertheless, be the 
wickedest fellow in the parish. The old women too 
in the aile misht be told, that their time would be 
better employed in attending to the sermon, than in 
fiimUing over their tatttted testaments till tbe^ have 
fbaad the text ; by which time the disooone is near 
drawinjij to a^ condnsion: while a word or two of 
instrucuon might not be thrown away upon the 
yoonger part of the congregation, to teach them, 
that makmg posies in summer time, and cracking 
nuts in autumn, is no part of the religious ceremony. 

The sood old practice of psalm-singing is, indeedy 
wondertullv improved in many country cnurches since 
the days ot Stemhold and Hopkins ; and there is scarce 
a parish-clerk, who has so little taste as not to pick 
his staves out of the New Version. This has occa- 
aicmed great complaints in some places, where the 
clerk has been forced to bawl by himself, because the 
lest of the congregation cannot find the psalm at the 
end of their prayer-books ; while others are highly . 
ditgnsped at the innovation, and stick as obstinately to 
the old Version as to the old style. The tunes them- 
selves have also been new-set to jiggish measures } and 
the sober drawl, which used to accompany the first two 
staves of the hundredth psalm with the Gloria Patri, is 
now split into as many quavers as an Italian air. For 
this puipose there is in every county an itinerant band 
of vocal musicians, who make it their business to go 
round to all the churches in their turns, and, after a 
prelude with the pitch-pipe, astonish the audience with 
Iiymna set to the new Winchester measure, and 
anthems of their own composing. As these new. 
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fashioned psalmodists are neceftsarity made up of yoo 
men and maids, we may naturally suppaie» that th 
IS a perfect concord and symphony between them : a 
indeed^ I have known it happen, that these am 
singers have more than onoe been brouffht into c 
grace, by too close an imison between the thocoo; 
bass and the treble. 

It is a difficult matter to decide, which is lool 
upon as the greatest man in a country chorch, the e 
son or his clerk. The latter is most certainly helo 
higher veneration, where the former happens to be o 
a poor curate, who rides post erety sabbath fhim Till 
to village, and moonts and dismounts at the char 
door. The clerk's ofice is not only to tag the pray 
with an amen, or usher in the sermon with a sta' 
but he is also the universal father to rive away 
brides, and the standing god-father to all the new.b 
bantlings. But in many places there is a still gra 
man bekmging to the church, than either the parsor 
the clerk himself. The person I mean is the 'Squi 
who, like the king, may be styled head of the chn 
in his own parish. If the benefice be in his own g 
the vicar is his creature, and of consequence entirel; 
his devotion : or, if the care of the church be lefi 
a curate, the Sunday fees of roast beef and pi 
pidding, and a liberty to shoot in the manor, ^ 
bring him as much under the 'Squire's command as 
dogs and horses. For this reason the bell is often k 
tolling, and the people waiting in the church-yard, 
hour longer than the usual time ; nor must the serv 
begin till the 'Squire has strutted up the aile, ] 
seated himself in the great pew in the chancel. 1 
length of the sermon is also measured by the will 
the 'Squire, as formerly by the hour-glass : ami I kn 
one parish, where the preacher has always the co 
plaisance to conclude his discourse, howexcr abrupt 
the minute that the 'Squire gives the signal, by ris: 
up after his nap. 
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In ft vilUce cfaorcb, the 'Squre't lidf or the ricar't 
wife are pemapi t&e onlf femalet, that are ittred at 
lor their fincrf: bat in the larger cities and toivvii^ 
where the newest fiuhions are brought down week!/ by 
the stage-coach or waggon, all i& wives and daueh- 
tersof the most topping tradesmen vie with each otner 
every Sunday in tne elegance of their apparel. I could 
even trace the gradations in their dress^ according 
to the opulence, the extent, and the disunce of the 
plac6 from London. I was at church in a populous 
city in the North, where the mace-bearer cleared the 
way for Mrs. Mayoress, who came sidling after him in 
an enormous &n.hoop, of a pattern which had never 
been seen before in those parts. At another church, 
in a corporation town, I saw sereral Negligeei, with 
furbelowed aprons, which had long disputed the prize 
of superiority : but these were most woefully eclipsed 
by a burgjess's daughter, just come from London, who 
appeared in a TroUopiped or Slammerkin, with treble 
ruffles to the cuffs, pmked and gymped, and the tides 
cf the petticoat drawn op in festoons. In some ksser 
borougn towns, the contest, 1 found, lay between 
three or four black and jgreen bibs and aprons : at ono 
a grocer's wife attractedour eyes, by a new.fashion'd 
cap, called a Joan ; and, at another, they were wholly 
taken up by a mercer's daughter, in a hfun's Hood. 

I need not say any thing of the behaviour of the 
congregations in these more polite places of religious 
resort ; as the same geiHeel ceremonies are praaised 
there, as at the most fashionable churches in town. 
The ladies immediately on their entrance, breathe a 

K' s ejaculation through their fan-<ticks, and the 
X veiy gravely address themselves to the haber- 
dashers bins, glewed upon the linings of their hats. 
This pious duty is no sooner performed, than the exer- 
cise of bowing and curtsying succeeds : the locking 
and unlocking of the pews drowns the reader's vtnce 
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at the begimiinff of the service; and the rast 
sUksy added to ue whiipering and titterinj^ ojF ti 
good Goiiipan^t renders him totally oointelligibk 
very end of it. 

I am» dear Cousin, youi 
T 
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rSw tapere^ et toJot mio bene vtvere^ fwerum 
Consplcitur nitidis fundata fecunia v flits. 

Hv/R* 

O Cit thrice bappf, that canst range 
To Bow or Clapham from the 'Change; 
In whose spruce Villa is display'd 
The plum, thou ha^t acquir'd by trade ! 

1 AM sorry to have provoked the resentment < 
of our present poets by rejecting their compc 
whichy as they abounded in high-flown metap] 
compound epithets, were, I feared, too sublime 
humole province of plain prose. I have four 
the same poetical genius, which could soar to i 
can be whetted to a most cutting Satire against 
my works : and one in particular has poured f 
whole wrath upon me in an Acrostic. But I r 
offer any apoloey for laying the following verse 
the public, which may be considered as a sup 
to a former paper on the like subject. T 
elegance, which runs through the whole, will 
distinguish them to come from the same hai 
has more than once obliged us in the course 
undertaking. 
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THE wealthy Ctt^ grown old in tradcj 
Now wishes for the roral shade. 
And buckles to his one horse-chair 
Old Dobbin, or the founder'd mare ; 
While wedg'd in closely by his side 
Sits Madam, his unwieldy bride. 
With Jacky on a stool before 'em ; 
And out they jog in due decorum. 
Scarce past the turnpike half a mile, 
How all the country seems to smile ! 
And as they slowly jog together. 
The Cit commends the road and weather; 
While Madam doats upon the trees. 
And longs for ev'ry house she sees ; 
Admires it's views, it's situation ; 
And thus she opens her oration. 

'< What signify the loads of wealth. 
Without that richest jewel, health ? 
Excuse the fondness of a wife, 
Who doats upon your precious life ! 
Such ceaseless toil, such constant care* 
Is more than human strength can bear : 
One may observe it in your face — ' 
Indeed, my dear, you break apace : 
And nothing can your health repair. 
But exercise and country air. 
Sir Trafiick has a house you know. 
About a mile from Cheney-Row : 
He's a good man, indeed, 'tis true ; 
But not so warm, my dear, as you : 
And folks are always apt to sneer— 
Qne would not be outdone, my dear." 

Sir Trafiick's name, so well apply'd, 
Awak'd his brother merchant's pride ; 
And Thrifty, who had all his me 
Paid utmost dePrence to his wife^ 
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ConfessMj h^ argument hadl icttoo i 
Andy by th' ap»proachifig somiiMfr muoop 
Draws a few hundreds mm tha stock-. 
And purchases his. aoumrf box* 

Some three or fomr mile dot of towfi, 
(An hour's ride will bring yoa down^) 
He fixes on his choice ab^e. 
Not half a furlong from the road : 
And so convenient does it lay^ 
The stages pass it er'ry day : 
And then so snugy so mighty pretty^ 
To have a house so near the aty! 
Take but your places at the Boar, 
You're set down at the vefy door. 

Well then« suppose them fix'd at last, 
White-washing> paintings .scrubbing past ; 
Hugging themselves in ease and clover. 
With ail the fuss of moving over : . 
Lo ! a new heap of. whims are bred. 
And wanton in my lady*s head. 
" Well ! to be sore, it mast be own'd. 
It is a charming spot of ground ; 
So sweet a distance for a ride. 
And all about so coontryfy'd ! 
'Twould come to but a trifling pricCj 
To make it quite a paradise. 
I cannot bear those nasry rails, 
Those ugly, broken, mouldy pales 
Suppose, my dear, instead of these, 
We build a railing all Chinese. 
Although one hates to be expos 'd, 
'Tis dismal to be thus inclos'd : 
One hardly any object sees — 
I wish you'd fell those odious trees. 
Objects continual passing by 
Were something to amuse toe eye ; 
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In front a kvellswn ti teen, 
Withoar a thnib upon the gieen t 
Wliere taM would want tt'a im great hw. 
Bat for the ikolking djr h84ia: 
By wboie mitaculout aitittance 
You gain a pconpect two fiddt distance* 
And now fiom Hrde-Park oorner come 
The Gods of Atbent and of Hooiex 
Here Moabby Co^ds take their jlaeest 
With Venof and the domsTjinNca : 
Apollo there, with aim «» dSftr, 
Stretches his leaden bsw for ever; 
And there without the poiprer to ty. 
Stands fix'd a ctp«toe Mercury. 

The villa thus completely grac*di 
All own, that Thrifty has a taste: 
And Madam's femik ftiends and cousins^ 
With Common.Coundl-Men by dozjenh 
Flodc cv'nr Sunday to the seat. 
To stare about them, and to eat. 
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MART« 

To paint mankind, our sole pretence { 
And all our wisdom, common sense. 

\y E, whosebusiness It is to write loose estty s, and wl 
never talk above a quarter of an hour together on an 
one subject, are not expected to enter into philosophic 
disquisitions, or engage in abstract speculations : out 
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is supposed to be oiv principal aim to amnse and instract 
the reader, bf a lively icpresentation of what passes 
round about him. Thus, like thoie painters, who 
delineate the scenes of familiar life, we sometimes 

S*TC a sketch of a marriage a Im m^it^ sometimcsdraw 
e outlines of a modem midnight conversation, at 
another time pint the comical distresses of itinerant 
tragedians in a bam, and at another give a full draught 
of uie rake's or harlot's progress. Somerimes we divert 
the public by exhibiung single portraits; and when 
we meet with a subject, where the features are strongly 
marked by nature, and there is something peculiarly 
characteristic in the whole manner, we employ our* 
tdres in drawing the piece at full loigth. In a word, 
we consider all mankind as situng for their pictures, 
and endeavour to work up our pieces with lively traits, 
and eipbellish them with beautiful oolourins: and 
though perhaps they are not always highly finished, 
yet mey seldom fail of pleasing some few, at least, of 
the vast multitude of Critics and Connoisseurs, if 
we are so happv as to hit off a striking likeness. 
. There is pmiaps no knowledge more requisite, and 
certaiidy none at present more ardently sought after, 
than the knowledge of the world. In this science we 
are more particuurly expected to be adepts, as well 
as to initiate, or at least improve, our readers in it. 
And though this knowleage cannot be collected 
altoi^har from books, yet (as Pope says) '< men may 
be read, as well as books, too much ; " and it is to 
be lamented, that many, who have only consulted 
the volume of life, as it lay open before them, have 
rather become worse, than better, by their studies. 
They, who have lived wholly in the world without 
reffairding the comments on it, are generally tainted 
with all it's vices ; to which the gathermg part of 
their instructions from books would perhaps have 
piDved an amidote. There, indeed, though they 
would hare seen the fay}ts and foMie^ ^ tGk'asiiu^^'*^^^ 
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fqvesentedy jtt vice would appear in am odiout, an 
virtue in an amiable, light : but thoie^ who unwam 
go abroad into the world, are often dazzled by tl 
splendor, with which wealth gildi vice and innmy 
and, being accustomed to see birefoot honesty treati 
with scorn, are themselves induced to consider it ] 
contemptible. For this reason, 1 am a good dc 
oficnded at the ingenious contrivance of our mode; 
novelists and writers of comedy, who often gloss ovi 
a villainoua character with the same false varnish, th 
lackers so many scoundrels in real life ; and while the 
are exhibiting a fellow, who debauchn your daughtc 
or lies with your wife, represent him as an agmah 
creature, a man of gallantry, and a fine gentleman. 

The world, even the gayest part of it, may I 
painted like itself, and yet become a lesson of instroi 
tion. The pieces of Hogarth (to recur to the iUo 
tration I first made use of) are faithful delineations i 
certain scenes of life, and yet vice and folly alwa] 
appear odious and contemptible. I could wish it we 
possible to learn the knowledge of the world, withoi 
being * hackneyed in the ways of man :' but as that 
impracticable, it is still our duty so to live in i 
as to avoid being corrupted by our intercourse wii 
mankind. We should endeavour to guard again 
fraud, without becoming ourselves deceitful ; and i 
see every species of vice and folly practised ronr 
about us, without growing knaves and fools. Tl 
villainy of others is but a poor excuse for the lo 
of our own integrity : and though, indeed, if I ai 
attacked on Hounslow-Heath, I may lawfully kill tl 
highwayman in my own defence ; yet I should I 
very deservedly brought to the gallows, if I took 
purse from the next person I met, because I had bee 
robbed myself. 

I'he knowledge of the world, as it is generally use 
and understood, consists not so much in a due refiei 
tjon on it's vices and £o\>i<&s, ^ Ss\>^^ ^^^^\\!». < 
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them ; and thoMj who consider themselves as best 
acqaainted with it, are cither the dupes of fashion, or 
slaves of interest. It is also supposed to lie within the 
narrow compass of every man's own sphere of life, 
and receives a different interpretation in different 
stations* Thus, for instance, the man of feshion seeks 
it no where but in the polite circle of the heau^monde ; 
while the man of business looks no farther for it than 
the alley. I shall beg leave to illustrate this, by conclud- 
ing this paper with a description of two characters ; 
each of whom, though diametrically opposite to the 
other, has acouired a thorough knowledge of the world. 
Sir Harry Flash had the good lack to be born before 
his brother Richard : consequently, the heir to the 
estate was bred a gentleman, and the other condemned 
to plod in the dull drudgery of business. The mer. 
chant was sent to learnt accompts at the Academy upon 
Tower-Hill, and the baronet nad the finishing of nis 
education in France. Sir Harry is now a most accom^ 
piished fine gentleman, is an excellent judge of fiishionS| 
and can caloilate the odds at any game, as readily 
as Hoylc or Demoivre : the Alderman is the most 
knowing man upon 'Change, and understands the 
rise and fall of stocks better than any Jew. Both of 
them know the world ; but with this difference, that 
one by hb consummate knowledge has run out a 
large estate, while the other has raised a plum by it. 
O 
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Huue mntdtmdum et detidatdam vpUt fmpim: 

TER. 

ff 

To all hU ^sts a joke» the glunop lord 
Seems the jack-puddii^ of hU owx) rich boaid. 



TO MR. TOWN. 

Sir,' 

▼y HAT doying mett if love, when " matriniDiif 
is the sauce to it i" sisys Sirjohn Bnite. But if bs 
had been married to such an Epicutean Gooaort aa I am 

{'oined withy those expressionsi that saYOur of the 
dtchen, would have been real» instead of metaphorical. 
We live in a land really flowing with milk and honey » 
and keep a house of entertainment for all comers and 
goers. We hardly ever sit down to table lest in nmn- 
ber than twenty or thirty, and very often to above 
double that number of dishes. . In short. Sir, to much 
feasting has given me a surfeit. 

There are, I see, scattered up and down your papers, 
several accounts of the petty distresses and donKstic 
concerns of private families. As you have listened to 
many complaints from husbands, 1 flatter myself, you 
will not refuse your attention to the humble remon- 
strance of a wife ; being assured, that my only reason 
for thus serving up my dear lord u a new dish to 
gratify the pubuc taste, is to check ( if possible ) his 
violent passion for giving his friends entertainments of 
another kind ; whicn, if indulged much longer^ must 
eat us out of house and home. 
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The magnifioent feasts of Timon of Athens^ or the 
stories of oM English Hospitality, would give you but a 
faint idea of the perpetual riot and luxury of oorfiunily. 
Our house is always stored with as large a quantity of 
provisionsi as a garrison in expectation of a siege^ and 
those too of the dearest and most extravagant kind. 
Ortolans and woodcocks are as common as apaAowsy 
and red mullets are scarce a greater rarity witn us than 
gudgeons of sprats ; while turtle and venison are 
regarded as branches of citizen-luxuryt which scarct 
deserve notice, among the many other delicacies in 
which we abound. Authors, they say, (von wiU 
pardon me, Mr. Town,) are seldom admitted to great 
entertainments ; and I can assure you, that it is not 
easy for any, but those who are present, to conceive 
the parade and extravagance displayed in our house. 
I mvsclf am condemned to sit at the head of the table, 
while my krid is placed at the other end, in pain and 
vneasioess at my auk ward mistakes in doinjg the honoonw 
You must know. Sir, that I was bred up under a 
housewifelv aunt in the country, who taiwht me to 
jMckle and preserve, and gave me, as I thought, a 
tolerable notion of cookery. But, alas I thongh I 
understand plain boiled and roast, and have a very 
good notion of a pudding, I am often totally ignorant 
of the names and conqposittons of the ddicacies before 
me, and have imagined fish to be fowl, and misuken 
a /ftit patti for a plebeian mince-pie. In the mean 
tine, my lord is displaying his exquisite taste, by 
deciding upon every dish, and pronouncing, with a 
critical smack, upon the flavour of the wines ; all the 
while not a little solicitous about the exactness of the 
removes, and the duly adjusting the etitremets. Ckret, 
burgundy, and champagne abound, like ale or small* 
beer ; and even hermitage and tokay are swallowed with 
as little remorse as Port or Lisbon. To add to all this, is 
most absurdly introduced the French custom of serving 
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m kt lifMimn I whkhcomSM ^ alttOiC amnf wrtt 
M are contained in the adftrtiaaaiaitt (nm the Ridi 
Coidial WaichoDie. In a wovd, Cf«ff *'^»— i*«* die- 
oer with OS is a feast ^ and when wthaivcwhiitnfM 
calls ancntertainoientt it is an abs^Me dBbniwh, 

. But there is no part of this mDnscfooaespaoctaficis 
me s#iBiichf as tke vast sons fidtenhMslf knrisksdon 
a desert. This piece of fbflf and cstravagMoe oorid 
be nothing bat the joint podnct of a Fienduno and 
a oonfectioner* After the gratificttion of tlie appetiis 
with more sabstamial few, this whift-qjilafaob met. 
shew is serred opi dikfly 10 feed the ejre 1 not bm that 
die materials, of which the dcaecc is oomiioscdi an 
as expensive as th^ sercral ingredients in tae dtensr I 
and 1 will leavoTOO to 3roQC own method of mdMr At 
sestf after telling jen^ that nqr losd thinks hiaMW an 
excelleot ecooomiBt, bv haring ndooed the osptnco 
tf the hoc4iouse to a shootaad par ann. wfaieb perhaps 
the admirers of exotic fruits will not think dear, since 
we have jMne-apples in as great plenty as golden pippins 

or nonpareili. 

Otic would think, that the irst requisite in eating 
was extravagance ; and that, in Older to have any 
thing very good, it most be pioduoed at a time^ when 
it is oat of season. Theseme one of the principal 
uses of oar hot-houte is to invert the order oi nature, 
and to tam winter into snmmer. We shonkl be 
ashamed to see pease upon oor table, while they afe to 
be had at a common market ; but we never spare any 
cost to provide a good crop, by the assistance of oor 
hot-beds, at Christmas. We have no relish for cocom* 
bers during the sommer months, when they are no 
sarity ) but we take care to have them forced in Novem- 
ber. Bnt my lord mostly prides himself on the im- 
provements, that he has made in his mashroom-beds 1 
which be has at Icn^ brought to so great perfection, 
that by the help of norec-dong, and t£iewing artificial 
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Mni4)ea0n thrOBgh a buming^-glasS) wecalifaite anj 
^antity of niiiMfooniSi of ' the right Italian kindy at 
two hours warning. 

- Ffom the hot-hOuse we nay make a very natural tran- 
aitiofi to the kitchen ; and as in the former eTery thing 
itmit be pro^iieed out of season^ so every thing in the 
latter miM endergo a- strange metamorphosis. The 
iE»rdifiafy distinctions of fish, Aesh, andfowl, a re quite 
fiestrojr^d ; and nothing comes upon table under it's 
proper form and appellation. It is impossible to con. 
ceire, whatrast sums are melted down into sauces J 
We have a cargo of hams every year from Westphalia* 
only to extract the essence of them for our soups ; and we 
kill a brace of bucks every week, to make a coulis of the 
ha«)ehes« Half a dozen turkies have been killed in one 
day, merely (or the sake of the pinions ; I have knowa 
si whole pond dragged, to famish a dish oif carps' palates ; 
iand ten legs of mutton mangled raw, to make out a dish 
of pope's ey«s.- 

The concomitant chalrges of the cellar^ you will 
imagine, ate no less extravagant ; and, indeed, it is 
not enough, that we abound in the best French and 
Italiait wines, (whidi, by the bye, are purchased on 
the spot at an extraordinary price) but we must have 
several other kinds of* the highest value, and conse-. 
qnently of most delicious flavour ; and though but 
a taste of each has been sipped round by the company^ 
the same bottles must never be brought a second time 
upon table, but are secured as perquisites by the butler^ 
who sells them to the merchant, who sells them back 
again to my lord. Besides these, his lordship has lately 
been at an immense charge in raising a Pinery, in 
order to try the experiment of making Cyder of Pine- 
apples ; which he hopes to do at little more than treble 
the expence of Champagne. To this article I might also 
add the charge of his Ice-Houses : for although these- 
are stored with an home commodity, originally of no 

*3 
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iMi Tina. 

- At iU ovr liquon, I have toltl you, are of foreign 
gmnk, and all our dishes distinguished by foieign 
udn, yon will readily conceive, that our hooshold it 
cMe^ comttosed of foreigners. The Maitre d' bud 
ii a Frcncliiiteii : the builei out of livery, and his two 
under butlen, arc Frenchmen : the clerk of the kitchen 
b a FiCBriutian : and Monaieur Fricatido, the bad. 
cook, to 1w sure, is a Frenchman. This gentlcmm 

ST K^i his fingers in touching the least bit of any 

g; bat gives his orders (like a general) to fofir stifa< 
' »are likewise Frenchmen. The baker, the 
r> the very acutlioiu, and even the feUow that 

3 after the poultry, are, all of them, Frenchmeti. 
TIm^ 70B vav be sure, are maintained ai very high 
adariei : and though Monsieur Fricando had the pay 
of a captain in a marching regiment, my lord was 
forced to double his wagea at the beginning of the war, 
and allow him the free exerdte of hu idigioi|« mo- 
vent hii leaving the kingdom. 

I am tony to add) that tbta pride of kcqiliit a 
table hai visibly impaired n^ lord's fortune : Mduiii 
very summer he has Dcen oUiged to (cU all tlw timber 
on hit etiate, at I may aay, toluepi^bN kaidicn 
fire. The only latiifiictiao, which be can ponibt/ 
reap fiom all thii espence, it the vanity of having it 
■aid, • that nobody treats' ao clcguitly at hb loid- 
ship ;' and now and then perhaps reading ia the new*. 
papers, ' that such a day therigbt boiyxiiMle— gave 



a grand entertainment at bis hot! 

were present the principal officers of state aad Foreign 

I am, SU) yow humble unaat, ftc. 
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Stfvmi temper lete et rMlem loenendh 

jur. 

Your talk to decency sad retaon suit. 
Nor pnte like fooit, or gabble like a brute. 

In the comedy of the Frenchman in London, which 
we aft told was acted at Parts with universal applause 
lor teTeral niehts together, there is a character of a 
rough Englishman, who is represented as quite un« 
akified in the graces of conversation ; and his dialogue 
coosssts almost entirely of a repetition of the common 
salutation of how do you do ? Our nation has indeed, 
been generally supposed to be of a sullen and uncom- 
municative disposition ; while, ^n the other hand, the 
loquacious French have been allowed to possess the art 
of conversing beyond all other people. The English- 
•man lequires to be wouikI up frequently, and stops 
«s soon at he is down j but the Frenchman runs on 
in a continued alarum. Yet it must be acknowledged, 
that, as the English consist of very difierent humours, 
•their manner m discourse admits of ^reat variety: 
bat the whole French nation converse alike ; and there 
b no diffinrenee in their address between a Marquis and 
« Valet dt Cbmmhre. We may frequently see a couple 
-of French barbers accosting each other in the street, 
and paying their compliments with the same volubility 
of speech, the same grimace, and action, as two cour. 
tiers on the Thnilleries. 

i shall not attempt to lay down any particular rules 
for conversation, but rather point out such faults in 
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discourse and behavioar, as render the companf of 
half mankind rather tedious than .amusing. It is in 
▼ainj indeed^ to look for convenation, where we mieht 
expert to find it in the ^^tesi perftctidhy MiBg 
persons of fashion : there it is almost annihUafed bjr 
universal card-plajing : imramch that I have heard it 
given as a reason, why it is impossible for our pffsent 
writers to succeed in the dblogue of ^re^ anitAjt 
that our people of quality scarce ever meet but to ffxat. 
All their discourse tvnw upon the odd trick ai>d dS four 
honours : and it isr nor less a maidm with the vtcarief of 
Whist than with those of Bacchus, that talking tpoilp 
company* 

Every one endeivoiint to make himelf as agMMMr t» 
iociety at he can: but it often hsippeos, mat fhdM^ 
who iMsc Ml at shiniifg in conversation, ovtr^shoot 
their aMrk. Though » man succeeds, he should liiC 
(at it fteduemly tlM cate) engidta the wh^taAc t» 
himself} for that destroys the very essence of conver« 
sation, whidh is tsdlkin^ together. We shoold try to 
keep op conversation like a ball bandied to and firo 
from one to the ether, rather than seize it all to our- 
selves, and drive it before u» like a foot-ball. We 
should likewise be cautious to adapt the matter of our 
discourse to our company ; and not talk Greek before 
ladies, or of the last new furbelow to a meeting of 
country justices. 

But nothing throws a more vidiculoos air over 
our whole conversation, than certain peculiaritiet 
easily acquired, but very difficultly conquered and 
discftpded. In order ta display ihese absurdities in a 
truer light, it is my present purpose to enumerate 
such of them, as are most commonly to be met with ; 
and first lo take notice of those bufibons in society, 
the Attitudinarians and Face-mekers. Hiese accompany 
eveiy word with a peculiar grimace or sesture : they 
assent with a shrug, and contradict wttb » twittii^ 
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of the neck) tre angrj by a wry mooth, and pleased 
in a caper ot ■ roinoet acep. Thev may be considered 
da BpcM^uw Harleqains ; and their roles of eloquence 
are takfen^ Som the posture-master. These should be 
<oadeiiincd to conTorse onlv in dumb shew with their 
own persons in the looking-glass: as well as the 
Smifkers and Smilers^ who so prettily set off their 
fiicesf together with their words^ by a je-ne^sfai-qu^i 
between a grin and a dimple. With these we may 
likewife rank the aCected tribe of Mimicsi who are 
conttantly taking off the peculiar tone of voice or 
gettare elf their accpiaintance : though they are sdch 
wretched imitators, that (like bad painters) they are 
ffMuetitly ibfo^d to write the name under the picture^ 
beforei we can discorer any likeness. 

Next to theiei whose elocution is absorbed in action, 
and who converse chiefly with their arms and legs, we 
may coiisider the Professed Speakers. And iirst^ the 
Emj^tical ; who squeeze, and press, and ram down 
every syllable with excessive vehemence and energy* 
These orators are remarkable for their distinct elocu« 
lion and force of expression : they dwell on the inu 
portant particles ef and tbet and the significant coo« 
jonctive and\ which they seem to hawk up, with 
much diffieulty, out of their own throats, and to craflS 
them^ with no less pain, into the ears of their aadi- 
tora. These should be suffered only to syringe (as it 
Were) the ears of a deaf man, through a hearing* 
trmnbet: though I must confess, that I am equally 
oflc n ded with the Whisperers or Low.speakers, who seeni 
to &ncy afi their acquaintance deaf, and come up so 
dose to jroB^ that they may be said to measure noses 
with yon, and frequently overcome you with the full 
exhalations of a stinking breath. I would have these 
onkcular gentry obliged to talk at a distance through a 
speaking; trumpet, or apply their lips to the walls of a 
Whtspenng-gauery. The WitSi who will not eende; 
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•ocod to otter my thiog but > iir awfj inJ ckWktfU 
kn or Tone-himinienf wbo never artkulateat aUf mtf 
be joined very agreeably together in concert : and IB 
these tinkliog cymbeli t wooU ako «dd the UHftSaf 
brass; the Bawleri who inouiies after your health via 
the beUomrif^ of a towo-cner. 

The Tatkrs, whole pUaUe jpipet aie adancdd|r 
adapted to the '^ soft parts oi cooTenatioob" *m 
sweetly << pnttling oat oifiuhioo," make way |iamjf 
adtisic from a beantiful face and a fiHBak iongpKi hit 
from a loiigh numbr TOioe and ooaiK fiamifcii aesa 
nopsense is as luirsh and dissonant aa a jig Aama 
haidy^gordy. The Swearers I have spoken of in a 
former pap«r; hot the Halfawearars, whn q|p)iiff and 
mince, and fritter their oaths into gad's bndt nd'a isht 
ind demmeey the Gothic Homboggeifi and thoie who 
« nick.nanie God's creaturesf" and odl a nun a cab> 
bagCi a craby a queer cobf an odd fisl^ and an unac 
eoonuUe muikin, should never come into company 
without an interpreter, fiut I will not tire my reader's 
patience by pointine out all the pesu^ conversation; 
nor dwell purticularly on the SensibleSy whopnmounoe 
dogmatioally on the most trivial po&ntff and speak in 
sentences ; the Wonderers, who are always wondering 
what o'clock it isy or wondering whether it will rain 
or nOf or wondering when the moon changes; the 
Phraseologiitif who explain a thing by all thaty or 
enter into particolan with this and that and t'other ; 
andj lastly, the Silent Men, who seem afraid of open* 
ing their mouths^ lest they should catch coldf and 
literally observe the precept of the gospd, by 
letting their conversation be only yea ycat and nay 
iiay. 

The rational intercourse kept op by convecutioiit is 
one of our principal distinctions from brutes. We 
should therdbre endeavour to turn this peculiar taknt 
io our advantage, and consider the oigaas of ^leech as 
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the instmmeoti of undertttnding : we should be venr 
cardM not to uie them as the weapons of vice^ or tooia 
of fcAlff and do oar atmost to unlearn any trivial or 
fidkaloiis habitSi which tend to lessen the value of 
ioch an inestimable prerogative. It isy indeed, ima^ 
gined by some philosophers, that even birds and beasts 
(though without the power of articulation) perfectly 
understand one another by the sounds they utter; and 
that dogs, cats, &c. have each a particular language 
to themselres, like difierent nations. Thus it may 
be supposed, that the nightingales of Italy have as 
fine an ear for their own native woodnotes, as any 
Si^nor or Signora for an Italian Air ; that the boors 
ot Westphalia gruntle as expressively through the nose, 
as the innabitants in High-German ; and tluit the frogs 
in the dykes of Holland croak as intelligibly, as the 
natives jabber their Low-Dutch. However this may 
be, we may consider those, whose tongues hardly 
seem to be under the influence of reason, and do not 
keep up the proper conversation of human creatures, as 
imitating the language of different animals. Thus, 
lor instance, the amnity between Chatterers and Mon. 
keys, and Praters and ParrotSi is too obvious not to 
occur at once: Grunters and Growlers may be justly 
compared to Hoes : Snarlers are Curs, that continually 
shew their teeth, but never bite; and the Spitfire 
passionate are a sort of wild cats, that will not bear 
strotking, bu| will purr when they are pleased. Com. 
plainers are Screech-OwIs ; and Story. tellers, always 
repeating the same dull note, are Cuckoos. Poets, 
tnat prick up their ears at their own hideous braying, 
are no better than Asses : critics in general are veno- 
mous Serpents, that delight in hissing ; and some of 
them, who have got by heart a few technical terms 
without knowing their meaning, are no other than 
Magpies. I myself, u ho have crowed to the whole 
town fot^ near three years pasti* nay |^rha|^ ^t my 
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readers in mind of a Dunghill cock] botas I mnt ac- 
quaint theniy that they will hear the laat of ne oq 
this day fbrtnighti I hope they will then consider 
me as a Swan, who jb supposed to sii^i sweetly at hb 

dyine moments. 



9ir 
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Qu^sitam meritit. 



•Sttme iupefhhm 



HOR. 



Now to the utmost aJl your labours charge. 
And shew your mighty consequence at lai^ge* 

1 Wrote to m^ Cousin Village, informing him of 
my design to finish with the next number ; and have 
received the following answer from him, which I shall 
lay before my readers* 

Dear Cousin, 

It was not without some regret, that I received 
advice of your intentions to bid adieu to the public : for, 
as you had been so kind as to introduce me to their 
notice, I began to indulee all the weakness and vanity 
of a young author; and had almost persuaded my« 
self, that! was the principal support of your papers* 
Conscious of my own importance, I expect that you 
will do me the justice to acknowledge, how much you 
are indebted to the assistance of your very ingemoos 
Cousin; and I care not how many compliments you py 
me on my wit and learning: but at the same time I must 
beg leave to put in a caveat again your 
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of nie in what manner yoa yourself please* Writers 
of essays think themselves at liberty to do what they 
will with the characters they have introduced into 
their works ; as writers of tragedy, in order to heighten 
the plot, have often brought their heroes to an un- 
timely end, when they have died quietly many years 
before in their beds; or as our chroniclers of daily 
occurrences put a duke to death, give away an heiress 
in marriage, or shoot off an admiral's legs, whenever 
they please. Mr. Addison, while he was carrying 
on the Spectator, said, " he would kill Sir Roger de 
Coverly, that nobody else might murder him." In 
like manner, my dear Cousin, you may perhaps take 
it into your head to cut me off: you may make an end 
of me by a cold caught in partridge-shooting, or 
break my neck in a stag-hunt. Or you may rather 
chuse to settle me perhaps with a rich old country 
dowager, or press me into the army, or clap me on 
board of a man of war. fiut I desire that you will not 
get rid of me by any of these means ; but permit me 
to assure your readers, that I am alive and merry ; and 
this is to let them know, that I am in good health at 
this present writing. 

Your papers, I assure you, have made a great 
coise in the country ; and the most intelligent among 
us read you with as much satisfaction as the Evening 
Posts or the Weekly Journals. I know more than one 
'squire, who takes them in constantly with the Maga« 
zines ; and I was told by the post-master of a certain 
town, that they came down every week, under cover, 
to the butler of a member of parliament* There is a 
club of country parsons, who meet every Saturday at a 
neighbouring market.town, to be shaved and exchanee 
sermons : they have a subscription for books and pamph- 
lets ; and the only periodical works ordered in by them 
are the Connoisseur, and the Critical and Monthly 
Reviews. I was lately introduced to this ^oavti^^^V^ 

YOU XXMl, X 
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the conversation happened to tarn upon Mr-Tcmn. 
A young carate, just come from Oicfbrdy said he knew 
you very well at Christ-church, and that yoa was a 
comical dog : but a Cantab, declared, no less posi- 
tively, that you was either a pensioner of Trinity, or 
a commoner of Bennet's* People, indeed aie very 
much perplexed about the real author : some aflkn, 
that you are a nobleman ; and others will have it, 
that you are an actor: some say you are a young lawyer* 
some a physician, some a parson, and some an old 
woman. 

The subjects of your papers have often been wrested 
to various mterpretations by our penetrating geniuses ; 
and you have hardly drawn a character, that has not 
been fixed on one or other of the greatest persooagct 
in the nation. I once heard a country justice expreu 
his wonder, that you was not taken up, and set in the 
pillory ; and I myself, by some of my rural inteU 
ligence, have brought upon you the resentment of 
several honest 'squires, who long to horse-whip the 
scoundrel for putting them in print. Others agam are 
quite at a loss how to pick out your meaning, and in 
vain turn over their Bailey's dictionary for an explana- 
tion of several fashionable phrases; which, though 
they have enriched the town.language, have not yet 
made their way into the dialect of the country. Many 
exquisite strokes of humour are also lost upon us, on 
account of our distance from the scene of action ; and 
that wit, which is very brisk and lively upon the 
spot, often times wholly evaporates in the post-bag. 

You moralists are very apt to flatter yourselves, that 
vou are doing a vast deal of good by your labours: 
out whatever reformation you may have worked in 
town, give me leave to tell you, that you have some* 
times done us harm in the country, by the bare mention 
of the vices and follies now in vogue. From your 
intelligence f 6ome of our most polite ladies nave 

5 
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learned, that it is highly genteel to have a rout ; and 
some have copied the fashion so exactly, as to play at 
cards on Sundays. Your papers upn dress set all our 
belles to work in following the mode : you no sooner 
took notice of cocked hats> but every hat in the parish 
was turned up behind and before ; and when yoii told 
us, that the town beauties went naked, our rural damsels 
immediately began to throw off their clothes. Our 
gentlemen have been also taught by you air the new 
arts of betting and gaming : and the only cofiee-house 
in one little town, where the most topping inhabitants 
are used to meet to play at draughts and back-gammon, 
has, from the great increase of gamesters who resort to 
it, been elegantly christened, by the name of White's. 
As to the small share which I myself have had in 
your work, you may be sure every body here is hugely 
delighted with it ; at least you may be sure, that I 
will say nothmg to the contrary. I have done my best 
to contribute to the entertainment of your readers: and, 
as the name of Steele is not forgotten in the Spectator, 
though Addisson has run away with almost all the 
honour, I am in hopes, that whenevei* the great Mr. 
Town is mentioned, they may possibly think at the 
same time on 

Your a£fectionate Cousin and Coadjutor, 

ViLLAGK. 

After this account, which mv Cousin has sent me, 
cf the reception I have met with in the country, it 
will be proper to say something of my reception here 
in town. I shall therefore consider myself in the three, 
fold capacity of Connoisseur, Critic, and Censor- 
General. As a Connoisseur, in the confined sense of 
the word. I must own I have met with several mor. 
tifications, I have neither been made F* R. S. nor 
even a member of the Academy of Bourdeaux or 
Petersburgh. They have left me out of the lut of 
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tfoitwtto diellritiih Mmmamt aal lis Mijsttjr rf 
Napkty dwnrii be prattBied » < AcoiMBt of ik Ok 
iktttk>faaodinHcgrihnfowi? toeKhef the ■riwt. 
fidety neferMotflnetiDae* I iHTeBOtfaeaicddMOMel 
in the PhifcuoBiiiciI T V a tm r ti e n i» orui eaf of <Mf 
'Migaxtneiof Aiti and Sdeooet s nor have I been stBei 
ires4lh*ire or irti-umfrnmi in aof of die Ibldgi 
Bfercnrief or Tomnt liteniiet. Onoe, indeedp I 
aoodied mpm in the vain thoogbt of IniTiii^ been 
dittingoiihedfcf diematSwedidiBotattisry Linwawt 
under die dde of Emdiriwinint Uibanns^ wluGb I 
conoeived to be die name of Town bttinined } bn^ to 
my great disappointmenty I afiei'ivaida diaootvcreAf 
tbit this was no odier than the karoed Mttondistt 
Mr. SilYaniis UHm^ anthor of the Gcntieman'a Mq^a- 
zine*' This nq;lect of mef as a CoonoisseBry I om 
attrSnte to no other cause, than to my. not haTing 
made mjsdf known by my MasMOBt or Cabinet « 
Curiosities : and, to say the troth, I am not worth a 
farthine in antique coins ; nor have I so moch as one 
single shell or batterfly. All my complaints against the 
modem innovations of taste have been theretore dure- 
gvded : and with concern I still see the villas of oar 
citizens fantasrically adorned with Chinese palings, 
and our streets incumbered with superb colonnades, 
porticos, Gothic arches, and Venetian windows, the 
ordinary decorations of the shops of our tradesmen. 
Nor have I, as a Critic, met with greater success 
or encouragement, in my endeavours to reform the 
present taste in literature. I expected to have the 
privilege of eating beef gratis every night at Vauxhall, 
tor advising the garden poets to put a little meaning into 
their songs : but, though I was there several nights 
this summer, I could not say ( with CasMo ) of any 
of their productions, * this is a more exquisite song 
than the other.' I have not been able to write the 
operas out of the kbgdom : and, though I have more 




M^ 139. THE CONNOISSEUR. 237 

than once shewed my contempt for Harlequin^ I am 
assured there are no less than three Pantomimes to be 
brought on this season. As I invested myself with 
the mgnity of supreme judge in theatrical matters, I 
was in hopes, tnat my Lord Chamberlain would at 
least have appointed me his Deputy.Licenser ; but he 
has not even consulted me on any one new play. I 
made no doubt, but the managers would pay their court 
to me : but they have not once sent for me to dinner ; 
and, so far from having the freedom of the house, I 
declare I have not had so much as a single order from 
any of the under-actors. 

In my office of Censor-General, though I cannot 
boast of having over-turned the card-tables at routs 
and assemblies, or broke up the club at Arthur's, I 
can safely boast, that I have routed the many-headed 
monster at the Disputant society at the Robin Hood, 
and put to silence the great Clare-market Orator. In 
a word, I have laboured to prevent the growth of vice 
and immorality ; and with as much tSect as the justices 
•at the quarter-sessions. For this reason I expected to 
have been put in the commission, and to have had the 
power of licensing all places of public diversion vested 
solely in my hands. But as I find my merits have been 
hitherto over-looked, I am determind to lay down 
my office ; and in my next number I shall take my 
final leave of the public , when I shall give them an 
account of my correspondents, together with a full and 
particular account of myself. 
T 
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Fet DiMf vti mmo^ 



PERS. 

Censor nor He, nor He ; or Both* or none; 
A Twi^bld AttthoTy Blessieiirs Mr. Town. 



'J^aie gmeSit 



Frattntit Jmimis,* 



HOR. 

Sttfc In the setf-taune mould their mhidfai wtie caity 
*rwins inalfe^QOy Ju4sinent» humoury taste. 

Periodical writers, who letnl tbetr seme or 

nonsense to the world sheet by sheet, acquire a sort 
of familiarity and intimacy with the public, peculiar 
to themselves* Had these three volumes, which have 
swelled by degrees to their present bulk, burst forth 
at once, Mr. Town must have introduced himself to 
the acquaintance of the public with the aukward air 
and distance of a stranger : but he now flatters him- 
self, that they will look upon him as an old ^xmipanion, 
whose conversation they are pleased with ; and, as 
they will see him no more after this time, will now 
and then perhaps miss their usual visiter* 

However this may be, the authors of the Connois- 
seur now think proper to close the undertaking, in 
which they have been engaged for near three years past : 
and among their general thanks to the indulgent readers 
of their papers, they must include in a particular 
manner their acknowledgements to those, who have 
been pleased to appear in them as writers. They have, 
therefore^ a( the dose pf their work, brought Mr. 
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Town and his associates on the scene together, like 
the ^nunatis persons at the end of the last act. 

Our earliest and most frequent correspondent distin- 
guished his favours by the signatures G. K. and we are 
sorry, that he will not allow us to mention his name ; 
since it would reflect as much credit on our work^ as 
we are sure will redound to it from his contributions. 
To him we are proud to own ourselves indebted for most 
part of N*^ 14 and 17; for the letter, signed Goliath 
English, in N*^ 19; for a great part of N® 33 and 
40 ; and for the letter, signed Reginald Fitzworm, 
Michael Krawbidge, Moses Orthodox, and 1 ho. 
Vainall, N° 102, 107, 113, and 1 29. 

The next, in priority of time, is a gentleman of 
Cambridge, who signed himself A. B and we cannot 
but regret that he withdrew his assistance, after 
having obliged us with the best part of the letters 
in N° 4-6, 49, and 52, and of the essays in N° 
6^ and 6'4. 

The letters in N° 82, 98, 1 12, and 130, came 
from various hands, equally unknown to us. 1 he 
imitation of Horace, in N° 1 1 , was written (as we 
are informed) by a gentleman of Oxford : and from 
two gentlemen of Cambridge we received the letter, 
signed W. Manly, in N° bo, and another, signed 
B. A. in N° 107. 

These unexpected marks of favour, conferred on us 
by strangers, demand our highest gratitude : but we 
are no less happy in being able to boast the assistace of 
some other gentlemen, whom we are proud to call 
friends, though we are not at liberty to introduce them 
to the acquaintance of our readers. From a friend 
engaged jn the Law, we had the first sketches and most 
striking passages of N° 7. S 78, 87* and 104; though, 
it may be regretted by the public as well as ourselves, 
that his leisure would not permit him to put the finish- 
ing hand to them» From a friendj a gentleman of the 
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Temoley we woawti V 111, 115, and 1I9« Tm 
friend, « member cf Trinit/ Colkgi^ CamMd|gt| 
we aie indid>tied Sir the toog in N^ 7S» and the-mwei 
in N"* 67, 9Q> 1^> and 155. HRlittaT cootnlN^ 
tioot ftom sadi capable friends woold ddubdem. lam 
been much larger, had they been aoeoer kc into At 
secret: but as Mn Town, like a great prinoe, choK 
to af^^ear iMVf • in oider to aToid the impertinenae tf 
tlie moldtiide^ he did not eren make himadf kttown 
to those aboQt hu person, till at hnt thqr themedfct 
fbond him out thfoogh his disguise. • 

. Theie are still remaining two corfbipondeiilaf win 
most stand by themselves : as they have wrote to m 
not in an assumed character, bm m frdfrim fermms 
the first is no lest a penonaee than the ^reat Qcaior 
Henley, wh6 dbliged us with mat tndj onginal lettcTt 
printed in N® 37* The other, who nyooied ni widi 
a letter, no less original, in N® 70f we bare reason 
to believe^ is a Methodist teacher and a. mechanic; 
but we do not know either his name or his trade. 

We now come to the most imjportant discovery of 
ourselvesi and to answer the onen-repeated question 
of^ who is Mr. Town? it being the custom lor 

Eeriodical writers^ at the same time that th^. send the 
awkers abroad with their last dying speech like the 
malefactors^ like them also to couple it with a con- 
fession. The general method of unravelling tlda 
mystery is by declaring, to whom the different sie^- 
natures, affixed to different papers, are appropriated. 
For ever since the days of tne inimitable ^ecftator, it 
has been usual for a bold capital to stand, like a sentry, 
at the end of our essays, to guard the author in secresy : 
and it is commonly supposed, the writer, who does not 
chuse to put his name to his work, has in this man- 
ner, like the painters and statuaries of old, at least sec 
his mark. But the Authors of the Connoisseur confess, 
that the several letters, at first pitched upon to bring i^ 
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the rear of their essays, have been atmexed to dijflerenC 
papers at random, and sometimes omitted, on purpose 
to put the sagacious reader on a wrong scent* It is 
particularly the interest of a writer, who prints him. 
self out week by week, to remain unknown, during 
the course of this piece-meal publication. The best 
method, therefore, to prevent a discovery, is to make 
the road to it as intricate as possible ; and» instead of 
seeming to aim at keeping the reader entirely in the 
dark, to hang out a kind of wandering light, which 
only serves to lead him astray* The desire of giving 
each writer his due, according to the ngnatures, has» 
in the course of this undert^ing, often confused the 
curious in their inquiries* Soon after the publication 
of our first papers, some ingenious gentlemen found 
out, that T, O, W, N, bemg the letters that formed the 
name of TOWN, there were four authors, each of 
whom sheltered himself under a particular letter ; but 
no pper appearing with an N affixed to it, they were 
obliged to give up this notion* But^ if they had 
been more able decypherers, they would have made out^ 
that though 1', O, W, will not compose the name of 
TOWN, yet, by a different arrangement of the letters^ 
it will form the word TWO ; which is the erand 
mystery of our signatures, and couches under it the 
true and real number of the AuthcMrs of the Connois- 
seur* 

Having thus declared Mr. Town to consist of two 
separate individuals, it will perhaps be expected, that, 
like two tradesmen, who have agreed to dissolve their 
partnership, we should exactly balance our accounts, 
and assign to each his due parcel of the stock* But our 
accounts are of so intricate a nature, that it would be 
impossible for us to adjust them in that manner* We 
have not only joined in the work taken altogether, but 
almost every single paper is the joint product of both : 
and, aswenavelaboaredec{ua&Y\sx^tK.^^ 



ft4^ titr OdfiKOf BsxtJft. K^r4b; 

we cAtmot miMd, that any one puticbfanr part m 
the Me workouHiitisp of eithfcr. An hint has periuqpi 
been started bjr one of us, innwoTed by theother, aal 
still farther heighcened by an nappy coalidod of fiaotL 
ment in both; as file it itmek out b^ a nromal coOniai 
of flint and tleeL Sometinkis, like Strada'a lorm 
convening wicfa the tyoipsthetsc needles^ we hvn 
written papeii toHpsther at fifty miles distuoe fion 
"each other : the Sm toa^ dniaght or loofe quninei 
of an essay have often travelled in tbs atage-Goach 
from town to coontry, and from coontiy e» town ; abd 
we. have frequently waited fix the post-man (wIknii 
weeiq)ected to bring us the predoas remainder of ft 
Connoisseur) with t«e same amciety, as we AmU 
wait fisr the half of a bank iiote^ without whiflh the 
other half would be of no vsilue* Thefe cw joim 
labours, it may eaoly be imagined, woidd havefiMtt 
broke off abruptly^ if either had htm too fixidl^ 
attached to his own little conceits^ or X we had ooo- 
versed together with the jealousy of a rival, or the 
complaisance of a formal acquaintance, who smiles at 
every word that is faid by his companion. Nor could 
" this work have been carried on, with so much cheariuL 
ness and good-humour on both sides, if the Two had 
not been as closely united, as the two Students, whom 
the Spectator mentions, as recorded hy a Terr^ Fdau 
at Oxford, ** to haye had but one mind, one purse, one 
chamber, and one hat." 

It has been often remarked, that the reader is very 
desirous of picking up some little particulars cotKenu 
ing the author of the book, which he is perusing. 
To gratify this passion, many literary anecdotes have 
been publi(hed, and an account of their life, charadto and 
behaviour, has been prefixed to the works of our most 
celebrated writers. Essayists are commonly expected 
to be their own Biographers : and perhaps our readers 
may require fome furtner ime\\\^t\cft conottcasi^ tha 
Authors of the Connoisseur. Eai» a* x\ifc>| \aM^ 
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all along appeared as a sort of Sosias in literature, they 
cannot now describe themselves any otherwise, than as 
one and the same person ; and can only satisfy the 
curiosity of the public, by giving a short account of 
that respectable personage Mr. Town, considering him 
as of the plural, or rather (according to the Graecians) 
of the dual number. 

Mr. Town is a fair, black, middle-sized, very short 
man. He wears his own hair, and a periwig. He is 
about thirty years of age, and not more than four 
and twenty. He is a student of the law, and a bachelor 
of physic. He was bred at the university of Oxford ; 
where having taken no less than three degrees, he looks 
down on many learned professors, as his inferiors : yet, 
having been there but little longer than to take the first 
degree of bachelor of arts, it has more than once hap- 
pened, that the Censor-general of all England has been 
reprimanded by the Censor of his College, for neglect- 
ing to furnish the usual essay, or (in the collegiate 
phrase) the theme of the week. 

This joint description of ourselves will, we hope, 
satisfy the reader, without any further information. 
For our own parts, we cannot but be pleased with 
having raised this monument of our mutual friendship, 
and if these essays shall continne to be read, when they 
will no longer make their appearance as the fugitive 
pieces of the week, we shall be happy in considering, 
that we are mentioned at the same time. We have ail 
the while gone on, as it were, hand in hand together: 
and while we are both employed in furnishing matter 
for the paper now before us, we cannot help smiline at 
our th IS making our exit together, like the tw« Kmga 
of Brentford smelling at one nosegay, 

T. W. O. 

THE END. ^ 

H. Balthrhi and Son, Print«»rs, 
. New Bri^e-ftreet, London. 
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